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Friday 15 December 2017 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
In our final letter of the term, it seems fitting to reflect on what has been a busy, but wonderful term 
for all at SS Philip and James’.  Last week saw a flurry of Nativity performances and carol concerts.  I 
know all staff and parents were very proud of the children. Year 1 started us off with a lively and 
entertaining version of the Nativity, focusing on the value of giving to others.  This was followed by 
our Early Years Nativity, which I’m sure will be fondly remembered for years to come, by all who 
were there.  The children were super! 
 
Our Year 2 children took us beautifully through the story of the birth of Jesus through carols.  They 
are wonderful singers!  We ended our festive celebrations with Key Stage 2’s carol concert in St 
Margaret’s church which was a treat for all (including the rousing rendition of Rocking Around the 
Christmas Tree from staff and children).   
 
A new headship undoubtedly brings changes for all members of the school community.  As I end my 
first term at SS Philip and James’, I would like to acknowledge and say thank you for the support I 
have received from the governors, staff, parents and the wider school community, as we work 
together on our continuing school improvement journey and build on the current strengths and 
achievements at SS Philip and James’. The staff have worked tremendously hard this term for the 
children in their classes and I am looking forward to continuing the journey with them in 2018. 
 
This term, the key focus for the governing body and school leadership team has been the 
development and enhancement of high teaching standards and good practice in school.  As always, 
the aim of this is to ensure that all our pupils have the very best teaching and learning experience in 
order to enable them to fulfil their full potential.  As we move into the Spring term this will continue 
to be a focus for all staff and we look forward to the exciting opportunities the teachers have 
planned for the children.   
 

Last week we said goodbye to some children and staff, 
who we will miss but wish them the very best as they 
move on to their new schools and jobs.  In January, we 
will be welcoming Mr Ben Sadler who will be 
responsible for teaching PE across the school, extended 
schools (breakfast club, after school clubs and ASC) and 
inter and intra school sporting competitions.  We will 
also be joined by Miss Ariel Lambert who will be 
teaching Blue 1.  We warmly welcome them both and I 
am sure you will get to know them as we progress into 

the Spring term.   
 
 
 
 

Mr Ben Sadler 
Miss Ariel Lambert 
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Early Years Foundation Stage 
Wow! What an exciting and busy first term we have had. The children have settled so well into 
school life. They have made new friends and have thoroughly enjoyed the school topics and 
activities. Africa has been a huge hit. The children have enjoyed our storytelling sessions. They are 
able to retell stories and remember key story language using actions and songs to help. They have 
made Handa’s house (from Handa’s Surprise), made African jewellery and costume, written what 
they would like in Handa’s basket, made African animal footprints, animal masks and even 
developed a new kind of animal using Tinga Tinga tales as a stimulus. They have enjoyed making all 
kinds of concoctions in the mud kitchen and made up racing games with their friends around the 
bike track. They have heard African folk tales (Anansi spider was a firm favourite), made African-
inspired music and even learnt an African handshake! 

Our final topic of ‘celebrations’ was filled with Christmas songs, Santa costumes, an elves workshop 
Father Christmas letter writing and some very excited children. The children have also learnt about 
Divali, made a Divali lamp and talked about the importance of light. Thank you to Leo’s mum for 
telling us all about Hanukkah and for teaching us the Dreidal song. 

The children have thoroughly enjoyed their parents coming into school either to read a story, to give 
a talk or just to have a visit. Thank you to all who have volunteered this term. 

Now they (and the teachers!) are all in need of a holiday. Thank you for your support and 
enthusiasm this term and we look forward to seeing you all in the New Year. Merry Christmas. 
Miss Sarah Hudspith and Mrs Becky Davies 
 
Key Stage 1  
We have had a wonderful term in Lower Key Stage 1. The children have worked super hard and 

produced some fantastic work. Our 
South African Topic has meant the 
children have really broadened their 
knowledge and understanding of 
Africa and have made lots of new 
discoveries. Year 1 and 2 have both 
been lucky enough to have visited 
safari and wildlife parks, which was 
an exciting experience.  
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Year 1 have enjoyed looking at stories form other cultures. They enjoyed story-
telling the “Awongalema” Tale and produced some excellent writing. They 
have done some lovely DT work including 3D masks and pots, looking at 
inspiration from African prints and animal patterns. They have studied African 
music and put together a song with dance moves.  
 
