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SS Philip and James’ is a Church of England Aided Primary School so the policy for Worship is 
therefore the responsibility of the Governing body. 
 
We respect our pupils as individuals and encourage an ethos of mutual respect and 
tolerance for all. We challenge and support all our young learners so they can achieve their 
full potential. We want the very best for all and prepare our pupils for their continued 
journey as independent, free thinking, confident individuals. 
 
We are an inclusive school where all are supported to grow and learn informed by the 
Christian values of love and compassion and we strive to share this with our community. 
 
Aims 
The aims of the policy are: 

 provide a daily act of collective worship for all pupils 

 explore our relationship with the created world 

 engender an understanding of the spiritual 

 to consider spiritual and moral issues 

 celebrate successes of the School and individuals 

 acknowledge, accept, forgive and learn from mistakes 

 provide opportunities to develop a sense of reverence 

 develop a sense of community within the School and of being part of a wider 
community 

 recognise wide variety of beliefs within our community 

 heighten a sense of the spiritual and to begin to appreciate the use of symbolism 
and religious language to express feelings and belief 

 acts of worship should leave children with something to consider and reflect upon 
which is relevant to them and their beliefs 

 create a sense of occasion and something which is separate from the rest of the 
school day 

 give pupils a variety of experiences to reflect upon and respond to through drama, 
dance, poetry, music, mime, TV/video/radio programmes and the telling of 
appropriate stories (Biblical, moral, multi-cultural). 

 
Guidelines 

 Acts of worship may include the whole school meeting together or individual classes 
or groups, at any time of the school day 

 The worship is led by the Headteacher, the staff and pupils according to the occasion 

 The Parish clergy lead worship regularly 

 Visitors are also invited to lead collective worship as appropriate and within the 
remit of this policy 

 Every two terms there is at least one act of worship by the whole school in the 
parish church 

 We seek to use stillness, music, songs, Bible and other stories, symbols and artefacts 
as well as pupil’s own contributions.  We aim to engender an atmosphere of 
worship. 

 We use a variety of appropriate resources and approaches to engage children in an 
atmosphere of worship 

 All parents have the right to withdraw their children from Collective Worship.  
However in the light of the school’s intention to respect the faith position of each 
individual, it is hoped that the need for this withdrawal is rare.  The school will keep 
a record of all children who withdraw from collective worship. 
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 In line with the 1988 Education Reform Act, which states that collective worship 
should be ‘wholly or mainly of a broadly Christian character’, we normally base our 
assemblies on the teachings of Christ and traditions of the Christian Church. 
However, we conduct our assemblies in a manner that is sensitive to the individual 
faith and beliefs of all members of the school. 

 We conduct assemblies in a dignified and respectful way. We tell children that 
assembly time is a period of calm reflection. We regard it as a special time and 
expect children to behave in an appropriate way. We ask them to be quiet and 
thoughtful and to listen carefully to the teachings and participate fully in prayer and 
hymns or songs. 

 There will be records of worship kept and there are regular evaluations of the 
effectiveness of worship. 

 
Organisation of Collective Worship 
 
Mon        – 10.15 – 10:40                   Head Teacher Led 
Tues   – 10.15 – 10:40         Clergy Led 
Weds   – 10.15 – 10:40         Class 
Thurs   – 10.15 – 10:40         Singing  
Fri   – 10.15 – 10:40         Celebration/Family 
 
Learning Outcomes  
Through our Daily Worship we aim to bring an awareness of what it means to be part of a 
community, which cares for each other, for God and for the environment. In so doing we 
hope that pupils will develop the ability to explore issues for themselves, be able to reflect 
upon and learn from experiences and develop a sense of awe and wonder about the wider 
world.  
 
Equal Opportunities  
Staff and Governors are committed to ensuring that opportunities for worship are relevant 
to all pupils and pay due regard to their ages, abilities and interests. We aim to recognise the 
equality of each child in God’s sight, whatever the child’s gender, race, physical or mental 
ability.  
 
British Values  
At Phil and Jim the British Values of: Individual Liberty, Rule of Law, Respect & Tolerance and 
Democracy permeate the curriculum and are reinforced at appropriate opportunities during 
the school day and the school year.  
 
Monitoring and Evaluation  
Strategies staff use for assessing the outcomes of collective worship include: 

 observation of children’s reaction and participation during worship 

 observation of children’s behaviour  
 

Legal Requirements  
We acknowledge the legal requirement stated in the 1988 Education Reform Act 6 (1) 
and 9 (3), which states the need for each child to attend a daily act of worship either as a 
whole school, class or group. Parents have the legal right to withdraw their children 
from the act of worship either partially or wholly. Any parents wishing to do so should 
contact the Headteacher. Teachers also have the right to withdraw from leading and 
taking part in worship. 


