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Friday 8th June 2018 

Dear parents and carers,  
 
Welcome back to the final half term of this academic year; we are very much looking forward to the term 
ahead.  This term is always a busy one in school; with a lot of end of year topic celebrations (please see 
dates list below) and of course, end of term celebrations for pupils and staff moving on to their new 
schools.  With so much going on, we will ensure the website is updated regularly. 
 
Parentmail – paperless forms 
As you know, we have been working hard to develop and improve the way in which we communicate with 
you and I hope that you have found Parentmail useful. Over the next few months we are looking to 
introduce paperless forms through Parentmail saving you time and printer ink. The easiest way to access 
forms is via the ParentMail app. Once in the app, select the forms tab. 
We’d like to encourage ALL parents to download the app, as there are a number of benefits for both you 
and the school. 
You don’t need to login to pick up messages or attachments when you use the app. 
The app stores all the messages and forms we send you in one place so you don’t have to search. 
Every message sent arrives as an instant alert on your mobile phone. You can download the app for free 
from either the Apple APP store or the Google Play Store and it will really help you to get the best 
experience from the ParentMail system. 
If you haven’t yet registered for Parentmail, please contact the office for details, it really will make your life 
easier. 
Karen May - School Business Manager 
 
Plans for next academic year – 2018-19 
Earlier today the office sent parents an online form via Parentmail asking you to let us know if your child is 
not returning to Phil & Jim in September.  If your non-Year 6 child is leaving, please respond to the Office 
as soon as possible. If your child is not leaving, there is no need to respond. 
 
As you may be aware we have some teachers moving on and so we have new teachers joining us.  There 
will be opportunities for you to meet them before the start of term, however I am pleased to briefly 
introduce them to you today.   
 

Lauren Freedman 
My greatest passion is learning. Whether it be completing a masters in Children's 
Literature; learning how to make broccoli pesto; exploring new countries; or learning to 
drive - learning tops everything else! I enjoy creating art works, spending time with family 
and friends and reading. When I am asked to share a fact about myself that very few 
people know, I tell them that I was the youngest beekeeper in my borough at age 12! I 

have recently moved to Oxford and I am looking forward to starting my new adventure at Phil & Jim in 
September. 
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Sophie Coleman 
My name is Sophie Coleman and I live near Thame. I have been a teacher for 3 years 
in Aylesbury and I am really looking forward to coming to work at SS Philip and 
James. I love working in KS1 and seeing children take off with their reading, writing 
and their maths, but I also believe that children should enjoy as much creative 
learning and have as much fun as possible while they are at school. I am looking 
forward to meeting you all, especially my new class!  
 
Sandra Cheang 

My name is Ms Sandra Cheang and I am very much looking forward to joining SS Philip 
and James School in September as the Early Years Foundation Stage Leader.  I have more 
than 9 years of experience teaching in EYFS and I am passionate about this stage in 
primary education. I am looking forward to getting to know you and your child and I 
hope to meet as many of you as possible before the start of term. 
 

 
Liam Bovey-Hull 
Hi, my name is Mr Bovey-Hull. I have been working as a teaching assistant whilst 
completing my undergraduate degree in primary education at Oxford Brookes for the 
past four years. Prior to this, I worked at an outdoor education centre in Wales which 
suited my love of outdoor adventures. Outside of school, you’ll normally find me cycling 
or playing football. I am looking forward to becoming part of the Phil & Jim team this 
September working with my Year 2 Class. 
 
Imogen Maund 

Hello! My name is Miss Maund and I have been a teacher for six years in High Wycombe, 
although I grew up in Oxford and am really excited to be moving back! I love to read, 
cook, go swimming, travel and I am going to Canada this summer for a canoeing holiday. 
I can’t wait to meet you all and start teaching at Phil & Jim!  
 
