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School context 

SS Philip and James [Phil and Jim] Church of England Primary School serves a community in 
the Jericho area of North Oxford. Currently there are 406 pupils on roll with a significant 
number of families from different faith backgrounds. The parish church of St Margaret’s is 
within walking distance of the school. The headteacher has been in post since 2001. 

The distinctiveness and effectiveness of SS Philip and James as a Church of England 
school are outstanding 

Phil and Jim has a very strong sense of being a welcoming and worshipping community, with 
very good links between church and school. Everyone feels they belong and are encouraged 
to achieve highly. 

Established strengths 

 The strong sense of belonging and community, modelled and embraced by everyone. 

 Quality collective worship and religious education [RE], nurturing pupils’ spiritual 
development. 

 The partnership between church and school. 

Focus for development 

 Enhance the evaluation of collective worship, involving pupils and governors. 

 Establish a forum for clergy and pupils to discuss the deep questions of faith and life 
together. 

The school, through its distinctive Christian character, is outstanding at meeting the 
needs of all learners 

Phil and Jim provides an excellent learning environment where pupils are proud to belong. 
This inclusive, cohesive community demonstrates Christian love and service and is much 
loved by its pupils and much appreciated by its parent body. Pupils say you can tell this is a 
Christian school as ‘everyone prays regularly, we get preached to and our school is named 
after the two saints, Saint Philip and Saint James. Also we have candles, a wooden cross 
and sing hymns.’ Parents acknowledge that the ‘religious input impacts on the whole thing’. 
The school is seen to value the widest range of achievement and pupils feel able to make a 
positive contribution, showing great care for younger children. They enjoy giving to charitable 
projects, through which they experience the Christian values of service and gratitude. Their 
sense of global awareness is greatly enhanced through the Comenius links with partner 
schools in other countries including Poland and other European countries. The annual CX 
week enables pupils to reflect on different aspects of faith and culture. Bright, prominent 
displays and interactive reflection zones nurture pupils’ spiritual development. The school 
grounds provide a focus for pupils’ engagement with the natural world. There is an ongoing 
project to develop an outdoor quiet area on completion of the new school buildings. 

The impact of collective worship on the school community is outstanding 

The attitude of pupils to collective worship is outstanding because the quality of worship 
offered to them is excellent, contributing greatly to their spiritual development. Pupils 
especially value worship led by the clergy with a focus on Bible stories. These inspire the 



school day and permeate all school life and practice with pupils able to ‘relate these to our 
own lives’. Pupils say, ‘It’s good for people like me as I’m not a Christian and I can learn more 
about The Bible’. They appreciate the rich variety in the pattern of worship, with its focus on 
the value of the month, such as courage; and enjoy worshipping together in a setting which 
enables them to encounter Jesus. Pupils ‘regularly say The Lord’s Prayer and twice a week 
the vicar comes to preach to us. Although we have our own school prayer we are invited to 
pray privately inside our heads’. They say they like going to church to worship, viewing this as 
‘precious’ and a ‘very sacred place which is specifically for that purpose as our hall is for 
other things as well’. There is great support from the clergy who meet with senior leaders to 
plan and review worship. Key festivals in the church year, such as Christingle, Candlemas, 
Ash Wednesday and Easter take place in church. Pupils experience being part of the wider 
Anglican communion. Excellent examples include the visit of The Bishop of Oxford who 
‘came to our school to celebrate our ten year anniversary’. Older pupils met the Bishop of 
Dorchester at Christchurch Cathedral as part of the 2011 celebrations with their contributions 
to The Oxfordshire Gospels and his 2011 Christmas card. Pupils enjoy planning and leading 
worship themselves on a regular basis and share their reflections on worship which feeds into 
school evaluation on worship. They welcome the opportunity to record their reflections, 
saying ‘it may convince the adults a bit to take our ideas and add it together to see what it 
makes’. In these ways, worship is constantly improving in quality, integrity and style. 

The effectiveness of the religious education is outstanding 

RE has a very high profile in this school and is passionately led by the RE and Spirituality co 
–ordinator together with one of the assistant heads. Pupils clearly enjoy their RE lessons, 
saying, ‘RE is fun and enjoyable’ and ‘we learn about the different religions apart from your 
own one. So if you are talking to a Hindu or Muslim, you don’t really offend them as you know 
what you are talking about’. Teaching and learning is very good with standards in RE as high 
as other core subjects. Pupils speak highly of the ‘excellent teaching where everyone gets a 
chance to ask questions and offer thoughts’ about God and life. A systematic method of 
assessment and tracking informs planning and demonstrates achievement. Marking is 
purposeful, with pupils recognising what they need to do in order to improve their work. Pupils 
say, ‘teachers tell you strong points and you improve on that to do better’ which ‘progresses 
you to the next level’. Next steps include enhancing the monitoring and evaluation of RE. 
Many pupils show a good level of theological literacy and can explain Christian concepts 
such as trinity and salvation in their own words. In lessons pupils explore life’s big questions, 
such as ‘Did God create the universe?’ and ‘Were Adam and Eve the first people on earth?’ 
They welcome time to sit down with the clergy and explore further these deep questions of 
life and faith. Teaching often takes place through Explore topics such as Explore Advent , 
Explore Pilgrimage and Explore Easter, using St Margaret’s Church and  clergy as a 
resource. Year 2 pupils are able to reflect on belonging with reference to the story of Ruth, 
using a variety of enquiry approaches; whilst Year 6 pupils can engage with exploring 
worship and community across a diverse range of faiths, building on previous knowledge. 

The effectiveness of the leadership and management of the school as a church school 
is outstanding 

Phil and Jim’s distinctive Christian vision is clearly evident and effectively promoted by the 
headteacher and her staff. This is embraced by the clergy and governors so that the school’s 
Church of England foundation is celebrated by all. An excellent partnership exists with the 
church in which the church is an integral part of the community. Pupil work has been 
displayed in church and the school features in the parish magazine. Parents speak highly of 
the school’s pastoral care and of the staff commitment to the needs of the pupils as ‘one of 
the strengths of the school’.  They say they feel very welcomed here and part of the 
community. Pupils have a voice through the student council. Foundation governors are active 
in their support for the school. They ensure areas from the last inspection have been 
addressed. They appoint effective teachers, giving them opportunities for leadership 
experience. Areas for future development include embedding the school vision in the life of 
the community. Some pupils also had the opportunity to meet with The Prime Minister at 
Christchurch Cathedral to hear him speak about the work of The Bible Society and 
demonstrate their part in the 2011 diocesan celebrations. In all these ways. Phil and Jim 
maintains excellence in everything. 
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