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Thursday 29th March 2018 
 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we draw to the end of a particularly busy Spring Term, I have spent some time reflecting on the exciting 
opportunities staff have created for the children.  The children have worked hard this term and, if you 
visited school over the past week, we hope you enjoyed sharing your child’s topic work with them.  Miss 
Banfield has been busy ensuring that the website is fully updated; you can find out more information, 
including photos, by visiting our website. 
 
During this term, we also had two inspections; Siams and Ofsted.  Both inspections were incredibly 
important to the whole school community. They highlighted the school’s strengths and areas for 
development and as Ben Hegedus (Chair of Governors) noted, our Ofsted inspection validated our 
assessment of the school and confirms that we are indeed moving the school in the right direction.   
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the governors for their support and commitment. The school 
governors and I are fully committed to developing our school so that we excel in all areas and will continue 
to work hard for the pupils.  I do acknowledge that there has been a shift in expectation from the 
leadership team and therefore I would like to thank all staff for their commitment to that change and the 
effort that they have put into developing the learning experiences and environments for the pupils.  I 
would also like to thank the support staff who work incredibly hard to support pupils, parents and staff. 
 
We have a few final messages below; please also refer to the school website for any key school 
information.   We wish you all a happy and peaceful Easter holiday with friends and loved ones and hope 
the break gives the children a chance to recharge their batteries before Summer Term commences on 
Monday 16th April.  
 
Young Art 
We are pleased to announce that a number of children from the school have been selected to have their 
artwork displayed at the Ashmolean Museum as part of the Young Art Exhibition on 10th - 12th May. 
Congratulations to: 
Isla, Clara and Nicolas - EYFS 
Jakob, Malachi and Merry - Year 1 
Alexandra, Zoe, Maria, Cole and Theadora - Year 2 
Amelia, Lucy, Nikolay and Wilfred - Year 3 
Milo, Adriana and Noah - Year 4 
Celia and Angus - Year 5 
Evie, Jeylan and Louise - Year 6 
A special mention to Evie, who won third prize overall - a fantastic achievement! 
Mrs Tiffany Ponsonby- Art lead   

http://philandjim.org.uk/spring-term-topic-celebrations/
http://philandjim.org.uk/
http://www.youngartoxford.com/
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Holy Week Service 
Our Holy Week Service took place on Tuesday in St Margaret’s Church.  Andrew and Tom welcomed the 
children to the church and shared with them the story of the resurrection of Jesus. Some children read 
passages and re-enacted scenes from the Bible and we all enjoyed singing Lord of the Dance. 
 
Pupil Belongings  
Staff are sending home all pupil property from the cloakrooms at the end of today.  Please could we ask 
that you go through the lost property bin outside Lilac 3 classroom, as any unclaimed items will be donated 
to charity over the Easter break.  If your child has clothing they regularly take off, it would help us return 
property to its owner if it was named.  Thank you for your support.   
 
Pupil details 
Please could I remind you to ensure that we hold correct pupil details for your child.  We must hold your 
child's correct address, and the most relevant daytime phone numbers and email addresses for at least 
two contacts. Please ensure any new contact details are emailed to the office. Thank you. 
 
Statutory Assessments  
Phonics check 
Schools will administer the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check the week beginning 11th June 2018. 
The checks consist of 40 words and non-words that your child will be asked to read one-on-one with a 
teacher they know.  Non-words (or nonsense words, or pseudo words) are a collection of letters that will 
follow phonics rules your child has been taught, but do not mean anything – your child will need to read 
these with the correct sounds to show that they understand the phonics rules behind them. Each of the 
non-words is presented with a picture of a monster / alien, as if the word were their name. The teacher 
administering the check with your child will give them a few practice words to read first – including some 
non-words – so they understand more about what they have to do. 
 
Your child will be scored against a national standard, and you will be informed as to whether or not they 
fall below, within or above this standard. The threshold mark is communicated to schools at the end of 
June, after the test has been taken, so that teachers can check the mark. If your child’s score falls below 
the standard, they will be given extra phonics help and can re-take the Phonics screening check in Year 2. 

End of KS1- Year 2 
Unlike KS2 SATs, KS1 SATs do not have to be administered according to a nationally-set timetable in a 
specific week.  We are free to manage the timetable and will aim to administer the tests in the classroom 
in a low-stress, low-key way; some children won't even be aware they have taken them. The children will 
sit the following test:  

Reading                                                                                                                                                                                    
Paper 1 consists of a selection of texts, with questions interspersed.                                                                                   
Paper 2 comprises a reading booklet of a selection of passages. Children will write their answers in a 
separate booklet.                                                                                                                                                                         
Each paper is worth 50 per cent of the marks, and should take around 30 minutes, but children are not 
strictly timed, as the tests are not intended to assess children’s ability to work at speed. The texts in the 
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reading papers cover a range of fiction, non-fiction and poetry, and get progressively more difficult 
towards the end of the test.  

