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Friday 7 December 2018 

 

Life at Phil & Jim this week… 
 

Looking at different animals in 1H 

  
This week the children have been learning about different 

animals from around China. We all became zookeepers and 

walked around the classroom looking at 7 different animals. We 

also wrote simple sentences about them, describing what we 

saw. As you can see, our sentences were fantastic!  

 

 

Building the Great Wall in 2R  

We have been busy building our Great 

Wall ready to welcome our visitors on Friday. We are looking forward to sharing our non-

chronological reports, Tai Chi, music and everything that we have been learning about China! 
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Growing Bean Plants and Poetry in 3S 

In 3S this week, we have been very excited to see 

how quickly our bean plants are growing. We have 

been counting how many roots they have every 

few days and recording the results in our Science 

books. 

 

 

In English, we have been listening to poets 

performing their work and analysing what makes 

an effective performance. In pairs, we learnt the words of “If I Had Wings” by Pie Corbett off by 

heart and enjoyed performing the poem to the rest of the class in various different ways. We are 

looking forward to writing our own poetry next week! 

Reading Christmasaurus in 4M 

   

This week, 4M have begun reading their new book – The Christmasaurus by Tom Fletcher! We are 

all enjoying the humour in the book and have been designing our own North Pole elves in Guided 

Reading. These elves have to speak in rhyme (as all North Pole elves speak in rhyming couplets) so 

we have been practising our poetry too. We are looking forward to hearing what happens next in 

the story.  

Reciting performance poetry in 5M 

5M have been writing and reciting performance poetry. It has been a 

wonderful opportunity to read their own and others’ work to fellow 

pupils, showcasing their acting abilities. Here we see an action shot of 

Oscar in mid-flow, performing Michael Rosen’s hilarious ‘Chocolate 

cake’. 
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China Topic in 6CB  
6CB have had great fun sharing all the different work they’ve been doing as part of our China 

topic. We served some of the teas that we tasted, showed people how to make cut outs like the 

ones on our lanterns, read out some of our dragon information texts and even performed a flash 

mob of the song Jasmine Flower (Mō Lì Huā). 
 

                
 
 

 

Christingle 
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Weekly Celebration assembly 

We expect all adults and children in our school community to demonstrate in all they do, our school values 
love, compassion and community.  The children also follow our whole school rules: we will work hard, we 
will respect each other and school property, we will listen and follow instructions. We have high 
expectations of behaviour and we teach and support all our children to navigate relationships and 
interactions in a positive way.  
 
Over and above our conduct expectations, we also award house points to children for showing kindness, 
care and effort. 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Bronze certificate having been 
awarded a well-deserved 25 house points. 6CB James, 4CM Ibrahim, Usva, Coralie, 2RG Pious. 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Silver certificate for being awarded a 
fantastic 50 house points. 6CB Rosie, 2R Henry, Sofia. 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Gold certificate for being awarded a 
fantastic 100 house points. 5M Maria, Freddie, Luca, Benji, Phoebe.  
 

PTA news 

The Annual Phil & Jim’s PTA Calendar is now on sale! Pick up your copy on the school gate next week for 
just £5.00, or complete an order form and drop at the school office with your payment by the 29th 
November. Thanks for supporting our school!  
 

Christmas Fair 
Come along between 3.00pm and 7.00pm on Friday 14th December for our first 
Christmas extravaganza!  
At this year’s Christmas Fair, we have loads of amazing opportunities most of 
them beginning with ‘C’.  For the shoppers, we have Clothing, Candles, 
Chocolates, Cosmetics and Christmas decorations so you can pick up some 
presents for all the family.   
We have Craft, Choir singing Carols, Father Christmas and some amazing 
Creatures to see and hold.  
They’ll also be fun and games and we’ll be Cooking up a storm on the BBQ for the 
whole family (so no need to cook supper).  Best of all, proceeds are going to 
support the Gatehouse in their work with the homeless in Oxford.   
Bring your family and friends along to enjoy the festivities.  

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/21d5d1d80d0eec39d195908c2/files/b688d72a-61f3-44cf-bd0d-5a150c4cc657/order_form.pdf
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Dear parents and carers,  
 
Our whole school China topic ended today and it was wonderful to welcome so many parents and families 
to school this afternoon to help celebrate the children’s hard work this term.  If you weren’t able to join us 
this afternoon, please look out for the updates on our website next week. 
 
This week we have been moderating the children’s work and updating our summative assessment 
information.  During the first week of the Spring Term you will be given a snapshot report which will show 
where your child is attaining in reading, writing and maths against age related expectations.  The snapshot 
report will also include next step target for each subject.  You will be able to discuss the assessment 
information with your child’s teacher during parents evening.  Parents evening will take place on Tuesday 
15th and Thursday 17th January.  We will let you know when the booking system goes live.    
 
Christmas officially starts in school from Monday and I am particularly looking forward to the first of our 
Christmas performances - EYFS Nativity - which is taking place in the school hall next Wednesday and 
Thursday.  
 
This term two of our governors are stepping down. Mr Adrian Rosser and Revd Tom Albinson have worked 
incredibly hard for the children in our school and their contribution to school has been greatly appreciated 
by the governing body, the pupils and staff and we would like to thank them for their service.  Tom is also a 
regular visitor to school, leading whole school collective worship. I know the children will miss his sensitive 
and engaging assemblies.  Please see a letter below from Adrian, in which he talks a little about what he 
will be doing next year.  
 
