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Friday 21 June 2019 
 
Dear parents, carers and pupils, 
 
It is that time of the year when invariably some teachers decide to leave us to take on new and exciting challenges.  
This year the following teachers are leaving Phil & Jim.  After many years of service, Mrs Chapman, Mrs Lindqvist and 
Mrs Rhymes are moving to schools closer to home.  Mrs House is going to teach at a local independent school, Miss 
Lambert is going travelling and Mrs Young has relocated to Worcester. Miss Banfield is leaving to explore different 
leadership opportunities.  All the teachers have contributed greatly to the provision at Phil & Jim and I am sure you 
will join me in wishing them the very best as they move on.  The children and staff will of course be saying goodbye 
to all who are leaving in a special assembly at the end of the academic year.   
 
We have recruited new teachers to join us in September and I am pleased to share that we will be joined by the 
following teachers.  
 
Mr Andrew Ansell 
I am delighted to be joining Phil & Jim in September and look forward to getting to know 
you all.  I live with my wife and two young children in Thame. I have lived in Colombia 
which is where I learnt to speak Spanish and to cook Latin American food! I support Oxford 
United Football Club and enjoy playing football and tennis. 
 
 
Miss Beulah Sprague-Davies  

I am thrilled to be joining the team at Phil & Jim.  As a very young child, reading and handwriting 
did not come easily but thanks to the expertise of my primary school teachers, I went on to 
thrive in education, gain my degree in English & Creative Writing at UEA and work as Events 
Director of Oxford Writers’ House prior to embarking on my teaching career.   
 
Having competed at a national level in stunt gymnastics, I nowadays enjoy acrobatic partner-
dancing and open water swimming! I look forward to meeting you all and becoming part of the 
community at Phil & Jim. 

 
 
Mrs Becca Callard 
I am very much looking forward to joining you all at SS Philip and James Primary School. When I 
was at school, my favourite subject was creative writing and now I really enjoy teaching English 
as everyone has a unique imagination. During school breaks, I love to go cycling, walking and 
camping. I can play the trumpet and guitar too.  
 
 

Mr Josh Batty  
Firstly, I would like to express how excited I am to start at Phil & Jim in September. I gained my 
teaching qualification at Oxford Brookes University in 2014 and have now been teaching for five 
years in Henley. Educating the future is something I take great pride in and truly love. Being part 
of any child's 'eureka' moment is a unique feeling that I chase on a daily basis; I know with your 
children's keen attitude to learning, we will have many of them. In addition to school life, I am a 
keen sportsman who enjoys playing football, hockey and cricket. Sportsmanship is a keen ethos I 
try to embed in my classroom and I can guarantee, I will try to include active learning around the 
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school. I also enjoy spending my time in up in the mountains snowboarding as I am also a qualified instructor. From 
my recent trip into your school, I could see how much everyone loves it, and I am extremely excited to be part of 
such a wonderful environment and community. I am very much looking forward to working with you all.   
 
Miss Alice Buxton 
I am delighted to be joining Phil & Jim in September. I love art and reading, one of my favourite 
children´s books is 'I want my hat back'. I also enjoy leading an active lifestyle and have walked part 
of the Inca trail to Machu Picchu and have recently taken up rock climbing. I have been teaching for 
ten years, including working in London, Madrid and Sri Lanka. However, I grew up in Oxfordshire and 
so I am extremely excited about returning home. I look forward to meeting you and your children 
soon.  
 
Classes for September  
We are currently in the process of organising the children into classes for September and as you can imagine, it is a 
challenging task.  Each child has been asked to select three children they would like to be in a class with in 
September and we aim to ensure at least one of those children will be with your child.  When organising classes, as 
well as taking your child’s friendships into account, we also look at a range of factors including a balance of different 
pupil groups across each class.  We always aim to ensure the classes are organised as carefully as possible so all the 
children thrive.  
 
Our official move up day will be Friday 5 July when your child will spend the day with their new teacher and class 
mates.  Your child will be told their new teacher on the morning of 5 July and you will also be emailed the name of 
child’s teacher as soon as possible on the 5 July but definitely before your new teacher coffee morning.  When your 
child comes into school on Friday 5 July, please send them to their current class so they can be registered first 
before moving up to their new class.  
 