 

 
Year 1-Year 6 classes for September 2018 
Your child will be given an opportunity to select 3 friends who they would like to be in a class with next 
year and from there we will organise the children into classes. Each child will have at least one friend from 
their list with them in their new class. You will be emailed your child’s new class and teacher the week 
beginning 2nd July.  Your child will spend Friday 6th July in their new class with their new teacher.  Our new 
EYFS children will be joining us during the afternoon of Friday 6th July. We look forward to getting a taste of 
next year. Please see the updated teaching structure. 
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Teaching structure- September 2018 
EYFS Ms Sandra Cheang 

EYFS Mrs Tiffany Ponsonby  

Year 1 Miss Sophie Coleman 

Year 1 Miss Anna Spanring 

Year 2 Ms Katie Rhymes (Mon-Thur) Mrs Jane Gould (Friday) 

Year 2 Mr Liam Bovey-Hull 

Year 3 Miss Ariel Lambert  

Year 3 Ms Libby Sunderland  

Year 4 Mr Nick Carter (Mon & Tues) Miss Aileen Mothersill (Wed-Fri) 

Year 4 Miss Imogen Maund 

Year 5 Mr Rob Miles  

Year 5 Miss Lauren Freedman 

Year 6 Mrs Gemma Chapman (Mon & Tues) Miss Zoe Banfield (Wed-Fri) 

Year 6 Mr Simon Bushell  
 

 
A message about the Astroturf appeal 
The Astro Committee has made significant progress in raising the £100,000 needed to replace the current 
surface. To date, between the school and PTA we have raised approximately half of the total amount 
needed; the committee is also exploring a number of external funding options. However, if the project is to 
go ahead this summer we need your help to raise the final amount.    
We would like to thank the families who have already made donations to our Astroturf fundraising appeal 
which has raised £1,055 so far. We do appreciate that not every family is able to make a donation, 
however if you are able to support the school and are intending to make a donation, could I please ask that 
you do so by Tuesday 12th June.   
You can donate by card at https://wonderful.org/charity/ssphilipjamesprimaryschoolpta via bank transfer 
into the PTA bank account, sort code: 30-80-45. Account Number: 38946268.  Gift aid forms will be 
circulated by the PTA separately.   
The decision will be made next week as to whether this project can go ahead this summer or needs to be 
postponed until next Easter or summer 2019. 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Important message about Parentpay 
Please could you all ensure that you login to your account at www.parentpay.com to pay all outstanding 
balances.  This is particularly important as we approach the end of the academic year. 
School lunches should be paid for in advance, there is no credit facility.  If parents owe for school lunch, we 
are forced to pay Oxfordshire County Council from the budget we use to purchase resources for the 
children until the debt is settled. 
After School Club is totally reliant on fees being paid in order to pay staff and purchase consumables and 
resources.  If fees are continually paid late we reserve the option to withdraw the place. 
We ask for voluntary contributions for trips and these have to be self-funding. No child is excluded due to 
inability to pay, but some trips may be cancelled if we don’t receive sufficient funds. 
If you have any query regarding any item on your Parentpay account, please e-
mail office@philandjim.org.uk . 

http://wonderful.org/charity/ssphilipjamesprimaryschoolpta
http://wonderful.org/charity/ssphilipjamesprimaryschoolpta
http://www.parentpay.com/
mailto:office@philandjim.org.uk
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End of Topic Celebrations 
This year seems to have flown by and we now reach that time of year when we are planning our final end 
of topic celebrations for this academic year. Please see the table below with details of when each year 
group are holding their end of topic celebration – we hope to see you there. 
Miss Banfield – Assistant Headteacher (Curriculum and Behaviour) 
 

Year 
Group 

Date Time Event Location 

EYFS Friday 20th July 9 – 10:30am TBC EYFS 

Year 1 Tuesday 17th July 2pm – 2:45pm Follow the Yellow 
Brick Road 

School Hall 

Year 2 Tuesday 17th July 1:45pm – 
2:45pm 

Mad Hatters Tea 
Party 

School 
Grounds 

Year 3 Friday 20th July 2pm – 3pm Authors 
Performance 

School Hall 

Year 4 Friday 13th July 9-10am Rotten Romans School Hall 

Year 5 Monday 16th July 9am – 10:15am 
1:45pm – 
3:00pm 

Greek Play School Hall 

Year 6 Thursday 19th July 6:30pm – 
7:30pm 

Play School Hall 

 
Parent Survey 
The Parent Survey will be extended a week, and will now close on Friday 15th June. This is a great 
opportunity to make your voices heard. Please follow the link below: 
https://is.gd/ParentPhilJim18  
 
Phonics Screening 
The Year 1 Phonics screening check will be taking place next week. Your child will be doing this in a quiet 
area of the school with a member of staff that they know well. Your child is used to doing assessments like 
this and so it will seem just a normal day. Year 1 children’s reports will contain their phonics screening 
results. 
 
