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Friday 11th May 2018 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
SATS Week 
Year 6 are looking forward to the challenge of SATs next week. They will be taking assessments in SPAG, 
Reading and Maths. They have been working hard all year to prepare them and we're sure that you'll join 
us in wishing them the best of luck - not that they'll need it! We're going to be having SATs breakfasts in 
school to help the children overcome any butterflies that they may have and in the afternoon will be 
preparing for our PGL assembly on Friday 18th May.  
Mr Bushell, Mrs Chapman and Miss Mothersill – Year 6 Teachers 
 
Young Art 
Thursday evening saw the opening night of the Young Art Exhibition at the Ashmolean Museum. Mark 
Haddon (author of The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night) presented Evie in Year 6 with her prize for 
coming 3rd overall in the Year 5 and 6 category – well done! If you haven’t already been, please do go and 
see all the amazing artwork on display, it is a fantastic experience. 
 
 
 

 
 

       

          

                     
 

http://www.youngartoxford.com/
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CX Week 
This year CX Week will be running from Monday 21st – Friday 25th May 2018. This is a fantastic opportunity 
for the staff to share some of their own passions with the children and for the children to spend a week 
off-curriculum, learning and developing new skills and making new friends. In KS1, the children will be split 
into groups each afternoon and will take part in activities linked to the theme of ‘Mini Olympics’. In KS2, 
the children are offered a range of different activities and are allocated a group based on their top three 
preferences. This year the activities on offer are Bike Bonanza, Bushcraft, Dynamic Drawing, Movie Magic, 
Phil and Jim Bake Off, Sporty Superstars and The Play. During the week, each group will be keeping a blog, 
so keep your eyes peel for some exciting additions to the website. 
Miss Banfield – Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum and Behaviour) 
 
CX Week Play 
Lights… Camera… Action! Don’t forget to buy your tickets for the newest Phil and Jim Play… 

 
A magical trip around the world (and home in time for tea!) 
 
The Great Globetrotting Game is like no other board game in the world! Every role of the dice takes us to a 
new and exciting country. 

Before we know it, we’re enjoying a blossom festival in Japan, the cultural delights of Spain, and the 
culinary treats of France, as well as delving into the mysteries of ancient Egypt… Not to mention a thrilling 
encounter with the mysterious Yeti in the snowy mountains of Tibet!  

Hold onto your hats for a magical, musical mystery tour that will entertain, educate, and enchant! 

Performances will be at 3.30pm and 6.30pm on Friday 25th May. Tickets are priced at £7.50 (adults) £5.50 
(concessions) and £3.50 (children) and are available from the North Wall online booking office. 
 
This performance is supported by The Multilingual Performance Project. 

Start and end of the school day 
We do understand that the morning drop off can be challenging, especially if you need to be somewhere in 
a hurry. Please could we remind you that children must be supervised before the start of the school day 
and remain in your care until they arrive in school.  We do not take responsibility for pupils who are 
unsupervised before the start of the school day.  Mr Matthews tries to ensure the gates are opened 
promptly so as not to delay those of you dropping off.  If you do need childcare from 8.00am, breakfast 
club is available.  
 
We understand that the importance of upper Key Stage 2 pupils having greater responsibility, especially as 
they prepare for transition into secondary school.  We have a record of the pupils with written parental 
permission to leave school at the end of the day.  If you would like your Year 6 pupil to leave school 
unaccompanied, please contact your child’s teacher.  At the end of the day, pupils will be transferred to 

http://philandjim.org.uk/
https://www.thenorthwall.com/
https://www.creativeml.ox.ac.uk/projects/multilingual-performance-project
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clubs, after school club or they should be collected from their classroom.  Please note we do not allow 
children to leave school to visit the ice cream van or the park and return to a club or after school club.  
Thank you for your support. 
 
Parking outside school 
Could we remind all parents and carers to be considerate in where they park throughout the day when 
visiting the school.  Safety is always our primary concern and parking on corners or unauthorised areas can 
be hazardous.  We are also mindful of our neighbours and are keen to respect their privacy and space. 
 
The Swan School 
The Swan School, a new 11-18 community comprehensive secondary school serving Old Marston and the 
surrounding areas of Oxford, is due to open in September 2019. It will meet the urgent need for school 
places in Oxford. The school will be open to Year 7 pupils in 2019 with an intake of 120 students and, when 
full, will have approximately 1,200 students, including a sixth form. On Thursday 5th July, members of the 
Swan team will be visiting Phil and Jim to talk to the Year 5 pupils. They will then hold an information 
meeting for Year 5 parents from 3:15 – 4:00, which will be an opportunity to find out more about what the 
school will offer when it opens. 
 
