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Friday 6th October 2017 

 
Dear parents and carers 
 
We had our first school council meeting last week which involved a lively discussion about playtime, 
book week and class libraries.  In the meeting, we agreed that throughout the year School Council 
would discuss areas of the school that needed improvement as well as giving children an open forum 
to share and talk about their ideas.  To start the year, School Council have decided that they would 
like to talk to their classes about playground behaviour so we can improve playtimes for all the 
children.  School Council would also like the school to take part in Children in Need this year; they 
will let us know exactly how we will be involved at our next meeting in October. 
 
Book Fair 
You purchased a grand total of £1503.28 worth of books from the book fair last week which allows 
the school to spend £840 on books.  School Council felt that our class libraries need some updating 
so I have asked teachers to use this money to improve their class libraries.   
 
School reception  
In order to try to reduce the length of time you are waiting in reception, we have purchased a 
document carousel which contains current letters as well as forms for after school club and 
breakfast club, pupil information etc.  The office team will also include community information 
leaflets you may find useful.  You can also securely return any forms to us by posting them in our 
post box which is located on the left hand side of the main school doors.  
 
Sponsored read by Year 5  

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snacks at playtime 
All the children are able to bring a snack into school for morning playtime.  We would like to 
encourage the children to eat a healthy snack of vegetables or fruit.  Please note we provide fruit for 
children in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 via the Change for Life School Fruit and Vegetable Scheme. 
 
Half term Multi Sports club 
After the success of the September Inset day sports club, Ignite will be running a half term sports 
club at school during October half term. Please see the leaflet at the end of this newsletter for 
further details.  

Sponsored read for Unicef 
We are three girls in Year 5 - Mila, Joss and Olivia –and we are doing a 
sponsored read in October. We will be reading an hour every night for Unicef. 
All the money they raise will go to Unicef for all the children in the world who 
need help. Please help support us by sponsoring us – you can send any 
sponsor money to the office in a clear labelled envelope. 
Thank you 
Mila, Joss and Olivia 
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Sports Fixtures 
Congratulations to the Year 3 and 4 
girls who performed brilliantly at 
the first Girls on the Ball event of 
this academic year. The initiative 
began last year and is hosted by 
Oxford High School. Having won 
the first competitive event with 
the Year 5 and 6 girls team last 
year, Phil and Jim's girls once again 
demonstrated their competitive 
spirit and footballing prowess.  
 
Taking on Oxford High and St 
Nicholas twice each, the girls won 
three matches and draw one, 
scoring five goals and finishing top 
of the mini league in the process. 

Congratulations to all involved!  
 
We look forward to forthcoming sporting events this year. Our aim is to involve all children in self-
challenge events this year and for as many children as possible to take part in inter school sporting 
competitions. 
Mr Rob Miles 
 
My Maths 
MyMaths is an online interactive mathematics learning platform.  The school subscribes to this and 
provides log-in’s for children in Year 1-6.  Your children will be reminded of their log in details or, if 
your child is new, log in details will be set up. 
   
Teacher’s will tell your child when a specific task has been set for them to complete, however you 
can also access the different games and tasks at any time.  Please see your child’s class teacher if you 
have any problems logging in or have any questions about MyMaths. 
https://www.mymaths.co.uk 
 
Assessment evening 
Thank you to those who attended, it was lovely to see so many of you there.  If you didn’t attend the 
meeting, you can find the PowerPoint slides and the assessment information booklet, on our 
website http://philandjim.org.uk/perch/resources/assessment-at-phil-and-jim-information-booklet-
for-parents.pdf http://www.philandjim.org.uk/perch/resources/assessment-at-phil-and-jim-
information-for-parents.pdf 
Hard copies of the assessment information booklet are also available at reception.  
If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me, via the school office. 
Miss Reeder 

 

https://www.mymaths.co.uk/
http://philandjim.org.uk/perch/resources/assessment-at-phil-and-jim-information-booklet-for-parents.pdf
http://philandjim.org.uk/perch/resources/assessment-at-phil-and-jim-information-booklet-for-parents.pdf
http://www.philandjim.org.uk/perch/resources/assessment-at-phil-and-jim-information-for-parents.pdf
http://www.philandjim.org.uk/perch/resources/assessment-at-phil-and-jim-information-for-parents.pdf
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Cover for L1 and L4  
On Friday 13th October, Miss McEvoy and Miss Banfield will be travelling to South Africa to visit our 
partner school – Tinis Primary. They will be working with the school on a Connecting Classrooms 
project entitled Zero Hunger. The aim of the project is to develop children’s critical thinking skills 
and to work in partnership to share ideas on how to develop a school garden. Whilst they are in 
South Africa, Miss McEvoy and Miss Banfield will have the opportunity to teach some critical 
thinking lessons to the children at Tinis Primary School, to talk to staff and share teaching and 
learning ideas and to meet with teachers from the UK and South Africa at a professional 
development conference. They hope to be able to send us regular updates of their visit, including 
photos and videos to share with the children to support our South Africa topic work.  
The week Miss McEvoy and Miss Banfield are away (week beginning 16th October), Lilac 1 will be 
taught by Mr Bliss And Lilac 4 will be taught by Ms Pogose and Mr Ezekiel. 