Hi-Visibility Jackets Donation 
We have kindly been donated a two sets of hi-vis jackets for the children to wear when they are out and 
about on trips. Many thanks to FJMT studio architect company and Christine Kwong for organising this. 
 
School Garden Update 
You may have noticed that the Blue Container has now been moved to a more convenient location, which 
means we are able to begin the building work for the school garden. A big thank you to Mr Matthews and 
Mr Mansell who spent time during half term unloading and reloading the container to make this move 
possible.  
 

https://is.gd/ParentPhilJim18
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We are holding our first work party this Sunday (10th June) from 10am – 1pm and we hope as many people 
as possible can join us to help get the school garden and sensory garden up and running as quickly as 
possible. This weekend we are aiming to weed and reorganise planting in the sensory garden and also give 
it a general tidy up. We are also hoping to mark out where the raised beds will be in the school garden, 
begin building one of the raised beds, varnish boards to go along the fence and start laying down paving 
slabs and bricks for the remaining raised beds, which will arrive later in the term. If you are able to bring 
tools such as spades, forks, secateurs, drills, screwdrivers and saws with you, then that would be hugely 
appreciated, as we currently have a very limited number in school. Drinks and cakes will be provided! 
 
We are hoping to build a small eco-friendly greenhouse as part of the school garden using plastic bottles. 
In order to do this, we need as much help as possible to collect clean 2l plastic bottles. Please bring any 
donations to Lilac 4 or the School Office. 
 
You can still donate to the school garden project by logging on to your Parentpay account – a big thank you 
to everyone who has donated so far and helped us raise £598, which has allowed us to purchase all the 
raised beds we need for the garden. If you’d prefer to donate something other than money, then we still 
need items such as small hand tools, plastic liner for the raised beds, paving slabs or bricks, vegetable 
seeds, bamboo canes and top soil/compost. 
Aram, Henry M, Joss, Juliette, Louis, Malavika, Oliver and Saskia – The School Garden Group 
 
Science Evening 

There is just under two weeks until the Science Evening on 
Wednesday 20th June from 6-8pm. We hope you’ll be able to join 
us for a night of fun-filled Science exploration and discovery. 
Tom and James (L4) – Science Evening Team 
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Year 6 Bake Sale 
In the past few days we have been preparing for an upcoming bake sale. We will be selling delicious 
homemade treats. The bake sale will be on the 14th of June after school. We are very excited and hope 
many of you come. 
The proceeds are all going to Helen and Douglas House. This charity helps terminally ill children have 
opportunities to enjoy themselves and have fun in their lives. They help them find passions they never knew 
they had, and learn to express themselves freely. They’ve helped so many people, one of them being a girl 
named Bea who they helped all through her life. Unfortunately, Douglas House has been forced to close, 
because they completely rely on their shop, fundraising, and most of all donations. This is why we have 
decided to raise money for this charity. If you have any questions, please ask us. 
Katarina, Sarah and Zoë, Year 6 
 
PTA News 
Keep an eye on your email for a very special PTA online silent auction starting this weekend - you won’t 
want to let these really fantastic prizes (hints: hockey, high-flyers, and the husband of a Canadian 
chanteuse), raising funds for the Astroturf!  
 
