
     

Minutes of the meeting of the Curriculum Committee on 2nd May 2018 at 1pm 

Present:  Yvonne Pinner (chair), Sarah Awuye (head), Jo Reeder (assistant head), Juliette Ash 

(governor), Elisabeth Jay (governor), Katharine Wilson (clerk). 

1  Declarations of Interest 

None. 

2  Apologies and Minutes 

Apologies were received from Tom Albinson and Zoe Banfield (present for discussion of 

sports policy).  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and are uploaded to the 

website. 

3  Matters arising not on the agenda 

None. 

4  Safeguarding 

One referral made to the MASH team.   

Is the Behaviour Policy consistently applied at After School Club? 

Staff are actively ensuring that all ASC providers are aware that the Behaviour Policy applies 

equally to school time and ASC. 

5  Action points from previous Curricoms or FGB 

- SDIP priorities on website – done. 

- SA to send report to KW – done. 

- Plans for most able pupils – see below (3 Writing) and SDIP. 

- Behaviour report – differentiation between boys and girls – see attached. 

 

 



Does the variation between classes represent inconsistency in reporting? 

Incidents are still being over and underreported and the SLT are working to ensure 

consistency, especially with TAs on playground duty, who may need to take a more 

proactive role.  Some classes have a high level of special need.  More work to be done 

on pitching lessons accurately, and the language used with children so they are aware of 

universal standards of behaviour. 

Would regular physical activity, possibly at the start of the day, or the ‘sport mile’ be 

beneficial for behaviour? 

This is being actively considered by the sports co-ordinator Rob Miles. To be followed up 

at the next Curricom on 6th July. 

Is transferring children between classes ever beneficial? 

A few children have been moved between classes this year, and the make-up of the 

classes next year will be very carefully considered by the SLT.    

6  SDIP for Curricom (see SDIP attached) 

1  EYFS  

JR explained that the dip in reading and writing is typical for the time of year (p.3).  However 

68% of EYFS are currently on track for a Good Level of Development, and the year is likely to 

meet the school’s target of 75%, higher than the national target.  Much progress made with 

SEN and pupil progress meetings effective.  ‘Value added’ timetable reflected in progress 

scores.       

Are outdoor learning initiatives happening? 

Yes, currently being rolled out.  Governors congratulated all the EYFS team for a huge 

amount of hard work which is resulting in vast improvement in progress and attainment, 

and welcomed results being broken down into groups, as mentioned by OFSTED. 

2 Phonics  

85% of children in EYFS on track for Band C (or above) in Read Write Inc – target is all 

children (p.7).  90% of Year 2 children retaking phonics test on track to get it. Some year 2 

results affected by children with high degree of EAL and new starters.  Governors 

congratulated staff for targeting support with phonics, correctly with reading books 

reflecting the phonics sounds being taught. 

Are all staff trained in Read Write Inc? 

Two training days happening and two INSET days planned.  Phonics teaching rotated 

strategically, and Hilma Lindqvist has prepared extensive planned material. 



What are the preferred expectations for parental support? 

This will be looked at.  Phonics evenings provided but don’t reach all parents.  Website 

offers links to Oxford Owl etc, so parents can reinforce phonics sounds accurately.  

Recognition that some parents worry about SATs, but important not to overwhelm children 

at exam time.  Daily reading the most important habit to encourage. 

3  Writing 

Consistent writing policy needs to be developed.  Different ways of teaching writing have 

been explored in staff meetings.  ‘Talk for Writing’ model under review.  Disadvantaged 

pupils (p11) are carefully tracked but need more focus.  JR noted the importance of 

targeting resources accurately for each individual child.   

Are gross and fine motor skills taught? 

Yes – they must be achieved as part of Early Learning Goals. 

Are our boys underachieving significantly, and do we have comparative figures for Oxon? 

SLT to see if comparative figures available.  From snapshot data (attached), it is clear that 

figures are low for the boy heavy Year 4, especially in writing, although there are children 

with EAL in Year 4 affecting the results. 

Are there figures for able children consistently achieving, which would reflect consistent 

good teaching, and should governors reset aspirations? 

JR shared further snapshot data from Pupil Tracker (attached) to show the starting points of 

children, and whether they then move above or below Age Related Expectations.  High 

figures for consistent achievement above ARE, and these children now need to be 

challenged to achieve greater depth.  National figure for Greater Depth Score is 9%, which P 

and J should surpass.  YP stressed the importance of high expectations for all children in 

terms of progress. 

7 Christian Character 

Sarah Hiner and Rob Miles to join a group co-ordinated by Andrew Bunch, to facilitate 

greater links between church and school, and will formulate an action plan.  EJ and KW also 

part of the wider enterprise as governors.  Collective worship policy to be revised at October 

2018 meeting. 

7  Policies for review 

Sport 

Discussion of when school should field the strongest team and when the emphasis should 

be on inclusion and participation. 



Is there county guidance on this? 

Guidance from the LA would stress inclusion.   

More discussion needed. Some favour an ‘A’ and ‘B’ team approach, to ensure excellence; 

some feel it is important to field mixed ability teams even in external competitions.  SA 

stressed the current good state of sport at P and J, and that the number of interschool 

competitions will increase.   Draft policy requires (minor) rewording to ensure consistent 

approach.   ACTION: SLT 

Behaviour Statement 

This was simplified and in some cases universalised to reflect the whole school community, 

and will be put forward for adoption at FGB. 

Positive Handling 

Do all children have risk assessments? 

No, only when necessary.  Situation clarified re record keeping – a bound and numbered 

book stays in school and records kept for 7 years. 

Does the policy apply to After School Club, and are all TAs trained in position handling? 

Yes, the policy applies to ASC; TAs come to staff meetings to ensure consistency of 

approach.  The policy will be put forward for adoption at FGB. 

Equality Policy and Report 

YP sought clarification on the fact that the school gives more favourable treatment to 

children with disabilities in order to meet their needs, and on how governors’ actions are 

part of the policy.  Governors help to enforce equality through the anti-bullying policy and 

minutes of meetings.  The policy will be put forward for adoption at FGB. 

Teaching and Learning 

This policy is in draft and will be brought back to the curriculum meeting on 6th July. 

9  AOB 

Policies for review in July: 

Sex and Relationship Education, Drug Education, Teaching and Learning. 

Action points from previous Curricoms for FGB for July: Report on progress in German. 

10  Date of next meeting: 6th July at 1pm. 

The meeting closed at 3.15pm.  