Garden Group 
This week the Garden Group has spent time contacting more local businesses and garden centres, in order 
to gain further support for the project. We would like to say a big thank you to St Margaret’s Church, who 
have very kindly offered to match any funding that we raise. We also had the good news this week that the 
blue container will be moved during half term, which will allow us to start putting plans into place for 
getting the building of the garden started. We hope to run a weekend working party before the end of the 
academic year, so please keep a look out for more details of when this will be in future newsletters. The 
Garden Groups are also in the process of planning some additional fundraising opportunities, which will 
include running a stall at the Summer Fete on 23rd June, where you will be able to find out more about 
their plans. 
Miss Banfield – Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum and Behaviour) 
 
A message from our governors 
Now the weather's looking brighter, we wanted to remind everyone about the importance of coming to 
school.  We know everyone has busy lives and it might seem convenient to take children out of school in 
term time.  But, unless they are ill, children are expected to attend punctually every day.  Missing out on 
lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind; children with poor attendance tend to achieve less in 
both primary and secondary school.  Have a look at our Attendance Policy on the website if you'd like to 
know more.  And as you can see every week from the newsletter, the staff work so hard to make learning 
fun and give children new and memorable experiences - it would be a real shame to miss out. 
 
Life Bus 
The children all took part in some valuable workshops in the Life Bus two weeks ago. The PTA have kindly 
subsidised this experience, but we would also be very grateful if parents made a voluntary contribution of 
£3 towards the cost. This can be paid via your Parentpay account. 
 

https://theswanschool.org.uk/
http://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Attendance-Policy-Oct-2017.pdf
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Skills Audit 
Miss Banfield would be really grateful if you could fill in the skills audit (if you haven’t already). 
 
This week… 

We need to update the Smartboards in our classrooms and after 
some extensive research, we have found one that will support the 
children’s learning across the school.  Over this week the children 
across the school have been trialling a new interactive board. Here 

are some children in Pink 2 playing a spelling game.   

     

Miss Jo Reeder 
 
 
 

Lilac 4 
This week children in Year 5 took part in a music workshop with Michael Humphrey, who is a musician and 
music teacher. He did some vocal warms up and then taught them a song. The children used this to create 
their own compositions to tell the story of a hero. It was great fun! We have also been making our own 
Greek pots, which you will be able to see as part of the Artweeks Open Evening on Thursday 17th May. 
 
Blue 3 
Blue 3 have been continuing with their daily mile to help with their learning and their health. They’ve also 
completed their work for Artweeks evening! 
 
Blue 4 
Blue 4 have been enjoying writing mini biographies about their peers and will be researching and writing 
about their favourite authors.  Our botanical knowledge has blossomed as we have been learning all about 
flowering plants and their life cycles in Science. We especially enjoyed dissecting flowers and studying 
botanical artists.  
 
Artweeks newsflash! 
To all parents of performers on either the 'Spoken Word' stage or the 'Musical' stage. Due to a mistake on 
my part, some of your children may have the wrong room listed for their performance. So, if they are 
singing or playing and instrument, they will be performing in P2 on the 'Musical' stage and if they are 
performing using spoken word in any form (poetry, jokes, drama etc.) they will be performing on the 
'Spoken Word' stage in L4. 
Please note that the rooms for these performances are as follows:  
P2 - 'Musical' Stage (Miss Reeder and Ms Lindqvist's classroom) 
L4 - 'Spoken Word stage (Miss Banfield and Mrs Gaffney's classroom) 
Remember to practise and aim to arrive 5 minutes early! 
Sorry for any confusion caused. If you are still unclear, there will be helpful guides in the Hall to help 
answer any questions as you arrive on the evening.  
See you there! 
Mrs Ponsonby – Art Lead 

http://philandjim.org.uk/skills-audit/
http://philandjim.org.uk/lilac-4-music-workshop/
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Sports News 

Sport update! 
This term we have been teaching Cricket in PE. It has been great to see so many talented 
cricketers and we are looking at starting up an additional cricket after school club. Watch this 
space! 
 
Our Year 6 netball side are hosting West Oxford this coming Tuesday (15th May) and we are 
looking forward to seeing the girls in action after their recent success against Cherwell. The game 
will be starting at 3.15pm and any support would be appreciated! 
 
As a school, we are encouraging the children to complete a daily mile. We have already seen an 
increase in the number of children who are able to run for longer periods of time, which is 
fantastic. You can find out more about the benefits of the daily mile and the impact it can have on 
children’s health and wellbeing here.  
 
To keep up-to-date with all things Sport related, please visit the sport section on the website. 
 

 
PTA 
The Nearly New Sale is finally here! Please come along to support us, and grab some bargains from 1-3pm, this 
Sunday 13th May. £1 entry per adult. We have over 100 sellers registered, and hundreds of wonderful donations 
(thank you!) so this promises to be the biggest sale so far. 
  
There will be clothes, toys, bikes, scooters, books and much more available for age 0-11 years.  
 
We are also running a cafe with delicious BBQ sausages, cakes, scones, Starbucks coffee, and soft drinks if you need 
refreshments after all that shopping.. 
  
Please bring your own shopping bags where possible. We take cash, card and cheque at the tills. 
  
