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Friday 3rd November 2017 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Parent/ teacher meetings took place this week for all children in school.  We hope you found the 
meetings useful and you now have a clear understanding of where your child is working in the core 
subjects of: maths, reading and writing.  We are focusing on accurately assessing the pupils to 
ensure they have challenging learning experiences in these core subjects but we recognise that this 
is just one aspect of your child's daily experience in school.  If you have yet to meet your child’s 
teacher, please contact the office staff who will be happy to arrange that for you.  
 
South Africa visit  
Miss McEvoy and I returned from our visit to South Africa during half term.  We had a wonderful 
experience.  I have written a blog about the visit that you may wish to share with your child.  
https://philandjimsouthafricavisit.wordpress.com/ 
Miss Banfield 
 
Staff changes 
After fourteen years of working at Phil and Jim, Mrs Kelly Brain has resigned as Special Educational 
Needs Coordinator (SENco) and will be leaving us at the end of this term.  We are sad to see Kelly 
leave us but we wish her the very best in her future endeavours.  The children and staff will be 
saying goodbye to Kelly in our final whole school assembly on Thursday 14th December.    
 
We will be advertising for a SENco to replace Mrs Brain as soon as possible, in the meantime I will 
take on the role of Acting SENco from January 2018 until we recruit a permanent SENco.    
 
Year 6 Maths Challenge at St Edwards School, Oxford  
On Tuesday 31st October 2017 four children from Year 6 represented the school in a Maths 
Challenge at St Edwards School.  More than 35 different schools from around Oxfordshire took part.  
The children had to complete a range of mathematical challenges working in pairs.  
The children representing Phil & Jim were Tilly Dorso, Lueming Yang, Joshua Zahl and Luke Williams. 
After some intense competition, one of our teams achieved 23rd place while the other was joint 6th 
place. The children enjoyed the competition a great deal and were grateful to their hosts for the hot 
food and doughnuts.  
 
Phonics information evening for Early Years Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 parents– Tuesday 
14th November 6.30pm 
We are holding a phonics information session aimed at the parents and carers of the youngest 
children in the school.  Phonics is an important part of your child’s learning and so we will be 
explaining how we teach phonics and exploring terms like phonemes, blending and sound buttons 
etc. We will also explore the part phonics plays in your child’s early reading and writing 
development.  Some of it will be a practical; we hope you will leave with an idea of what a phonics 
lesson is like for your child as well as practical ways you can support your child at home.  To ensure 
we prepare enough resources, please let the office know by Thursday 9th November if you will be 
attending. 

https://philandjimsouthafricavisit.wordpress.com/
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Mrs Hilma Lindqvist – Key Stage 1 English leader 
 
Individual pupil and sibling photographs 
Your child will be bringing home their proof photo home today. Please return all photo orders to 
school office by Thursday 9th November, so that we can return them to you before the end of term. 
 
 

 Term Dates 

End of Autumn Term  Tuesday 19th December  1.30pm  

Start of Spring Term  Thursday 4th January 2018 

INSET school closed for children Friday 9th February 2018 

February Half Term Monday 12th February- Monday 19th February 2018 

End of Spring Term Thursday 29th March 2018 

Start of Summer Term Monday 16th April 2018 

May Half Term Monday 28th May- Tuesday 5th June 2018 

INSET school closed for children Monday 4th June 2018 

End of Summer Term Wednesday 25th July 2018 

 
 
 

Dates for your diary 

Year 4 Maths Challenge at 
Summer Fields  

Tuesday 7th November  

Year 3-6 Cross Country 
Competition  

Tuesday 7th November  

Year 6 Netball Match  Tuesday 7th November  

Year 6 Cinema Trip to Phoenix 
Pictures to see House  

Thursday 9th November  

Anti-Bullying Week  Monday 13th November – Friday 17th November 

Phonics Evening – EYFS and KS1  Tuesday 14th November – 6.30pm – 7.30pm 

Children in Need (details to 
follow) 

Friday 17th November  

Year 5 & 6 Anti Bullying Week 
Assembly for Parents 

Friday 17th November 9.00am in school hall  

PTA Swishing  Saturday 18th November  

Year 3 – Natural History Museum  Thursday 23rd and 24th November  

Year 3 Violin Assembly for parents Tuesday 28th November  

Flu Jabs – EYFS, Year 1,2,3,4 Wednesday 29th November  

South Africa Day (details to 
follow) 

Friday 1st December from 2pm 

Whole School visit to Oxford 
Playhouse -Panto (details to 
follow)  

Monday 4th December  
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Christingle service in church for 
children  

Tuesday 5th December  

Year 5 – Wychwood School for 
MFL day (details to follow) 

Wednesday 6th December 

Year 1 Nativity in Church  Tuesday 12th December 6.00pm 

Early Years Foundation Stage 
Nativity  

Wednesday 13th December 9.30am in the school hall  

Year 2 Christmas carol concert  Thursday 14th December 2.30pm in school hall  

KS2 carol service in church (details 
to follow) 

Thursday 14th December St Margaret’s Church 
6.30pm  

PTA Christmas Bazaar  Friday 15th December  

    
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms Sarah Awuye  
Headteacher 
 
 

Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community.  
 

          
Could you help a child to read and change their life forever? 
Volunteers needed  
ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a local registered charity which operates in Oxfordshire 
Primary Schools to help children who are struggling with reading. 
All it takes is one and a half hours twice a week during the school day as an ARCh volunteer in a 
primary school near you. 
Full training is given and we provide ongoing support and reimburse travel 
expenses 

To find out more, visit our website 
www.archoxfordshire.org.uk 
Or telephone us on 01869 320380 
The charity obtains enhanced DBS checks on all volunteers before placement      
Registered Charity Number 1146276 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.archoxfordshire.org.uk/
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'Police Operation' Notice near the school 
Many parents will have noticed the sudden arrival of drug dealers and users around the Rec, 
and around the railway bridge into Port Meadow. People have even reported these people 
near the children's playground during the early afternoon and it has created a very worrying 
situation. 
 
Luckily we have three very effective Police Community Support Officers in North Oxford, and 
they have been carrying out surveillance around our area, and have made two dealer 
arrests. 
 
We had a walkabout with two of them on 24 October when they were able to reassure us 
that the dealers/users had moved on - but they need to know if you see any in the 
neighbourhood of the School/Rec/bridge. You can always phone 101 (or 999 if you want an 
immediate response) or email with details of your sighting 
to: OxfordNorthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk (this is easier)  and one of our three 
PCSOs will pick it up. 
 
We also met Julian Cooper, the Council Parks Officer with a ten strong team, who said he 
was very willing to be contacted by anybody reporting a problem on the Rec/Burgess 
Field/Trap Grounds/Port Meadow. His email is: JCOOPER2@oxford.gov.uk. Mobile: 07342 
130903.  

We hope that, at least in the immediate area of the School, this problem has now gone away 
but we do need to remain vigilant.   
Liz Wade 'City Councillor for St Margaret's Ward' 
 

 

mailto:OxfordNorthNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk
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