
     

Minutes of the meeting of the Curriculum Committee at 1pm on 13th July 2018 

Present: Yvonne Pinner (chair), Sarah Awuye (head), Jo Reeder (assistant head), Zoe 

Banfield (assistant head), Elisabeth Jay (governor), Juliette Ash (governor), Katharine Wilson 

(clerk). 

 

1  Declarations of interest 

None.   

 

2  Apologies and minutes 

Apologies from Tom Albinson.  The minutes of the previous meeting were approved and are 

uploaded to the website. 

 

3  Matters arising not on the agenda 

What is the provision for choir going forward? 

JR will take over choir with the help of a TA, and an afterschool break has been built in to 

ensure children are refreshed and ready to sing.  Governors noted how successful the Young 

Voices concert had been last year, and staff explained the school’s application this year had 

been turned down as the concert was already full.  SLT will research applying next year to 

this or the Festival of Voices, and to investigate the Voices foundation.     

ACTION: SLT 

 

4  Safeguarding 

Situation regarding missing child in Year 6 successfully resolved. 

 

 



5  Action points from previous curricoms or FGB – Behaviour – Sport mile per day 

Has the Sport Mile initiative been rolled out to all classes, to improve behaviour? 

Yes, all classes should be fitting the mile (KS1 half mile) into their day.  This will continue to 

be monitored to ensure consistent provision throughout all classes. 

Has the House Points system lost impetus? 

There is considerable enthusiasm in the lower school.  However older children may need 

further incentivising especially if they have already gained higher awards, and this will be 

looked at.                                                                                                 ACTION: SLT 

 

6  SEND report 

Are there parental complaints about children being on/taken off the register? 

Most parents happy with system.  Children are listed on the report according to their 

primary needs, although they may fit into more than one category.  Register has been 

overhauled this year to ensure only correct children are on it. 

Do all children with an Educational Health and Care Plan receive 1:1 attention? 

Not necessarily; it depends on their care plan.  Children are not taken out of class unless it is 

beneficial to them. 

Can the gap between children with additional needs and their peers only be closed by so 

much? 

Attainment gap is consistent in all areas, reflecting the level of need.  Governors 

congratulated staff on the comparatively small gap in writing and maths progress.  Reading, 

involving phonics and comprehension, is more challenging. 

Are there national trends? 

No, as the needs of pupils are very individual. 

Governors welcomed training in Lego therapy etc, and the news that JR will be acting SENCO 

supported by SA and the inclusion service.  JR will begin training for a formal qualification 

after the next academic year.  Libby Sunderland has now completed her dyslexia training, 

and will take on the role of English leader. 

 

7  Tracking/report on German 

ZB stressed that the current document by Ann Poole shown to governors is a subject 

leader’s report primarily designed for teachers, and that a further explanatory document 

will be prepared for FGB.  The disparity between class time spent on the subject reflects 

how much time is taught by Ann, not time spent on the subject itself.  However this still 

needs to be standardised to ensure consistency. 



How can progress in German be measured? 

As Pupil Tracker has only been in operation for a year there is no comparative data, but Year 

6 data can be provided for FGB. German will be able to be tracked once there is sufficient 

comparative data. 

How is a solid foundation laid in KS1 for learning German in KS2? 

Language learning is not statutory until KS2; in KS1 the emphasis is on exposure to different 

languages, backed up with resources for class teachers.  The statutory requirements for KS2 

(found on the MFL page on the website) are quite low.  SLT will provide further clarity for 

governors and parents on who does what in each year group, what the parameters of the 

curriculum are, and where language learning fits in with learning priorities.   

ACTION: SLT 

Can native German speakers’ abilities be used in class? 

This will be looked at and be reported on in the first Curricom of next academic year. 

          ACTION: SLT 

 

8  SDIP for Curricom 

EYFS  

Governors congratulated EYFS (which has been externally moderated) on achieving a 75% 

Good Level of Development, higher than National.  More boys by number achieved the GLD.  

Summer born boys were the lowest achieving group and writing remains the most difficult 

category. 

Can parents choose to keep their children down a year? 

Yes. 

How is the information communicated to parents? 

By parents’ evenings as well as reports, so that clarity is ensured.  Parents are encouraged to 

contribute information about their child for the report. 