We really could do with a few more volunteers on the day so if you can spare a few hours please 
email philandjimsnns@gmail.com 
  
Finally, please like and share our new Facebook page to help attract even more buyers (in case, somehow, they have 
missed our blanket of orange posters) Phil and Jim Nearly New Sale  
 
Hope to see you there! 
 
P&J NNS Committee 
 
ps Look out for an email next week about the PTA World Cup Soothsayer Challenge. 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-40162543/can-a-mile-a-day-improve-your-health
http://philandjim.org.uk/enrichment/sports/
mailto:philandjimsnns@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/PhilandJimsNNS/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel


 

 Navigation Way Oxford OX2 6AB  T: 01865 311064  F: 01865 311202  E: office.3835@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk   
www.philandjim.org.uk   Headteacher: Ms Sarah Awuye   Oxfordshire County Council 

 

 

Notice board 

Nut free school 
We would like to remind everybody that Phil and Jim is a nut-free 
school. Several of our children have severe allergies and we ask for 
your support in helping keep them as safe as possible. Please do not 
send nuts or food containing nuts into school or on school trips.  Thank 
you for your continued support.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
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 Dates for your diary 

Nearly New Sale Sunday 13th May 1.00pm-3.00pm 

SATS Week Monday 14th May- Friday 18th May 

Prayer Meeting  Thursday 17th May 9.00am 
(Function room) 

ArtWeeks Open House Evening Thursday 17th May 5-7pm 

CX Week Monday 21st - Friday 25th May 

Book Fair  Monday 21st May – 25th May  

EYFS Assembly Tuesday 22nd May 9-9.30am 

CX Week play at the North Wall Friday 25th May 

May Half Term Monday 28th May – Friday 1st June 
2018 

INSET school closed for children Monday 4th June 2018 

School nurse visit to Year 5 and Year 6  Tuesday 12th June 

Doughnuts for Dads Thursday 14th June 

Year 6 MFL Transition Visit, Cherwell School Wednesday 20th June AM 

Science Evening Wednesday 20th June 6-8pm 

Summer Fete  Saturday 23rd June 

Year 6 parent meeting – Q&A with Cherwell 
staff and parents 

Monday 25th June, 9am 

Year 5 Singing Performance @ Sheldonian Wednesday 27th June 

EYFS sports morning Thursday 28th June 

Sports Day Friday 29th June 

EYFS Sports Morning Thursday 5th July 

Year 6 Cherwell Transfer day Friday 6th July 

Aristotle Cup Sunday 8th July 

Year 6 End of Year Performance Thursday 19th July 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Tuesday 24th July 1pm 

Year 6 Leavers BBQ Party Tuesday 24th July 

End of Summer Term Wednesday 25th July 2018 1.30pm 
finish 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community.  
 
 
Premier Tennis 
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With May half term holidays around the corner, don’t miss out on signing your children and friends up for a tennis 
and teamwork camp with Premier Tennis.  These camps have proved extremely popular and are designed by James 
Auckland, former GB Doubles No.1 and doubles partner of Andy Murray.  There is a special £50 discount for Phil and 
Jim children and friends if booking before 27th May.  Details below. 
 
Who? Boys and girls from 5-15 years old of all playing standards; children are organised into age and ability groups 
for their tennis, and mix with others for non-tennis team games. 
What? Relevant drills, individual challenges and team games that help children progress their tennis skills in an 
inclusive and exciting environment; for under 10’s, additional activities embed the ABC (agility, balance and co-
ordination) skills through netball/basketball, football, athletics and rounders.  Coaches are all LTA qualified, DBS 
checked and well trained. 
When? May half-term and Summer holidays; camps run 10am-4pm daily, with early drop-off and late pick-up 
options available. 
Where? Rye St Antony, Dragon School, Moulsford, St Hugh’s; indoor back-up facilities available as needed. 

How to book: Find out more at premiertennis.co.uk/camps, book online using discount code PHILANDJIMPT50 or 
call Premier Tennis on 01865 689754 to select individual days 
 
Chess Club in May Half Term 
The Oxford New Generation is running a chess club during May Half Term for four of the days. This club was very 
successful over the Easter holidays, so if your child is in to Chess, take a look at the attachments below for more 
information and how to sign up. 
 
http://www.oxfordfusion.com/oca/documents/ONGCAC_Flyer-

MayHT202018.pdf and http://www.oxfordfusion.com/oca/documents/ONGCAC_registration_May2018.pdf 

 
Frideswide Voices Auditions 
Frideswide Voices is a choir for girl choristers. There is an audition day for Year 2 girls on Saturday 12th 
May, at Magdalen College. If you are interested in attending, please see www.frideswidevoices.co.uk for 
details. 

http://www.premiertennis.co.uk/camps
http://www.oxfordfusion.com/oca/documents/ONGCAC%20Flyer%20-%20May%20HT%202018.pdf
http://www.oxfordfusion.com/oca/documents/ONGCAC%20Flyer%20-%20May%20HT%202018.pdf
http://www.oxfordfusion.com/oca/documents/ONGCAC%20_%20registration%20_%20May%202018.pdf
http://www.frideswidevoices.co.uk/

