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Friday 2 November 2018 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
Welcome back to the second half of Autumn Term.  As always, it was wonderful to welcome the children 
back to school after the half term break.  This week parent teacher consultations took place for children in 
all year groups; please do contact your child’s teacher if you were unable to meet and would like to 
arrange an appointment.  This can be done via the office (office@philandjim.org.uk) or by talking directly 
to your child’s teacher at the end of the day.  The next time you will have a formal meeting with your 
child’s teacher will be in January 2019.  
 
Road Safety  
The rising bollard at Aristotle Bridge is in place to stop cars entering the area around school during morning 
drop off and afternoon pick up.  At the moment the bollard isn’t working and, although we appreciate the 
ease driving to school offers, we ask that you don’t drive across the bridge between 8.30am-9.00am and 
3.00pm-3.30pm in order to reduce the risk of accident, as our children journey to and from school. 
 
Social media 
We teach the children to safely and responsibly access social media.  We also encourage them to share any 
concerns they have about content shared via any form of social media.  Please could we ask for your 
support in ensuring that electronic devices are used to communicate appropriately.  If you would like to 
talk to a member of staff about any concerns you or your child may have; please contact Miss Banfield, 
Miss Reeder or Mrs Hiner. You can find further details about our Behaviour, Social Media and Anti-Bullying 
Policies on the school website. 
 
Individual School Photographs for children in Foundation-Year 6 
This year, individual photographs will take place on Thursday 8 November.  We will be starting at 8.15am 
for any parent who would like their pre-school siblings to be photographed with children at Phil & Jim.  
Please come to the school office if you would like to take part in this.  School children will have individual 
photographs (as well as photographs with siblings at Phil & Jim) taken during the school day. 
 
Mr Bushell 
After five years of teaching at Phil & Jim, Mr Bushell will be leaving at the end of the Autumn Term to take 
up a more senior role in an Oxford school.  Although we will be sad to say goodbye to Mr Bushell, who has 
worked hard for the children, I am delighted that he is moving onto a new role which will allow him to fulfil 
his professional aspirations. I am sure you will join me in wishing him the very best in his new 
appointment.  
 
We would usually see teacher movement at the end of an academic year, however we cannot control the 
appointment pattern of other schools, which has resulted in Mr Bushell leaving mid-year.  We are currently 
advertising to fill the post and we will update you in due course.   

mailto:office@philandjim.org.uk
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Behaviour-Policy-October-2018.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/Social-Media-Policy-June-2018.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Anti-Bullying-Policy-January-2018.pdf


 

 Navigation Way Oxford OX2 6AB  T: 01865 311064  F: 01865 311202  E: office.3835@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk   
www.philandjim.org.uk   Headteacher: Ms Sarah Awuye   Oxfordshire County Council 

 

 
Coffee Morning 
On Thursday 8 November at 9.00am, we will be hosting an inclusion coffee morning in the function 
room.  We especially welcome parents of children with a Special Educational Need or those who require 
additional support in school, but it is of course open to all.  It will be a chance to meet informally and chat 
about the range of support we offer here at Phil and Jim. We look forward to seeing you there. 
Miss Reeder (SENCo) and Mrs Hiner (Pastoral Support Lead) 
 
Starting school in Reception 2019 
Parents of children born between 01/09/2014 and 31/08/2015 must make an application for their child to 
start in Reception in September 2019.  The CLOSING DATE for on-time Primary School applications is 15th 
JANUARY 2019 and the offer date for on-time applications is 16th April 2019.  
 
The most secure method of submitting and application is on-line and Parents can apply on-line at 
www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions or contact the school admissions team on 0345 241 2487 for a 
paper application form. The booklet ‘Starting School’ is also available on the County Website.  
 
Get ready for winter and protect against colds, Influenza (flu) and Norovirus  
We are aware that at this time of year, there are an increased number of children who suffer from colds 
and coughs and sometimes more serious symptoms of flu.  The symptoms of flu tend to come on a lot 
quicker than the common cold and tend to be more severe; they include fever, cough, blocked nose, 
headache, tiredness and aching joints. 
The following simple steps will help prevent children catching or spreading flu: 

 Encourage children to wash their hands regularly with warm water and soap 
 Catch any coughs or sneezes in a tissue covering both the nose and mouth and put tissues in the bin 

immediately after use 

Norovirus 
Norovirus, also known as the winter vomiting bug, is a highly infectious virus that causes diarrhoea and 
vomiting. It can be caught by close contact with an infectious person or by simply touching objects that 
have been handled by an infectious person. Symptoms can be severe but usually only last for a few days. 
The following simple steps will help prevent children catching or spreading norovirus: 

 Encourage children to wash their hands regularly with warm water and soap 
 Do not allow children to share toys or other items with other children 
 If a child has symptoms of norovirus they will need to stay home from school until they have 

been symptom free for 48 hours 
 If a child is unwell ensure they stay well hydrated by giving them plenty of water 

PTA news 

It's time to SWISH! 