Year 2 showed off their design skills by Junk 
modelling some very realistic African animals. Their 
African Safari using these models was a real 
adventure! They have researched animals and 
written some detailed reports. They have looked 

into a range of habitats and have become African animal experts!  
 
Year 1 performed brilliantly in their Nativity and in Year 2 their Carol 
Concert. We are so proud of the effort they put in and they are little 
stars! Have an amazing Christmas and see you in the New Year.  
Miss Carys Waterman 
 
 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 

This term has seen Blue 
working really hard to 
produce a memorable 
experience for their parents 
and carers with the South 
Africa day. The children 
shared their learning from the 
term and displayed the skills 
and knowledge they had 
acquired through the topic. As 
November passed and 
December hoved into view, 
the children began to 
experience their learning 
through the topic of 
Christmas. We hope you enjoy 
viewing some of their artwork 
inspired by the festive period. 

We would like to take the opportunity to congratulate the children on all of their hard work and 
achievement. We wish everyone a joyful holiday and look forward to seeing you all again in 2018. 
Mr Rob Miles  
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Upper Key Stage 2 
Lilac have had a fantastic term, firstly completing their work on South Africa and then studying 

Christmas. The children very much enjoyed their 
celebration of their first topic and I know the parents 
enjoyed the food they were served in the Year 5 
restaurant. The exploration of discrimination in Year 
6, proved very thought-provoking and the children 
gained an insight into apartheid through it.  
 
During their work on Christmas, the children have 
enjoyed creating salt dough decorations and studying 
the classic tale A Christmas Carol through 
storytelling. The children also created wonderful 
stained-glass windows depicting Christmas scenes, 

studied the story of Jesus' birth and had the opportunity to make gingerbread biscuits. 
 
I'm sure you'll agree that the children have all had a wonderful term. We look forward to more 
exciting activities that are planned for 2018. 
Mr Simon Bushall  
 
School website 
Over the past few weeks we have been updating our website to make it clearer for all to use.  We 
are in the process of transferring information and reducing the steps needed to access key 
information.  The transfer to the new website will begin on Thursday 21st December, so please be 
aware that there may be some disruption to information over the Christmas period.  We hope the 
new website will be live by Thursday 28th December 2017.   
 
E-Safety Workshop for Parents 
Please join us on Monday 8th January 2018 from 6:30 – 7:30pm in the School hall for an E-Safety 
workshop. Nick Speller, from 123ICT, will addressing the following areas in relation to keeping young 
people safe online: 

 Using technology safely, responsibly and respectfully 
 Keeping personal information private 
 Knowing where to go for help and support when they have concerns about content or 

contact on the internet or other online technologies 
 Recognising acceptable/unacceptable behaviour 

The evening session is not suitable for children to attend, but they will be taking part in E-Safety 
workshops with Nick during the day, tailored to their year group. 

Homework  
From January, each child will be given a Learning Log in which to complete a weekly homework 
activity. The Learning Log is a personal record where children can reflect and share their knowledge 
and understanding of objectives linked to work taught in school, in whatever way they choose. 
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Children will be given a task on a Friday and this is due in on a Wednesday.  In Year 2, homework will 
be given out on a Wednesday and will be due back to school on Monday.  
 
The weekly task will have a clear learning objective, which will be in child-friendly language.  The 
teacher will talk about this with the children, so they are clear about what they are expected to do. 
The task can be presented in whatever way they choose (e.g. write, draw, photograph, mind map), 
but should be confined to one page within the Learning Log.  Teachers will then review completed 
tasks and feedback will be given to the children. Completing a Learning Log task will help the 
children to reflect on what they have learnt or prepare for future learning.  It also allows parents and 
carers to support their child with current learning taking place in school. 
 