Governors welcomed the ongoing provision of greater opportunities for outdoor learning, 

and the appointment of an EYFS specialist next year. 

Phonics 

Attainment has dropped from 78% last year to 69%, this year, with the national standard 

being 81%.  The pass mark is 32, and the average score of those not passing has dropped 

from 24 to 21.  This is an unwelcome surprise, as targeted support was offered and plenty of 

hard work went into preparation. There is no one reason and results have been analysed, 

although the vast majority of the children not passing started year 1 at a level below 

national expectations. 



What are the next steps, and is additional external support needed? 

SLT will perform further in-depth monitoring and analysis, and will authorise further training 

if needed.  There will also be analysis of how much input is provided by the class teacher as 

well as by Hilma Lindqvist the phonics co-ordinator.  

ACTION: SLT 

Is there accurate information for parents? 

Yes there is and JR ensures parents are also aware of the link to the website that aids with 

Phonics learning. 

Governors expressed concern, especially given the focus on phonics at the recent OFSTED 

inspection. This is a key area of focus and the results are disappointing given all the 

additional work that has taken place in this area. The results of the review that will take 

place will be presented at the first Curricom meeting next academic year.     

On a positive note, 89% of those taking the Year 2 retake passed last time. 

Year 2 SAT’s show achievement of 78% in reading, 64% in writing, 76% in maths.  Reading 

and maths are in line with national standards.  Writing remains a concern, although progress 

has been made, and 3 children came into the year with no English at all. 

Year 6 SAT’s results show 72% overall (national standard 64%).  Good progress in all groups.  

87% reading, 85% SPAG, 83% maths.  Writing 73%, and 3 children did not take SATS.  All 

national standards surpassed, and congratulations to all who have contributed to an 

impressive result after one intensive year. 

Writing 

More boys have made progress in Year 6.  Focus remains on Year 2 and Year 4, and end of 

term data is awaited. 

Middle leadership 

Parents have not been making full use of the system in terms of colour area leaders.  From 

now on there will be one middle leader for behaviour (Rob Miles) and one for learning 

(Imogen Maund, who is a new staff member starting in September).  This will be 

communicated to parents via the newsletter and there will be permanent reminders of the 

appropriate way to get in touch with school depending on the situation. 

Assessment 

SA has been focussing on supporting teachers in understanding what is expected of them, 

and how to keep tracking in line with end of year expectations.  JR has been compiling 

examples of good practice with good teachers, in line with current high expectations. 

Why has progress dropped overall at KS2? 

There is currently considerable need, especially in year 6.  SEN progress is only tracked at 

KS2 and so it is not correct to directly compare results year on year. 



Broad and balanced Curriculum 

Emphasis on starting with inspiration, completing a learning journey and celebrating 

achievement.  Foundation subjects are tracked, objectives taught and areas for 

development chosen. 

Is it possible to have weekly timetables for learning? 

Learning may vary according to topic, and many subjects can be encompassed under one 

heading.  An excellent example is Year 1’s recreation of the Great Fire of London, in which 

models were made and then burned, a topic which encompassed science, history, empathy 

etc.  These events also provide opportunities to share with parents, as with the recent Mad 

Hatter’s Tea Party. 

Governors welcomed the fact that good practice is being shared; eg ZB’s simulation of fully 

historicised Viking faeces is a model which can be applied to the study of other ancient 

civilisations.  Governors congratulated all those concerned on their imaginative approach to 

learning. 

 

9  Policies for Review 

Teaching and Learning 

Can hard work create genius, as implied in the quotation from Dweck on growth 

mindsets? 

This will be discussed further, before the policy is put forward to FGB.  Governors welcomed 

the general shift from passive to active learning and making the best of one’s talents.  The 

focus should be on ensuring that every child is taught so that they can be the best that they 

can be.  

Sex and Relationship Education Policy 

This policy was approved, and will be put forward to FGB. 

Social Media and Digital Photography Policy 

Governors welcomed the fact that this is closely aligned with the parental code of conduct.  

This policy was approved, and will be put forward to FGB. 

10  AOB 

Policies for review in October 2018: 

Home School Agreement 

Governor Staff Links 

Behaviour 

Collective Worship 



Teaching and Learning 

EYFS 

 

11 Date of Next Meeting – TBC dependent on FGB meetings. 

The meeting closed at 3.05pm. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  