Move up Day Coffee Morning for parents and their child’s new teacher 
Following feedback from parents that they were keen to meet their child’s new teacher sooner rather than later, we 
are trialling an informal coffee morning with your child’s new teacher during transition day on Friday 5 July. Coffee 
morning will take place in the school hall so if you are able to join us, please sign in at reception.  If you cannot make 
this date, please remember we will be holding year group curriculum meetings early in September when you will 
have a chance to meet your child’s teacher.  
 
5 July coffee morning times: 

 10.15am - 11.00am Year 5 and Year 6 

 1.15pm - 2.00pm Year 3 and Year 4 

 2.15pm - 3.00pm Year 1 and Year 2 
 
 
Thank you from Year 5 children 
On Monday, we received an exciting delivery -a box of 30 enticing books for 
the book corners in both Year 5 classes. We couldn’t wait to spend time 
pouring over them, learning new facts and entering new worlds. 
“Everyone really wanted to read them because they were new and it might 
have a new adventure in them. Everyone likes an adventure story.” Mary 5F 
“They were all interesting and fun.” Leo 5F 
“They looked like they were really good books and I’m excited to read them.” 
Martina 5F 
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We want to say a special thank you to Meghan (Camden’s mum) and Edward (Phoebe’s dad) – our Year 5 parent 
representatives – for organising and running the cake sale that raised the money for these books. Furthermore, 
thank you to the members of our school community who visited and supported the Year 5 cake sale.  
These books will be going up with the Year 5 children to their new Year 6 classrooms so that the children can get the 
full benefit from them. 
Miss Freedman and Mr Miles 
 

Science evening 
If you were at the science evening last night, I am 
sure you join me in thanking Miss Banfield and Mrs 
Rhymes for their hard work in organising the event 
and to all the staff and the pupil science team who 
helped run the evening.   
I particularly enjoyed the sheer variety of 
experiences and learning on offer, from the science 
around how aircraft take off and turn, to how to 
extract DNA, to how ibuprofen works to stop pain.   

 
Sports Day 
We are excited about our annual sports day which will be taking place on Thursday 27th June. During the 
morning children will be taking part in a non-competitive carousel of activities working with their 
classmates.  
The competitive element will take place during the afternoon session and will begin at 1.00pm. Parents 
and carers are welcome to attend the afternoon session.  If you are attending, please come in to the school 
via the gates, which will be open from 12:50pm.  Please sit on the rows of benches next to the wooden 
fence on the grassed area. We ask that any siblings brought to support the event stay with you in the 
supporters' area throughout.  
At the end of the afternoon, teachers will take the children back to their classrooms where you can collect 
your child as normal.  Please do not take your child from the grassed area as staff need to ensure the 
children are collected by the correct adult.  
Where possible, please send your child into school in the colour t-shirt for their house. These are as 
follows: 
Foxes - red 
Badgers - green 
Herons - yellow 
Kingfishers - blue 
Please also ensure that your child wears trainers as well as bring a full water bottle, a hat and sun cream.  
We look forward to seeing you then for an enjoyable celebration of sport. 
 
Year 6 Dragons Den 
Year 6 will be selling their Dragons’ Den products in their classrooms on Wednesday 26th June. Year 6 
parents are welcome from 2.30-3.00. If we have any products left, the rest of the school are welcome to 
come and purchase products from the end of the day to 3.20pm. 
Year 6 
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Weekly Celebration assembly 

 
Over and above our conduct expectations, we also award house points to children for showing kindness, 
care and effort. 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Bronze certificate for being awarded 
a fantastic 25 house points. 5F: Daniel 5M: Noah 4CM: Shu 4M: Raffy 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Silver certificate for being awarded a 
fantastic 50 house points. 4CM: Mela, Anastasia 3L: Andre, Alan 1H: Yasha 1C: Melody 
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Gold certificate for being awarded a 
fantastic 100 house points. 6CY: Akul, 5F: Milo 4M: Tomek, Charlotte, Anaiya, Theo, Mary, Laszlo, Harry, 
Henry 3S: Yooahn, Joe 2BH: Humphrey, Evie, Elijah, Emma 2RG: Jacob, Csenge, Orya, Alice, Matias, J 1C: 
Vivian, Isabel  
 