Foreign Languages Day at Wychwood School   

 

 
On Friday the 8th of December Year 5 went to Wychwood School for the morning to explore 
different languages. One group did German, another did French, there was also Spanish and finally, 
Italian. We studied Christmas in those countries - from traditions to quizzes, and learnt how to say a 
few Christmassy words too! EG, Joyeux Noel (French for Merry Christmas) and Fröhe Weihnachten 
(Merry Christmas in German).  
 
The school also kindly provided us with a yummy morning snack (consisting of either cookies or 
bread or fruit, with water alongside) and a delicious lunch which had an option of either macaroni 
cheese or pasta bolognese (you could have carrots, water and garlic bread as well), and for pudding 
we had scrumptious fruit yogurt. 
 
We all thoroughly enjoyed our time there! 
Malavika and Abi, L4 
 
Harvest Festival/Community Foodbank 
Please find below a note from the Director of our Community Foodbank. As a school we are proud of 
having contributed to this sadly essential resource.  
“Dear all at Phil & Jim 
I would like once again to thank your school for the wonderful collection of tinned and dried food 
that the children donated to the Community Emergency Foodbank during your Harvest Festival 
Service. The food will be given to families in Oxford who are going through a period of crisis and find 
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themselves with not enough money to buy food for themselves and their children. Would you be so 
kind as to pass on our sincere thanks to all those involved? 
Since the beginning of October, with the predicted delay in payments during the introduction of 
Universal Credit into Oxfordshire, the numbers of people coming through our doors has increased 
considerably. CEF provides a lifeline during this period of financial difficulty. I can assure you 
therefore that every tin/packet donated will be used.” 
 
ARCh appeal 
ARCh readers visit our school regularly and make a great difference to our children’s reading. They 
are currently appealing for new readers - 
“Could you help a child to read and change their life forever? 

Volunteers needed  
ARCh (Assisted Reading for Children) is a local registered charity which operates in Oxfordshire 
primary schools to help children who are struggling with reading. 
All it takes is one and a half hours twice a week during the school day as an ARCh volunteer in a primary 
school near you. 
Full training is given and we provide ongoing support and reimburse travel expenses. 
To find out more, visit our website www.archoxfordshire.org.uk 
Or telephone us on 01869 320380” 
 
Headlice 
We have had reports of headlice. Please could you check your child’s hair as soon as possible, and 
take steps to deal with any lice found. 
 
Deadline for EYFS applications for 2018-19: 
The Council has asked us to remind all parents of children who are due to start school in September 
2018 that the deadline for applications is 15 January 2018. 
 
PTA 
On Friday, we helped everyone get into the Christmas spirit when the PTA hosted the annual 
Christmas Bazaar.  There were bargains galore and everyone shopped till they dropped - for their 
parents, sisters, brothers, cousins, aunts, uncles, grandmas and grandpas and even themselves!  If 
your little shoppers have managed to keep their purchases a surprise until Christmas, they will be 
thrilled on Christmas morning watching you open the present they purchased by themselves.  But if 
they couldn’t manage to contain their excitement, you will already know whether you were naughty 
or nice and ended up with an amazing present!    Our merry volunteers raised just over £580 for the 
PTA as well as spreading Christmas joy.  Thank you to everyone who donated, sorted, sold, 
decorated and cleaned up (in record time)!  It was a great day.  Merry Christmas! 
 
Brunch Bags: 
Brunch Bags have been off the menu for some time due to staff changes with our catering provider, 
Food & More.  Brunch bags are popular with our upper Key Stage 2 pupils and therefore in order for 
Food & More to be able to manage the demand, they have produced a standardised brunch bag 
menu for Year 5 and 6, which will come into effect from the start of the Spring term. 
 
 

http://www.archoxfordshire.org.uk/
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Brunch bag menu January 2018.   