The auction will only run for a limited time; make sure you’re signed up to our emails so you don’t miss 
out! http://eepurl.com/drWmwT 
 
PTA Treasurer Required 
We are in desperate need of a treasurer to take over from Ruth Dorso in September.  It would be really 
helpful for this person to shadow Ruth at the fete so they can see how it works.  The PTA is a really 
important part of school life, raising funds for vital school equipment and organising community events to 
help people get to know each other.  We really need your help so please do email carriext@aol.com or 
speak to one of the PTA if you might be willing to take on the role.   
 
School Fete Help 
The school fete is fast approaching (Sat 23rd June) and we need your help!  We need: 
Volunteers: particular for food stalls but also for lots of other roles.  
A set up and clear up team. 
Cakes (dropped off on the Friday before the fete or bought on the day) 
Plants 
Prizes for the tombola 
For you to come and spend money!  Come along with your friends and family and enjoy the day. 
Please speak to your class reps, the PTA committee or email philandjimspta@gmail.com if you can 
help.  The more people that help, the less work it is for everyone. 
 
Doughnuts for Dads 
Calling all Dads, come along on Thursday morning from 8am to grab a coffee and a doughnut with your 
children.  All proceeds will go to the Astroturf fund. 
 
 
 

http://eepurl.com/drWmwT
mailto:carriext@aol.com
mailto:philandjimspta@gmail.com
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Sports News 

Girls’ Football Tournament 
On Saturday 19 May some girls from Years 5 &6 competed in a football tournament. 
The White Team were Tilly, Evie, Lucille, Mila, Celia and Juliette. 
The Red Team were Alice, Natalya, Amber, Sophie D, Sophie R, Jeylan and Malin. 
There was the bowl, the plate and the cup. The cup is the best and the Whites came 3rd in the cup. 
The Reds came 3rd in the bowl. The Whites won 4 games, drew 2 and lost 1. The Reds won 3, drew 
1, lost 3. We all had lots of fun, and the Year 5s are looking forward to taking part again next year. 
The football teams 
 
To keep up-to-date with all things Sport related, please visit the sport section on the website. 
 

 
 

Notice board 

A scooter belonging to a Year 1 child went missing before half term 
from outside After School Club. It is dark pink and black. If you or your 
child has seen it or taken it home by accident, please let the School 
Office know. 
 
A child’s blue cardigan with appliqué leaves on the front went missing 
from school on the last Friday before half term. If your child picked it 
up by accident, please return to the School Office. 
 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 

 Dates for your diary 

School nurse visit to Year 5 and Year 6  Tuesday 12th June 

Doughnuts for Dads Thursday 14th June 

Year 6 MFL Transition Visit, Cherwell School Wednesday 20th June AM 

Year 2 German Puppet Show Wednesday 20th June PM 

Year 3 German Puppet Show Thursday 21st June PM 

Science Evening Wednesday 20th June 6-8pm 

Summer Fete  Saturday 23rd June 

Year 6 parent meeting – Q&A with Cherwell 
staff and parents 

Monday 25th June, 9am 

Year 5 Singing Performance @ Sheldonian Wednesday 27th June 

http://philandjim.org.uk/enrichment/sports/
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EYFS sports morning Thursday 28th June 

Sports Day Friday 29th June 

EYFS Sports Morning Thursday 5th July 

Year 6 Cherwell Transfer day Friday 6th July 

Whole School Transition  – children meet 
their new teachers 

Friday 6th July PM 

EYFS Transition afternoon – new children 
and their families welcomed 

Friday 6th July PM 

Aristotle Cup Sunday 8th July 

Cherwell Welcome Evening, Cherwell School Monday 9th July 6-8pm 

Year 6 Cherwell Science Day Wednesday 11 July 

Cherwell Games Evening for new students 
and their families 

Thursday 12 July 4-6pm 

Year 6 End of Year Performance Thursday 19th July 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly Tuesday 24th July 1pm 

Year 6 Leavers BBQ Party Tuesday 24th July 

End of Summer Term Wednesday 25th July 2018 1.30pm 
finish 

 
 
 

 September 2018 dates for your diary- 

INSET day  Tuesday 4th September 

INSET day Wednesday 5th September 

Start of term for Year 1- Year 6 Thursday 6th September 

Start of term for EYFS Monday 10th September 

 