The children in Year 1- Year 6 visited St Margaret’s Church on Wednesday for our annual Christingle 
service.  I would like to thank Revd Andrew Bunch for making the children and staff feel welcome.  I 
particularly enjoy this service as it allows the children to take time out of a busy time of the year, to 
consider the importance of love and kindness in their world.  The whole school sang beautifully, with 
readings and prayers shared by children in Year 5 and 6. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://philandjim.org.uk/china-topic-celebration-friday-7th-december-2018/
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Autumn Term 2018 dates for your diary 

3L Violin Concert – 1.30pm  Tuesday 11th December  

3S Violin Concert – 2.30pm Tuesday 11th December  

Early Years Nativity – 2.15pm  Wednesday 12th December  

Early Years Nativity – 9.30am  Thursday 13th December  

Christmas Jumper Day Friday 14th December  

Christmas Bazaar for children – 9.00am Friday 14th December  

Christmas Fayre from 3.05pm - all welcome Friday 14th December 

Year 1 and Year 2 Christmas Celebration in Church - 2.00pm Tuesday 18th December  

Year 3 - Year 6 carol concert in Church 6.30pm Tuesday 18th December 

School Christmas lunch Wednesday 19th December 

Touring Panto visit to school - whole school event Thursday 20th December 

End of Autumn Term – school finishes at 1.30pm Friday 21st December  
 

Spring Terms 2019 dates for your diary 

INSET DAY  School closed for pupils  Monday 7th January  

First day of Spring Term  Tuesday 8th January  

Parents evening  Tuesday 15th January  

Parents evening Thursday 17th January  

Phonics Information Evening – details to follow Monday 21st January  

Sports Hall Athletics – Year 3-6 – details to follow Tuesday 22nd January  

Girls on the ball Years 3-6 Wednesday 23rd January  

Mental Health Week  Monday 4th February  

Mixed Football Tournament Years 3 and 4  Wednesday 6th February  

HALF TERM  Monday 18th–Friday 22nd February 

EYFS Coffee Morning 9.00am Thursday 28th February 

Girls on the ball Year 5and 6  Thursday 28th February  

Life Bus visits school  Tuesday 5th February  

High 5 Netball Year 5 and 6 Wednesday 6th March  

World Book Day  Thursday 7th March  

Coffee Morning Year 1 and 2 9.00am Thursday 14th March  

Year 6 residential to PGL  Monday 18th Friday 22nd March  

Girls on the ball Year 3 and 4 Wednesday 20th March  

Coffee Morning Year 3 and 4 9.00am Thursday 21st March 

Netball Tournament Year 3 and 4 Thursday 21st March 

Cross Country Finals  Tuesday 2nd April 

Coffee Morning Year 5 and 6 9.00am Thursday 4th April 
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Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community. 
 
Dear Pupils, Parents, Staff and Governors. 
 
Thank you so much for having let me be part of the team that is Phil and Jim. I am retiring from being a governor at 
the end of term with a heavy heart but I need to move on. 
 
One of the projects that I will now have more time for is raising funds to take out and help build toilet blocks in Ghana. 
I will be going to Ghana in June 2019. A Ghanaian colleague is already gathering Ghanaian volunteers to work with 
on the project.  
 
Can you imagine what it must be like to get up in the morning and have to go out and find a bit of sheltered scrub land 
to have your morning wee or poo. That is what it is like for many people in the world.  
 
The ladies in the picture are helping build a community toilet block in their village of Alavanyo in the Volta region of 
Ghana. But whilst they are able to collect sand and gravel from a nearby stream and give their labour to mix the 
concrete they can't afford the cement. They are subsistence farmers and have very little access to cash. I was able to 
raise some funds in 2017 for them to make a start. However to finish the project it needs walls, a roof and privacy 
screening.  
 
A few years ago in Tafi Atome, a village near to Alavanyo, generous donations allowed me, again working with 
Ghanaian and international volunteers and the villagers, to build a similar block. Since then no children have died from 
diseases associated with unhygienic toilet practices.  
 
Would you help to make this a reality in Alavanyo.  
 
One elderly gentleman in Tafi Atome thanked the Volunteers and villagers for giving him somewhere private where he 
could complete his toilet in peace.  
 
If you would like further information email me at adriancliverosser@gmail.com. 
 
If you could donate as little as £5.00 you could buy the cement to make the building blocks. A larger donation would 
help buy roofing sheets, doors, hinges for the doors, paint to keep the walls clean and most importantly the materials 
so the rainfall can be collected and stored so that people can wash their hands afterwards.  
 
If you would like to donate see my just giving page at https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/alavanyo-toilet 
 

 
Ladies in Alavanyo mixing concrete to make blocks. 

 
                                                                              Completed toilet block in a nearby village of Tafi Atome 
 

 

mailto:adriancliverosser@gmail.com
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/alavanyo-toilet
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NUFFIELD HEALTH GYM TENNIS LESSONS OFFER 
 

4 lessons for the price of 1- just £13! 
For EYFS, years 1-3 

 
Only available to new members of the racquets academy.  

 
Contact paul.butcher@nuffieldhealth.com 

 

 

mailto:paul.butcher@nuffieldhealth.com