Maths                                                                                                                                                                                             
Paper 1: arithmetic, worth 25 marks and taking around 15 minutes. 
Paper 2: mathematical fluency, problem-solving and reasoning, worth 35 marks and taking 35 minutes, 
with a break if necessary.  
 
Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar (this is an optional test, but we will be using it to further inform our 
Teacher Assessment for Writing) 
Paper 1: a 20-word spelling test taking approximately 15 minutes and worth 20 marks. 
Paper 2: a grammar, punctuation and vocabulary test, in two sections of around 10 minutes each (with a 
break between, if necessary), worth 20 marks. This will involve a mixture of selecting the right answers 
(e.g. through multiple choice), and writing short answers. 
 
Although the tests are set externally, teachers within the school mark them. Children are given a scaled 
score; their raw score – the actual number of marks they get – is translated into a scaled score, where a 
score of 100 means the child is working at the expected standard. A score below 100 indicates that the 
child needs more support, whereas a score of above 100 suggests the child is working at a higher level than 
expected for their age. The maximum score possible is 115, and the minimum is 85. Teacher assessments 
are also used to build up a picture of your child’s learning and achievements. The results will be shared 
with you in your child’s end of year report.  

End of KS2- Year 6 
Children in Year 6 will be sitting papers for Reading; Maths’ and Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar. These 
tests are both set and marked externally.  
 

The timetable below lists which tests will take place and when they must be administered by the school: 

  

2018 test timetable 

Date 

Test 

  

Monday 14 May 
English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 1: questions 

English grammar, punctuation and spelling Paper 2: spelling 

Tuesday 15 May English Reading 

Wednesday 16 May 

  

Mathematics Paper 1: arithmetic 

Mathematics Paper 2: reasoning 

  

Thursday 17 May Mathematics Paper 3: reasoning 

  

KS2 English grammar, punctuation and spelling test  

http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-school-grading-system-explained-for-parents
http://www.theschoolrun.com/primary-school-grading-system-explained-for-parents
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Paper 1: questions is a combined question and answer booklet. Pupils will have 45 minutes to answer the 
questions, which are worth 50 marks in total.  
Paper 2: spelling consists of a test transcript to be read by the test administrator and an answer booklet for 
pupils to write 20 spellings.  
 
KS2 English reading test  
The English reading test focuses on the comprehension elements of the national curriculum and includes a 
mixture of text genres. The test is designed so that the texts increase in their level of difficulty. The test 
consists of a reading booklet and a separate answer booklet. Pupils will have one hour to read the three 

texts in the reading booklet and complete the questions, which are worth 50 marks in total.  

 
KS2 mathematics test  
The mathematics test comprises two components, presented to pupils as three test papers:  
Paper 1: arithmetic assesses mathematical calculations. The questions cover calculations involving all 4 
operations, including calculations with fractions, decimals and percentages. They also cover long divisions 
and long multiplications. Pupils will have 30 minutes to answer the questions, which are worth 40 marks.  
Papers 2 and 3 assess mathematical fluency, solving mathematical problems and mathematical reasoning. 
Pupils will have 40 minutes to answer the questions, which are worth 35 marks per paper. 

 

Most children will sit the tests in the classrooms normally used each day for their learning. The children will 
be split into smaller groups in line with normal classroom practice. This is done so that the children are 
comfortable and familiar with their surroundings and so that they can be spaced out appropriately. 

   

Each child will receive a raw score, which is the total number of marks a pupil receives in a test, based on 
the number of questions they answer correctly. The pupil’s raw score is translated into a scaled score using 
a conversion table. A scaled score of 100 will always represent the expected standard on the KS2 test. 
The range of scaled scores available for each KS2 test is: 

 80 (the lowest scaled score that can be awarded) 

 120 (the highest scaled score) 
If a child is awarded a scaled score of 99 or less, they won’t have achieved the expected standard in the 
test. 
As a school we support our children through the SATs. We want them to do the best that they can and we 
support them to do this in every way. 
Miss Reeder – Assistant Head responsible for Assessment and Standards  
 
Science Evening 
On Wednesday 20th June we (with some help from Miss Banfield) are planning another Science Evening for 
the whole school from 6 - 7:30pm. If you, or anyone you know, would be willing to help out on the night by 
running a stall linked to any aspect of Science, then please get in contact with us through the School Office 
- we'd love for as many people to be involved as possible to make it a night of Super Science! 
Tom and James - Lilac 4 
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French Club 
All children have gained confidence and learnt many more words and songs. We had an Easter theme class 
on Tuesday 27th March. A huge well done to all the children. The club will start again on Tuesday 17th April- 
newcomers welcome.  
 
 

Sports News 

Cross Country 
Well done to Henry and Louis in Year 5 who participated in the National Cross Country School Finals 
on Saturday 24th March in Loughborough. They competed against other Year 5 boys from across the 
country- 266 in total.  Henry came 30th overall and was the first Oxfordshire boy to cross the finish 
line. Louis came 185th, passing a number on the line with a fantastic sprint finish.  
 