Congratulations to the following children who were presented with a Platinum certificate for being 
awarded a fantastic 200 house points. 2RG: James 2BH: Sasika 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 
Mini-Media Creative Workshops after school Tuesday at Phil & Jim 
Booking now for September  
3.05-4.15pm. Art & creative crafts, skills and projects age 6-11 years, £7.50 per session. 
Please email our administrator before the end of term to secure places. 
Email us: info@mini-mediacreatives.com 
See our web site for details of the kind of projects we make: www.mini-mediacreatives.com 
 
 

Summer Term dates for your diary 

Summer Fete Saturday 22nd June 12-3pm 

South African Partnership Teacher Visit Monday 24 – Friday 28 June 

Girls Cricket Year 5 and 6  Wednesday 26 June  

Sports Day  Thursday 27 June 1pm 

Transition Day/Coffee Day  Friday 5 July  

mailto:info@mini-mediacreatives.com
http://www.mini-mediacreatives.com/
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Science and Health Day at Cherwell Year 6 Wednesday 10 July 

Mixed Cricket Year 5 and 6  Thursday 11 July  

Year 6 End Of Year Performance – time tbc Thursday 18 July  

Leavers Assembly for Year 6 Tuesday 23 July  

Year 6 BBQ – time tbc Tuesday 23 July  

End of Summer Term  Wednesday 24 July 2019 1.30pm finish  

 
 
 

  Autumn Term 2019: dates for your diary 

INSET school closed for children Monday 2 September  

INSET school closed for children   Tuesday 3 September 

Start of term for Year 1 – Year 6  Wednesday 4 September  

Start of term for Early Years  Monday 9, 16, 23 September 
(Staggered start dates)  

 
 

Community news 

Please find information that might be of interest to members of the school community.  
 

The Festival of Archaeology activity taking place at The Oxfordshire Museum on 20/21st July being 
organised by Cherwell Archaeology 
 https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/events/archaeology-oxfordshire-museum-woodstock-
1553094463 
  
Wicked Wednesdays - Summer Programme of Family Activities for children aged 7+ at the 
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock 
  
Wednesday 31 July     
Ivar the Boneless and friends 
Join our amazing interactive story session. Discover Ivar the Boneless and his Viking buddies as they 
rampage across England fighting dragons, tricking kings and riddling their way out of all sorts of trouble. 
Discover what it's like to be a Viking in these stories about Viking Age England. 
Set workshops 11am – 12noon and 2pm – 3pm 
Free 
Family activity for children aged 7+ 
Tickets from Museum reception 
  
Wednesday 7 August 
Iron Age Mystery and Magic 
Help animate our story about the Didcot Mirror; make clay characters and bring them to life with stop 
motion software.  The end result will be a short film for everyone to enjoy. 
Drop-in 11am – 3.30pm every 30 minutes on the hour and half hour. 
Family activity for children aged 7+ 
£2 per child or £5 per family up to 3 children 
Tickets from Museum reception 
  

https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/events/archaeology-oxfordshire-museum-woodstock-1553094463
https://festival.archaeologyuk.org/events/archaeology-oxfordshire-museum-woodstock-1553094463
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Wednesday 14 August 
Teeth Detectives 
Get hands on with animal and human teeth, jaws and skulls. Discover the science of teeth and make your 
own cast of human teeth to take home. 
Workshops 11am – 12.15pm   1pm – 2.15pm – 4.15pm 
Family activity for children aged 7+ 
£2 per child £5 per family up to 3 children 3pm 
Tickets from Museum reception 
  
Wednesday 21 August 
Experiment 
Have you wondered how things used to work? Try writing in hieroglyphics, spinning wool, making a sun 
compass and other simple experiments. 
Drop-in 11am – 3.30pm 
Family activity for children aged 7+ 
£2 per child £5 per family up to 3 children 
Tickets from Museum reception 
  
  
Wednesday 28 August 
Poo from the Past 
Experience excavation, recording and analyzing the contents of fake poos (coprolites) from the past. 
Workshops 11am – 12 noon   2pm - 3pm 
Family activity for children aged 7+ 
£2 per child £5 per family up to 3 children 
Tickets from Museum reception 
  
  
 