Saturday 10 November - 7.30pm 

http://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/primaryadmissions
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We are pleased to announce that TICKETS ARE NOW ON SALE FOR £5 IN THE 

SCHOOL OFFICE! Please pop in and pick one up. 

 

Your ticket includes your entry (the event will be in the school hall) and a glass of fizz on 

arrival. There will be more drinks on offer as well as a small fee per item you decide to take 

home with you.  All money raised will go to our PTA.   

 

How swishing works:  

Bring pre-loved but no longer wanted items from your wardrobe (in good condition that you'd 

be proud to pass on). In turn, you will be able to choose some new-to-you items (brought by 

fellow party goers) to take home. Everything that everyone brings will be up for grabs –  the 

more items we have to swap, the better the selection will be for everyone!! 

 

Please bring your items on hangers if possible, and note that un-swapped items should be 

taken back home at the end of the evening. 

 

Summertown St Margaret’s Neighbourhood forum 

Explore Summertown’s future 

AGM followed by speaker Rob Lloyd Sweet on Tuesday 6 November 7.30pm at the Baptist 

Church Woodstock/Beechcroft Road OX3 7NQ 

Hear about the update on our Neighbourhood plan and join the discussion about a 

Conservation Area.  
 

Notice board 

Congratulations to Jude in 6CB who will be starring in Peter Pan at the 
North Wall in December. 
 
Vomiting and diarrhoea 
Please can we remind you that if your child displays any of these 
symptoms, Public Heath England states that pupils must not return to 
school for 48 hours after the last episode of vomiting or diarrhoea. School 
adopts this policy to take steps to avoid other children and staff becoming 
ill.  
 
Nut free school 
We have children and staff in school with a serious nut allergy so we ask 
for your support to avoid risk to those children and adults.  Please avoid 
nuts in packed lunches or for snacks. 
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Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 

 September 2018 dates for your diary 

Year 4 Maths Competition – Summer Fields  (invited children 
will be informed) 

Tuesday 6th November  

Individual School Photographs  EYFS – Year 6 Thursday 8th November  

Inclusion Coffee Morning –all parents and carers welcome Thursday 8th November  

PTA Swishing Evening – please note change in date Saturday 10th November 

Anti-Bullying Week Monday 12th November  

Year 3-6 Cross Country – Oxford Spires Academy  Tuesday 13th November 

Eye test for Early Years pupils  Wednesday 14th November  

Year 5 and 6 Girls Hockey festival at Oxford Hawkes  Thursday 15th November  

Children in Need Friday 16th November  

Christingle service in Church Tuesday 20th November 

Immunisation – EYFS to Year 5 Thursday 22nd November  

IMPS Visit – 6B  Thursday 22nd November  

Year 3 and 4 Dodgeball – The Oxford Academy  Thursday 22nd November  

IMPS Visit – 6CB Friday 30th November  

Prayer Meeting – 8:50am all parents and staff welcome Friday 7th December 

China Celebration Day – 2.00pm all parents welcome Friday 7th December  

3L Violin Concert – 1.30pm  Tuesday 11th December  

3S Violin Concert – 2.30pm Tuesday 11th December  

Early Years Nativity –2.15pm  Wednesday 12th December  

Early Years Nativity – 9.30am  Thursday 13th December  

Christmas Bazaar for children – 9.00am Friday 14th December  

Christmas Fayre from 3.05pm - all welcome Friday 14th December 

Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas Celebration in Church - 2.00pm Tuesday 18th December  

Year 3 - Year 6 Carol Concert in Church 6.30pm Tuesday 18th December 

School Christmas lunch Wednesday 19th December 

Touring Panto visit to school - whole school events - details to 
follow 

Thursday 20th December 

End of Autumn Term  Friday 21st December 1.30pm  

 

Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community. 
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Housing Crisis in Oxford  
The housing crisis in Oxford is suffocating our city. In order to start changing this, we need to get people 
engaged: we want the community to be thinking and talking about how we can do housing better and 
taking action on those ideas. And we need your help to do it!  
 