 
Congratulations to Henry, Louis and Euan in Year 5 who 
represented the school at the Oxfordshire School Games 
Cross Country County Championships on Tuesday.  
Conditions underfoot were extremely slippery due to heavy 
rain overnight added to the challenging course, with 
significant hills to traverse. Despite all three boys being in 
the lower year group of competitors, they still achieved 
highly commendable placings of 3rd, 12th and 21st 
respectively. Tremendous effort boys we are proud of you! 
 
Girls on the Ball 
A group of Year 3 and Year 4 girls represented the school at the Girls on the Ball football 
competition at Oxford High on Tuesday. They played extremely well and won 6 out of their 8 games. 
Fantastic effort by all the girls! You can find out more on our school website. 
 
To keep up-to-date with all things Sport related, please visit the sport section on the website. 
 
Mr Ben Sadler – Extended School Manager  

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 

http://philandjim.org.uk/cross-country-success/
http://philandjim.org.uk/year-3-and-4-girls-football/
http://philandjim.org.uk/enrichment/sports/
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 Dates for your diary 

Year 3 Topic Showcase Thursday 29th March 9:00 – 9:45am 

End of Spring Term Thursday 29th March 2018 - 1.30pm finish  

Start of Summer Term Monday 16th April 2018 

Year 6 Residential to PGL Monday 16th April - Friday 20th April 

Prayer Meeting Thursday 19th April 9.00am 

Year 4 visit to Stone Farm  Monday 23rd April – Friday 27th April  

May Half Term Monday 28th May - Tuesday 5th June 2018 

INSET school closed for children Monday 4th June 2018 

Doughnuts for Dads Thursday 14th June 

Summer Fete Saturday 23rd June 

EYFS sports morning Thursday 28th June 

Sports Day Friday 29th June 

Year 6 Cherwell Transfer day Friday 6th July 

Aristotle Cup Sunday 8th July 

End of Summer Term Wednesday 25th July 2018 1.30pm finish 

 
 
 

Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community.  
 
Time Out for Parents 
You are warmly invited to Time Out for Parents: a six-week parenting course created by the national 
charity Care for the Family, running at school on Thursday afternoons in May and June.  
Parenting is a tough job – a rollercoaster ride of joy and fun, anxiety and heartache. It’s always changing, as 
our children grow and move up through school, meeting new challenges along the way. Time Out for 
Parents is an opportunity to reflect, learn and support one another. It’s not just for people with problems – 
we can learn from each other’s experiences both in the good times and the hard times and getting to know 
other parents is a big help on the journey.  
 
The course will be led by Vicky Lavy, a Care for the Family facilitator and local mum with three teenage 
boys. It’s a mixture of presentation, DVD material and group discussion and is both informative and great 
fun. It’s suitable for all mums, dads and carers, whether parenting together, alone or in a stepfamily. You 
can see more information and a short video about the course on the Care for the Family website .  
The course will run from 7:30-9:15pm on Thursdays, starting on 10 May. 
 
The course fee is £10 per family. A Financial Assistance Fund is available for parents who are in receipt of 
specific benefits. Booking will open at the start of the summer term but we hope you will save the date and 
plan to join us.  
 
 
 

https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/parenting-courses-time-out
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Journey to Easter at St Margaret's Church 
Thursday 29th 8pm Service remembering the last supper, including footwashing, the service ends with a 
re-enactment of Jesus' arrest in Gethsemane. 
 
Friday 30th 10am - Children's Good Friday Service, including hot-cross buns. 
 
Saturday 31st 9pm - The best service of the Year - Fire, Light, Sound and Smells in the First Eucharist of 
Easter. Meet outside St Margaret's. You will see the fire. 
 
Sunday 1st 10:30am - Easter Sunday Service, they might be some chocolate after the service. 
 
All Welcome. See https://www.stmargaretsoxford.org/the-end-of-god-holy-week-2018-led-by-angela-
tilby/ for more details. 
 
The Voice Festival UK is a vocal education charity run by a group of dedicated volunteers who organise 
workshops, events, competitions and other projects for singers of all ages, abilities and backgrounds. They 
are holding their annual Festival Weekend at the University of Birmingham on Friday 13th - Saturday 14th 
April 2018. This is an opportunity to see some of the best University and Youth groups compete to be 
crowned UK a cappella champions, as well as take part in a range of workshops including beatboxing and 
arranging. This event is open to all - you don't need to be a member of an a cappella group to attend. To 
find out more please visit the website. Discounted Saturday passes can be purchased by emailing 
university@thevoicefestivaluk.co.uk.  
 

https://www.stmargaretsoxford.org/the-end-of-god-holy-week-2018-led-by-angela-tilby/
https://www.stmargaretsoxford.org/the-end-of-god-holy-week-2018-led-by-angela-tilby/
http://thevoicefestival.co.uk/events/

