
 

 

School profile for SEND 

 9% of pupils have SEND need 

 21% of pupils with SEND need have an EHCP 

 2% of all pupils have an education, health and care (EHC) plan 

 
These children may have one or more of the following areas of need: 
 

• Communication and interaction needs: children who have speech language and 
communication difficulties including autistic spectrum conditions. 

• Cognition and Learning needs: children who have learning difficulties and specific 
learning difficulties like dyslexia, dyspraxia and dyscalculia. 

• Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs 

• Sensory and/or Physical needs: including children who have visual or hearing needs, 
or a physical disability that affects their learning 

The number of SEN children is as follows: 
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1. Identifying pupils with SEND 

The progress of all children is assessed at regular intervals by our assistant headteacher 
responsible for assessment and standards. Where progress is not as expected, the first 
response is ensuring Quality First Teaching, where the teacher is responding well to the 
needs of all in their class. Slow progress and low attainment do not necessarily mean that a 
child has SEND.  
 
All those working with children are alerted to emerging difficulties and respond early to 
target these.  
 
In deciding whether to make special educational provision, the Special Educational Needs 
Lead (SENCo) considers all the information gathered from within the school about the 
pupil’s progress and current provision, alongside national data and expectations of progress. 
We also use the Oxfordshire County Council’s guidance ‘Identifying and supporting Special 
Educational Needs in Oxfordshire schools and settings’.  
 
Where more specific assessment is deemed to be necessary, this will be carried out by the 
SENCo, who may also involve other professionals from outside the school.  
The information gathering will include an early discussion with the pupils and their parents. 
SS Philip and James’ School recognises that parents know their children best and we ensure 
we listen to and understand when parents express concerns about their child’s 
development. Occasionally parents may identify that their child has a problem and initiate 
the conversation with school.  It is also extremely important to know about similar 
difficulties experienced by other family members.  
 
 
Criteria for identifying SEND may include:  

 A child’s early history and/or parental concern  
 A child who arrives with considerably lower attainment levels than expected from 

another school  
 Very Low or uneven Foundation Stage profile  
 A pupil’s lack of progress despite receiving a differentiated curriculum and support 
 Their achievement in the National Curriculum i.e. significantly below the suggested 

level for their age  
 Requiring greater adult attention in class due to behavioural/learning difficulties  
 Requiring specialist material/equipment or support for sensory/physical problems  

Children with SEND are inclusively educated in an age appropriate classroom with their 
peers through quality first teaching. Teaching and resources are differentiated within the 
classroom to ensure children are able to achieve the learning objectives and make good 
progress. Each class has a visual timetable on display, which details the daily planned 
activities. Some pupils, if needed, have their own visual timetable of now and next.  
Teaching Assistants (TAs) work alongside the class teacher to support children with SEND 
individually/ in small groups and to facilitate the class teacher working with children with 
SEND. Most of our TA’s have time to communicate daily with the class teacher to ensure a 



 

consistent and appropriate approach to our pupils teaching and learning and to develop 
their independence.  
If and when necessary, we make adaptations to the timetable/ classroom organisation and 
set up - through consultation with support services.  

 

2. Progress made by pupils with SEND 

Generally, our pupils with SEND needs are attaining lower across the school.  Although SEND 
pupils are tracked against national expectations, we also track smaller objectives set by the 
class teacher and therefore specific interventions are monitored termly by the SENco to 
ensure impact. 

 

Whole school attainment of pupils with SEND compared with pupils without SEND 

 Reading Writing Maths 

SEND pupils 29% 10% 23% 

Non-SEND pupils 72% 58% 69% 

Attainment gap 43% 48% 46% 

 

Whole school progress of pupils with SEND compared with pupils without SEND 

 Reading Writing Maths 

SEND pupils 45% 65% 61% 

Non-SEND pupils 87% 80% 85% 

Progress gap 42% 15% 24% 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Update on the school’s implementation of the SEND system 

We monitor the effectiveness of the provision for pupils with SEND and the progress they 
make in the following ways:  

 Pupil progress is monitored through the use of our whole school Pupil Progress 
Tracker system which encompasses group tracking that informs the evaluation of 
our provision map.  

 Pupil progress meetings, between the class teacher and the assistant headteachers, 
evaluate data and tracking of age related expectations and progress. They are 
undertaken three times a year.   

