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In September 2014 a new National Curriculum was introduced. 

This curriculum significantly raised the expectations of what 

children should know and be able to do within each year group. 

At the same time as this the Government announced they were 

scrapping levelled assessments.  This information leaflet is to 

inform parents and carers about the assessment that  happens 

while your child is at SS Philip and James CE VA Primary. 

School.   



Assessment nationally  
  

From May 2016 onwards there was a different set of national tests for pupils at the 
end of Year 2 and Year 6. These tests no longer allocate a level as they did in the 
past. The new tests tell us on a sliding numeric scale whether each pupil has met 
the national expected standard, not met it or exceeded it. These new assessments 
take into account the tougher, new National Curriculum.   
Schools are now required to use their own on-going assessment systems 
to track the progress children in their school are making.   
 

Assessment at SS Philip and James 
 

Here at Phil and Jim, we use the information we have gathered through the use of 
the assessment records, daily marking and feedback, group and guided work and 
of course any tests we use, to track the children’s progress using an online pro-
gramme called School Pupil Tracker. Pupil Tracker measures your child’s progress 
against the expectations of their year group, moving from Emerging (E) to Devel-
oping (D) to Secure (S) during the academic year. This applies to all children in 
Year 1 to Year 6.  
 
For children in EYFS, we will continue to assess children against the Early Learn-
ing Goals, using Tapestry to create online Learning Journeys.  
 
 
The example below show the typical progress throughout the year of a Year 4  
pupil: 
 

 
 
Teacher Led Assessments 
On-going teacher led assessments will continue. This happens daily in school 
where the teacher sets up an activity or task for your child to complete.  Your child 
will complete an activity (which could be written or practical) and the teacher will 
decide  whether or not the learning objective has been met and whether they are 
then met on different occasions where your child works independently. This kind of 
on-going assessment is vital at school, as it helps the teacher plan what your child 
needs to learn next. 

September of Year 4 Year 3 Secure (Y3S) This child has a secure grasp of the skills and knowledge 
taught during Year 3 and is ready for the Year 4 curricu-
lum. 

January of Year 4 Year 4 Emerging (Y4E) This means the child is making expected progress and is 
on track to be Secure by the end of the year. 

April of Year 4 Year 4 Developing (Y4D) This means the child is making expected progress and is 
on track to be Secure by the end of the year. 

July of Year 4 Year 4 Secure (Y4S) This means that this child has a good grasp of the skills 
and knowledge taught during Year 4 and is ready for the 
Year 5 curriculum. 



 
What does # mean? 

 

The DfE has added weight and focus to a child’s ability to apply their learning, we 

are calling this Depth of Learning and showing it as #1, #2, #3 and #4. Depth of 

Learning is how a child can apply the curriculum in a more complex and in-depth 

way.  A child with better Depth of Learning will score higher in the DfE's new end of 

Key Stage tests than a child with lower Depth of Learning, even if they know the 

same content. Depth of Learning is how skilfully a child can apply their learning. 

This is not just knowing a fact, but it is using that fact in increasingly difficult situa-

tions.  

The table below explains the 4 ‘depth of learning levels: 

 

Example: For an able Year 4 child, their level moving through Year 4 
will show “Year 4 Emerging at Depth of Learning Level 3 (Y4E#3)”, then 
“Y4D#3” and finally “Y4S#3” 
 
 
Foundation Stage Children 
Within the first six weeks of children starting school in September they will be ob-
served by teachers and LSAs in their class to assess the individual child's starting 
point, this is called a Baseline Assessment. This will be used by teachers to track 
your child’s progress through the year. There is no individual sit down test for this; it 
takes place as part of the normal school day. At the end of the year, children will be 
assessed and being ‘emerging’, ‘expected’ or ‘exceeding’ a Good Level of Develop-
ment. 
 
 

Depth of Learning Rating [Mastery] 

#1 [Low] #2 [Expected] #3 [Good] #4 [Very good] 
About 10% pf children will 

be at this rating  About 1% pf children will be 

at this rating 
This is below the ex-

pected standard depth 

of application and un-

derstanding. 

Does not apply their 

learning. 

This is the expected 

standard depth of appli-

cation and understand-

ing. 

Average application of 

learning. 

This is above the ex-

pected standard depth 

of application and un-

derstanding. 

Good application of 

learning. 

This is well above the 

expected stand-

ard depth of application 

and understanding.  

Very good application of 

learning. 

Recalls facts, remembers 

learnt information.  

Constructs simple re-

sponses. 

Applies understanding.  

Uses facts, information or 

procedures to respond 

to, solve and answer 

problems. 

Applies own knowledge 

in a different context. 

Applies understanding in 

more complex situations.  

Uses facts, information or 

procedures to respond 

to, solve and answer 

complex problems.  

Applies own knowledge 

in an alternative and un-

usual context. 

Applies understanding 

creatively in more intri-

cate situations.  

Uses facts, information or 

procedures to respond 

to, solve and answer 

complex and unfamiliar 

problems.  

Applies own knowledge 

into alternative and 

unique contexts. 

Most children will be judged 

at this rating 
About 10% pf children will be 

at this rating 



 
End of Year 1 
Children will take the Phonics Screening Check. Children will also be assessed 
on a regular basis using teacher assessment and Pupil Tracker to report the 
progress made by each child, based on end of year expectations. 
 

 
End of Key Stage 1  
When your child is in Year 2 they will be regularly as-
sessed throughout the year as usual, by the teacher to en-
sure they are making progress towards the end of year ex-
pectations.  
  
At the end of Year 2, children will be assessed using exter-

nally set government tests, but will be marked internally by the teacher. This will 
be done for maths and reading. Writing is purely teacher assessed. There will 
also be an externally set non-statutory spelling, punctuation and grammar test, 
which will be part of the writing assessment. Children will be given a scaled 
score which will be out of 100, where 100 is the new standard for that stage. 
 
 
Throughout Key Stage 2 (Year 3 to Year 6) 
We will use Pupil Tracker to keep track of the progress your child makes. This is 
based on the end of year expectations and whether your child has met these. 
Teacher assessment will continue throughout the year, as this helps the teacher 
with future planning and to ensure your child is learning and making progress 

 
End of Key Stage 2                                                                                          
  
Teacher assessment will continue throughout the year; this includes continually 

assessing writing. Children will also sit National Tests at 
the end of Year 6 in mathematics, English reading and 
English grammar, spelling and punctuation. These will be 
externally set and externally marked.  Children will be giv-
en a scaled score, which parents will be able to compare 
with the average for the school, the local area and nation-
ally. Your child will be given a scaled score between 80 
and 120, where 100 is the new standard for that stage. 
 

 
 

If you have any further questions, please contact your child’s class 
teacher, via the school office, who will be happy to answer any  

questions you have. 
 