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Ham & 
Cucumber 
Baguette 

Or 
Cheddar Cheese 

& Tomato 
Baguette (V) 

Chicken & 
Sweetcorn 
Baguette 

Or 
Egg Mayo & 

Cress Baguette 
(v) 

Ham & Tomato 
Baguette 

Or 
Cream Cheese & 

Cucumber 
Baguette (V) 

Chicken Mayo 
and Lettuce 

Baguette 
Or 

Cheddar Cheese 
Salad Baguette 

(v) 

Tuna & 
Sweetcorn 
Baguette 

Or 
Egg Mayo and 
Cress Baguette 

(V) 

Freshly made 
Cake or Cookie 

Freshly made 
Cake or Cookie 

Freshly made 
Cake or Cookie 

Freshly made 
Cake or Cookie 

Freshly made 
Cake or Cookie 

Fresh Fruit Fresh Fruit Fresh Fruit Fresh Fruit Fresh Fruit 

Bottle Water Bottle Water Bottle Water Bottle Water Bottle Water 

 
 

 Term Dates 

Start of Spring Term  Thursday 4th January 2018 

INSET school closed for children Friday 9th February 2018 

February Half Term Monday 12th February- Monday 19th February 2018 

End of Spring Term Thursday 29th March 2018 

Start of Summer Term Monday 16th April 2018 

May Half Term Monday 28th May- Tuesday 5th June 2018 

INSET school closed for children Monday 4th June 2018 

End of Summer Term Wednesday 25th July 2018 

 
Carol Concert Retiring Collection 
After the wonderful Key Stage 2 carol concert last week, a retiring collection took place for The 
Gatehouse. £307.70 was collected so thank you very much to all who donated. 
 
We would like to wish you all a happy and peaceful Christmas and we look forward to welcoming the 
children back to school Thursday 4th January.  
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms Sarah Awuye  
Headteacher 
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Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community.  
 
The Gatehouse is appealing for donations for Christmas presents for the homeless and vulnerably 
housed again this year.  They are looking for donations of new underpants (90% of users are male) 
socks, hats, gloves, scarves and bars of chocolate.  They hope to be able to give each user of the 
project at least one Christmas present in 2017 (they are currently averaging 385 visits a week)  
The Gatehouse’s community Christmas present wrapping event is due to be held on Wednesday 20 
December 11:00am-3:00pm at St Giles Parish Rooms, 10 Woodstock Road, Oxford OX26HT. 
Everyone is welcome, including children (with a responsible adult). No need to book, just turn up to 
help! Donations can be delivered to the same address between 4:00pm-7:00pm Monday-Friday and 
3:00pm-6:00pm on Sunday. 
 
Christmas services at St Andrew’s Church: 
St Andrew’s would love to welcome Phil and Jim’s families to join them in celebrating Christmas.  On 
Sunday 24th December we will hold a Christingle service at 10am, a Crib service (do dress up if you 
would like) at 4pm and a midnight service at 11:30pm.  We have three services on Christmas 
morning, 8am, 9:30am (family friendly) and 11:15am. 
 
Johann Strauss Gala – Ticket For Sale: 
A ticket is available for this event, which will take place at 3pm on 21 January 2018 at the New 
Theatre. It cost over £38 but is being sold for £30. If you are interested, please speak to Miss 
Sokolowska. 
 
Police appeal for information following indecent exposure 
Thames Valley Police is appealing for information after indecent exposure in Oxford. 
There have been four incidents of indecent exposure outside St Clare’s School in Banbury Road, 
occurring between 23:00 and 01:00 on Friday (24/11) Sunday (26/11) Monday (27/11) and Friday 
(01/12).  
The offender is described as a White man, in his forties, with dark hair. He was wearing a brown jacket 
and khaki trousers.  
Investigating officer, PC Daniel Hayward is appealing for any information that could help with this 
investigation. 
If you have any information relating to this case, please call 101 quoting reference 43170354553.  
If you do not want to speak directly to the police you can contact the independent charity 
Crimestoppers (opens new window) anonymously on 0800 555 111. No personal details are taken, 
information is not traced or recorded and you will not go to court. 
 
 