 Diagnostic assessments are completed by the SENCo and / or support services 

 Termly class based assessments and optional SATS tests are used to confirm 
continuous classroom formative assessments. 

 Pupil Profile reviews towards agreed outcomes at least three times a year with 
parental and pupil input.  

 Baseline assessments before and after interventions  

 The SENCo and the Senior Leadership Team (SLT) hold learning walks/observations 
to review effectiveness of provision for all groups and individuals.  

 Monitoring of procedures and practice by the SEND governor. 

 School self-evaluation. 

Action taken relating to SEN support follows an assess, plan, do and review model: 

1. Assess Data collected creates an accurate assessment of need. Parents are invited to 
discuss actions to improve progress towards agreed outcomes.  

2. Plan: appropriate personalised support and /or involvement in evidence based 
interventions through advice from the SENco.  

3. Do: SEN support is recorded on an individual action record which identifies clear 
outcomes and all strategies which are implemented. 

4. Review: Progress towards outcomes area tracked and reviewed termly with parents 
and pupils.  

If progress rates are judged to be inadequate despite the delivery of high quality 
interventions and support, advice will be sought from external agencies regarding strategies 
to best meet the specific needs of the pupil. This will only be undertaken after parent 
permission has been obtained.  

N.B For a very small percentage of pupils, whose needs are significant and complex and the 
SEN Support required to meet their needs cannot reasonably be provided from within the 
school’s own resources, a request will be made to the local authority to conduct an 
assessment of education, health and care needs. This may result in an Education, Health and 
Care (EHCP) plan being provided. 

 

 



 

4. SEND funding 

All schools in Oxfordshire receive funding for pupils with SEN in three main ways:  

 The base budget (element 1 funding) covers teaching and curriculum expenses as 
well as the cost of the SENCo.  

 The notional SEND budget (element 2 funding) covers the additional educational 
support required.  

 Specific funds may be allocated to pupils with statements or Education, Health and 
Care Plans.  

SS Philip and James’ School, as part of normal budget planning, has a strategic approach to 
using resources to support the progress of all groups of pupils. We aim to provide additional 
support up to the nationally prescribed threshold per pupil per year. Where the cost of 
special educational provision required to meet the needs of an individual pupil exceeds this 
threshold an application to the Local Authority may be made for short term top-up funding. 

 

 

5. Staff development 

Our school is committed to gaining further expertise in the area of Special Needs education.  
Current training includes school-based whole school INSET using the School inclusion 
development plan, INSET lead by outside agencies matched to individual needs, training 
sessions for TAs, SENCo and TA group meetings, membership for OXIT guidance 
(Oxfordshire inclusion Team) and the reading and discussion of documents on SEND.  
Staff meetings are arranged to respond to the particular needs of the school. The training 
needs of the staff including TAs are reviewed as part of the CPD process in school.  
 
Children’s specific needs are discussed with parents when admission to school is requested. 
The previous school and support agencies are contacted should this be appropriate. All staff 
have responsibility for teaching children with learning difficulties/disabilities and should any 
specialist advice be required, this will be arranged. 
 
Mrs Deborah Porter is currently trained to support pupils with ABA programme and further 
staff are currently undertaking training.  
Mrs Kate Hanke has been trained to deliver lego therapy.   
Our acting SENco is supported by OXSIT and engages with training and support materials, 
including SEN termly Inclusion briefings.  
 
This year all teachers and teaching assistants received Autism Training provided by a 
specialist provider in order to support specific pupils as well as inclusive support for all 
pupils. 

 



 

 

6. Work with external agencies 

The school is able to call upon the expertise of a wide range of support services. These 
support services are consulted after discussion with the Headteacher or SENCo, and with 
the full agreement of parents. For assessment and advice from most of these services, a 
request form must be filled in first, and then additional information may be required e.g. 
the service’s own checklist, and information about strategies already in use.  Support 
services include:   
  

o Educational Psychology  
o SENSS, who support children with communication and language, sensory needs and 

physical needs (including Autism Advisory Teachers) 
o Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services(CAMHS) 
o Speech, Language Service 
o OXIT (Oxfordshire Inclusion Team) 
o Occupational Therapy Service 
o School Nurse Service 
o SENDIASS (special Educational Needs and Disability information, Advice and Support 

Service) 
o Lego /Play therapy  

 

 

 