 

 
PTA News  
Becs Ekins and Carries Heyward (pictured) are excited to be taking 
up new roles as PTA co-chairs and looking forward to working 
closely with the school to support the teachers wherever possible. 
  
Thank you to Jen and Lara for a smooth transition, and also to the 

team of lovely folk who are staying on to continue making out PTA such a vibrant 
organisation.  Many thanks also to those of you who have volunteered to be class reps this year. 
  
A few reminders: 
* Register to receive PTA emails (often weekly, on Thursdays) by following 
this www.philandjimspta.org  
* Create your account on School Classlist to make sure you don't miss any important notices and 
updates from your child's Class Representative. Our school is listed as "SS Philip & James' Primary" 
* “Like" us on Facebook 
* Have you visited our website? Check it out! 
  
Please do come and say hi to us in the playground if we haven't met yet, especially if you would like 
to get involved or have any ideas for the PTA going forwards, or email using 
the contact@philandjimspta.org address 
 

School calendar 
The children have now decided the themes for our annual school calendar. The photographs for 
the calendar will take place Tuesday 10th October.  So if your child is taking part in the calendar 
please can your child come to school dressed ready for their month.  Please return any 
outstanding calendar consent forms by Monday 9th October. Many thanks. 
 

Month  Theme  Suggested costumes  

January Backwards Day Wearing clothes backwards 

February Chinese New Year Red/ gold  

https://classlist.com/
https://www.facebook.com/PhilAndJimsPTA/
https://philandjimspta.org/
mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
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March  Mars God of War Roman theme – Shields, swords  

April  Spring Celebrations Spring related, birthday related 

May May 4th be with you Star Wars 

June Summer sports Sweat bands, tennis rackets etc 

July Extreme sports e.g. skateboards Urban chic, skate boarding  

August  Camping Sleeping bags, pyjamas, tent 

September Back to School  School Uniform 

October Hibernating/ autumn animals  Hedgehogs, badgers,  

November Roald Dahl characters Umpa Lumpa, BFG etc. 

December Winter  Winter Clothes 

 
 
 
 

Autumn Term 2017 & INSET 

Half Term Monday 23rd October – Friday 27th October  

INSET (school closed) Monday 30th October   

End of Autumn Term  Tuesday 19th December  1.30pm  

Start of Spring Term  Thursday 4th January 2018 

 
 
 

Dates for your diary 

Calendar Photos Tuesday 10th October 

Year 4 Family Assembly  Friday 13th October 9.00am 

Open Morning Tuesday 17th October  

Year 3 Cake Sale Friday 20th October 3pm 

Year 6 Maths Challenge at St 
Edwards (details to follow) 

Tuesday 31st October 

Parents Evening  Wednesday 1st November 3.30pm-5.30pm in school 
hall  

Parents Evening Thursday 2nd November 5.00pm- 7.30pm in the school 
hall  

Individual pupils photographs Thursday 2nd November 

Year 5  trip – Cotswold Wildlife 
Trip (details to follow) 

Friday 3rd November  

Year 4 Maths Challenge at 
Summer Fields (details to 
follow) 

Tuesday 7th November  

Year 6 Netball Match (details to 
follow) 

Tuesday 7th November  

Vaccinations – EYFS, Year 1,2,3,4 
(details to follow) 

Wednesday 8th November  

Year 6 Cinema Trip to Phoenix Thursday 9th November  
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Pictures to see House  

Anti-Bullying Week  Monday 13th November – Friday 17th November 

Children in Need (details to 
follow) 

Friday 17th November  

Year 5 & 6 Anti Bullying Week 
Assembly for Parents 

Friday 17th November 9.00am in school hall  

Flu Jabs – EYFS, Year 1,2,3,4 Wednesday 29th November  

South Africa Day (details to 
follow) 

Friday 1st December from 2pm 

Whole School visit to Oxford 
Playhouse -Panto (details to 
follow)  

Monday 4th December  

Christingle service in church for 
children  

Tuesday 5th December  

Year 1 Nativity in Church  Tuesday 12th December 6pm 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Nativity  

Wednesday 13th December 9.30am in the school hall  

KS2 carol service in church 
(details to follow) 

Thursday 14th December St Margaret’s Church 6.30pm  

PTA Christmas Bazaar  Friday 15th December  

 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye  
Headteacher 
 

Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community.  
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