From November 2018, Open House Oxford will be transforming an empty shop front on Little Clarendon 
Street into a public talking shop on housing and homelessness. We’re looking for friendly, enthusiastic and 
interested people to act as ‘volunteer hosts’ in the shop. In the role, you’d be looking after a public living 
room - free for anyone to use - and engaging the public with our exhibition on housing and homelessness, 
exploring exciting questions like ‘who has power over how housing works?’ and ‘what would an alternative 
politics of housing look like?’. We’ll also need the occasional hand on evening events, where we’ll be 
hosting exciting speakers from across the country such as geography professor Danny Dorling, campaign 
group Defend Council Housing and social historian John Boughton. 
 

Ideally you’ll be able to spend 1 or more days a month as a volunteer host (on a day of your choice) and 
we’ll provide you with a full induction. 
 

If you’re interested or want to chat further about the role, come down to our open meeting at 7pm on 
Thursday, 8th of November. You’ll find us at 36 Little Clarendon Street. If you aren’t able to come to the 
meeting, do email hello@openhouseoxford.org to register your interest. We’d love to hear from you.’ 
 
The Great British Bake Off  
Applications are now open for the tenth series of The Great British Bake Off.  The Great British Bake Off is 
looking for the UK’s best home bakers to enter the tent.  Who is the best baker you know?  If you have what 
it takes or know someone who you think has what it takes to bake in the tent, then please do encourage them 
to visit www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk 
   
Voice Box Choir    
A dynamic and fun family free concert with this great Witney choir and a chance for children from the audience 
to participate!  Sunday 18 November 3pm St Peter’s Church, Wolvercote First Turn Oxford OX2 8AQ 
http://voiceboxchoir.co.uk 
 
New voice for parent carers in Oxfordshire 
The new Parent Carer forum for Oxfordshire will be launching on 8 November at the OXFSN ‘Better Together 
Event’.  
The forum has been set up by a group of parents with children who have special education needs and 
disabilities (SEND) to work with Oxfordshire County Council and the local NHS to help improve services for 
children with SEND. 
As members of the National Network of Parent Carer Forum’s we will support the development of parent carer 
participation, a process in which parents work together with professionals to make improvements to local 
services.   
We believe that ‘Every Child Matters’ and that all disabled children and young people in Oxfordshire, should 
have access to the same opportunities, experiences and information , as any other child.  
  

https://www.facebook.com/events/717127395313432/
https://www.facebook.com/events/717127395313432/
mailto:hello@openhouseoxford.org
http://www.applyforbakeoff.co.uk/
http://voiceboxchoir.co.uk/
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Julia Stackhouse, Co-Chair of the Oxfordshire parent carer forum said ‘Our Vision is to be a well informed, 
connected and empowered community of families of children with disabilities or additional needs.  We want to 
build links with as many informal and formal groups both those of parents and professionals so that we can 
work in partnership with health, education and social care to create quality services that meet the needs of all 
parent carers and their children/young people’. 
  
Stephanie Harrison, Co-Chair of the Oxfordshire parent carer forum added ‘If anyone has parental responsibility 
for a child or young person with additional needs or a disability, who is aged between birth and 25 years old 
and lives in Oxfordshire, please join us and share your experiences so that we can strive to improve services in 
Oxfordshire’. 
  
The forum and its representative will aim to provide reasoned feedback and support to professionals and 
ensure young people and their families are listened to. 
 Tel:  07394 735666 
Email:  info@oxpcf.org.uk 
Web:  www.oxpcf.org.uk 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/oxpcf/ 
Twitter: @OxPCForum 
Instagram: ox_parentcarers_forum 
Address:  c/o OXFSN Slade House, Horspath Driftway, HEADINGTON, Oxford OX3 7JH 
  
National network of parent carer forums:  http://www.nnpcf.org.uk/  The National Network of Parent Carer 
Forums (NNPCF) is the independent national voice of parent carer forum. 
 In partnership with OXFSN https://www.oxfsn.org.uk/ Oxfordshire Family Support Network (OxFSN) is a not-
for-profit organisation run by and for family carers of people with learning disabilities – both children and 
adults. 
 

mailto:info@oxpcf.org.uk
http://www.oxpcf.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/oxpcf/
http://www.nnpcf.org.uk/
https://www.oxfsn.org.uk/

