
                                                                       

 

Minutes of the meeting of the Curriculum Committee on 4th October 2017, at 1.30 pm 

Present: Yvonne Pinner (Chair), Sarah Awuye (Headteacher), Jo Reeder (Assistant Head), Zoe 

Banfield (Assistant Head), Juliette Ash (governor), Elisabeth Jay (governor), Tom Albinson 

(governor), Katharine Wilson (clerk). 

 

1  Declarations of interest 

SA is a governor at Horspath. 

 

2  Apologies and minutes   

No apologies; the minutes of the previous meeting were approved and will be uploaded to 

the website. 

 

3  Matters arising not on the agenda 

None. 

 

4  Terms of reference 

TOR were updated to reflect the current compositon of the committee. 

 

5  Reporting Rota 

SA reported that safeguarding will now be a standing item on all committee agendas.   

SA explained that the new SDIP priorities will be reflected in the Reporting Rota . 

 

6  Policy Review Cycle 

YP explained to SA how the cycle is used to highlight dates for policy review. 

7  SDIP 



SA shared one page of the new SDIP with governors, dealing with the focus, context and 

success criteria for pupil progress.  She explained that targets have been set for each year in 

reading, writing and maths based on last year’s data from Classroom Monitor, and the 

recent assessments of EYFS and Year 2 SATS.  Targets are challenging, taking into account 

national expectations but also the abilities of the cohort.   

Governors asked for further clarification on national expectations, and JR committed to 

explain them at FGB.  Progress targets will be set for children working below age related 

expectations.  The committee noted the urgent need to raise standards in writing, and 

governors asked if a specific writing programme would be used.  SA responded that teaching 

would be done through more pupil writing, with fewer worksheets.  Governors will soon be 

able to login to Pupil Tracker on the website to track pupil progress. 

 

8  SDIP for Curricom 

(1)  Safeguarding 

SA reported that, in response to the safeguarding audit, the fence round the kitchen door 

has been put up.  The heightening of the outside fence round EYFS is under review.  There 

has been one referral to the Local Authority Designated Officer. 

Governors praised the success of the new drop off arrangements and staff confirmed that 

there had been few issues with parents.  Sensitivity is exercised with parents of children in 

EYFS, but the children there are becoming more independent because they start their day in 

a calmer fashion.   

Governors asked if the new arrangements for late children meant increased work for the 

office, but SA reported that office staff were coping.  Absences are down compared to this 

time last year.   

JA asked if handover arrangements for clubs with outside providers could be brought into 

line with those for school clubs, and staff will make sure outside providers have copies of 

the handover document. 

 

9  Policies for review 

Governor Staff Links Policy  

YP asked whether the findings from governor visits could be shared more widely.  SA 

proposed that after reports had been sent to her and the Chair of Governors, these could be 

redacted if necessary and shared with FGB.  SA and ZB will also create pro formas for 

governor visits, in order to make better and more consistent use of them.  Governors 

welcomed both these developments.  The usefulness of specific year group and subject 

visits was also discussed. 

Home School Agreement  



JR shared the new streamlined values based document, which governors commended.  

Governors asked whether the responsibilities of the school should be shown to include 

marking as well as setting homework, and SA noted the need for a swift review of 

homework policy.  Governors suggested that more attention should be given to parents’ 

responsibilities when their children are representing the school at sporting events etc.  

Governors questioned whether our youngest children could be expected to understand the 

document, but staff assured them that it would be read out to them and explained.  JA 

suggested using Dyslexie Font, in order to make it more accessible.   

The need for the (no longer statutory) document was discussed, but JR pointed out that it 

was essential for the internet safety agreement to be signed.  It was concluded that the 

document still served as a useful reference point for standards and expectations.  

 

Other policies for review have been revised and were held over until the next meeting (see 

below), along with policies in need of urgent updating. 

 

10  AOB 

Policies for review in November: Dyslexia, Collective Worship, Supporting Children with 

Medical Conditions, Homework, Assessment, Behaviour. 

SA will send out the updated policies well in advance of the meeting in order to allow 

adequate time for discussion. 

 

11 Date of Next Meeting: 14th November at 1.30pm. 

 

The meeting closed at 2.45pm. 

 

  

 

 

 

 


