
     

Minutes of the Curriculum Committee on 17th January 2018 at 1.30 pm 

Present: Yvonne Pinner (Chair), Sarah Awuye (head), Jo Reeder (deputy head), Zoe Banfield 

(deputy head), Juliette Ash (governor), Tom Albinson (governor), Elisabeth Jay (governor), 

Katharine Wilson (clerk). 

1  Declarations of interest 

None. 

2  Apologies and minutes 

JA apologised for her absence for part of this meeting.  The minutes of the previous meeting 

were approved and are uploaded to the website.  It was decided that minutes will no longer 

contain policies as appendices. 

3  Matters arising not on the agenda 

Two extra policies have been added to the agenda for review: Governor-staff links and E -

safety. 

4  SEN and DES report 

SA explained that the SDIP includes an updated version of the current state of SEND as one 

of the priorities.   However, in response to governors noting that the current report on the 

website dates from July 2017, SA agreed to produce a brief updated text which will be 

submitted to the next curriculum meeting, and uploaded to the website when it has been 

approved.  SA reported that she was meeting with Karen May to discuss the budget, which 

will impact on whether a new SENCo is an external or internal appointment.  In the interim, 

SA continues in the role, with external SEN support.  SEN headlines include the auditing of 

LSAs in order to assess their strengths and areas for development. 

With regard to Disability, Equality and Accessibility, SA suggested moving towards a policy 

which incorporates all three elements (the Equality policy already exists) and this policy will 

be added to the May agenda.       ACTION: YP 

    

 

 



5  SDIP for Curricom 

1  Safeguarding 

SA explained that safeguarding was meeting statutory requirements.  Some governors still 

need to complete PREVENT training and YP noted the importance of this being completed as 

soon as possible.  The school has a lockdown drill planned.  Locks for shared area doors are 

under review.  The difficulty of closing blinds in classrooms (e.g. when girls are changing for 

PE) was discussed, and a common-sense approach agreed.  One referral has been made to 

LADO – no further action. 

4,5,6,7,8 & 11  Pupil Progress 

JR guided governors through the updated statistics on the SDIP.  The current low figures for 

Year 2 (especially in writing) are linked to a large percentage of new pupils with EAL (see 

page 10, 16 of SDIP).  Phonics is now being streamed across 9 groups, with related 

homework, and for the lower attaining pupils phonics books are linked to the relevant 

phonics sounds.  Transition co-ordinator Louise Wright will also be responsible for EAL, and 

is currently gathering information on fluency for the census.  JR also noted that the statistics 

had been further broken down into groups (boys, girls etc) for analysis.    

Year 3 stats for maths (page 6) represent a problem with tracking and will be updated.  

Governors praised the encouraging signs of improvement in SEN progress and attainment.  

EYFS is also making progress in writing.  Governors discussed the speed at which progress 

could be expected from Year 6, which is currently being tracked.  Governors noted how 

much writing was seen on the Governor Open Day on 15th Jan, and SA responded that 

English Leaders Hilma Lindqvist and Libby Sunderland are undertaking learning walks and 

book reviews, and updating writing policies. 

10 Christian character of the school 

SA explained that she was currently reviewing the SIAMS toolkit.  Jane Gould and Louise 

Gaffney have been conducting pupil voice surveys on collective worship and RE.  TA’s 

assemblies proving popular.  

EJ asked about the possibility of a reflection space, noted in the last SIAMS report.  YP called 

attention to the successful use of reflection spaces in some classrooms.  SA reported that 

the use of the nurture shed is under development, and will be unlocked for playtime.   The 

library is also being developed by Aoife Walsh. 

YP asked what had happened to make the school’s previously ‘outstanding’ rating in doubt, 

and SA noted that at the mid-term review, not all recommendations from the last report 

had been fully actioned.  She is meeting the new Diocesan Link Advisor (Chris Price-Smith), 

and EJ is meeting collective worship staff.   

 

 



EJ noted that the lack of visibility of Christian iconography had been commented on in the 

previous report, especially as you enter the school.  SA said that more displays were in 

process following recent redecoration, and the usefulness of the ‘values’ display in the 

vestibule was noted.  SA wondered if the habit of referring to the school as ‘Phil and Jim’ 

rather than using its proper name was significant.   ACTION: SA 

 12  Behaviour 

ZB shared with governors a report on the number of incidents of poor behaviour, classroom 

and playground related, which will take the place of the playground book.  The incidence is 

low and she will analyse further in order to unpick common threads.  SA felt there may have 

been some over-reporting, particularly of classroom incidents, and will work with staff for 

the better management of low level disruptive behaviour.  ZB noted that some children 

were unaware of the consequences of their actions and stressed the need for consistency in 

giving a warning first, followed by a Reflection Form (the old Behaviour Form) if a second 

poor choice is made.  Children admit to poor behaviour but do not wish parents to know 

about it (as they will do if a Reflection Form is issued).   

Governors praised the arrangements and the House Points and Postcard Home for good 

behaviour system, but suggested that there was still room for further clarity with some 

teachers as to how Postcards Home differed from House Points.  It was also suggested that 

this new system be communicated to parents.  An item will go in the newsletter and on the 

website.  New behaviour reports will be regularly produced and evaluated against previous 

ones.         ACTION: SA 

6  SDIP priorities not on the website 

Governors agreed that it would be helpful for headlines from the SDIP to appear on the 

website and that a link be sent out in the newsletter as part of continuous school 

improvement.  In conjunction with this, the Chair of Governors will write an article for the 

newsletter on the Governors’ Open Day.    ACTION: BH 

7  Outdoor lights 

SA reported that she is meeting with the PTA who are keen to negotiate with Summertown 

Stars over the funding of the astroturf and outside lights.  YP reported again that the issue 

with the lights is that they are too low and poorly angled so that the glare is directly at eye 

level and is blinding.  This also means that the lights are ineffective in lighting the entire 

astroturf or netball area. The lights were lowered for ease of bulb changing and 

maintenance, but they are now ineffective. 

The positioning of the lights will be investigated by SA with regards to planning permission 

too.          ACTION: SA 

8  Policies for review 

SEN, Assessment, RE – subject to minor emendations, these policies will be put forward for 

adoption at FGB. 



E-safety – this policy will be put forward for adoption at FGB.  TA noted the need for a guest 

log-in to the hall computer and raised the question of the safety of memory sticks on school 

computers.        ACTION SA 

Governor-staff links – this will be updated, and the reporting form used at the Governor 

Open Day added as an alternative Appendix to the current model. 

9 AOB 

In connection with the Governors’ Open Day, EJ highlighted that Gemma Chapman had 

prepared a resource map for PHSE ensuring coherence and progression.  SA noted that GC 

was welcome to submit it to a staff meeting but had not yet done so. 

Policies for review in March – Sport. 

Date of next meeting – CHANGED to 8TH March at 1.30 pm.  The meeting closed at 3pm.  

  

  

Date: ……………………………………………………………………… 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………….. 

 Yvonne PINNER      

 

 

  

 


