
 

 

Year Autumn Autumn Spring Summer 

2 

Topic: China 
Topic: Christmas Topic: Science/Geography Animals 

and Habitats 
Topic: Storytelling through Art 

Wow Day: The Magic Paintbrush 
retold by KS1 teachers. 
Watercolouring Extravaganza 
Paint to benefit your community 
Classroom Carousel Activities 
- Rhymes= Chinese fans 
- Lanterns 
-Terracota Warriors 
-Stories on plates 
 
English: The Magic Paintbrush, 
retelling and wiring their own 
version of the story. 
Letter-writing- Letters to selves for 
end-of-year time capsule. 
Researching China: Information 
texts, fact writing, recounts. 
Maths: Place Value, Addition and 
Subtraction 
 
Science: Describe the importance 
for humans of exercise, eating the 
right amounts of different types of 
food and hygiene 
 
Computing: Organise, store, 
retrieve & manipulate data 

Wow Day: Year two Christmas 
party 
 
English: The Lizits- book focus- list-
making of foods, party planning 
good deeds, wishes for Christmas.  
Character description. 
Focus on spellings and building 
stamina for writing.  
Party invitations. 
 
 
 
Maths: multiplication and division, 
2D and 3D shapes, Measures and 
Money 
 
Science: Identify and compare uses 

of different materials  Find out 
how solid objects can be changed 
by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching 
 
Computing: Making Christmas 
Cards. Inserting images, changing 
font, colours and altering layout. 
 

Wow Day: Visit by Animals?  
 
English: Non-chronological reports 
Instructions: How to look after 
animals. (link to Science topic- 
Animals) 
Information texts, fact writing, 
explanation texts.  
Write ideas/script for documentary. 
Poetry: animal themed.  
 
Maths: Statistics, Geometry and 
measurement, Fractions 
 
Science: Animals in their habitats.  
 
Computing: Documentary filming: 
Animal’s in their habitat. 
 
Humanities:  
Name and locate world’s continents 
and oceans. 
Research the habitats of different 
animals all over the world and 
understand how location and climate 
affects what a habitat is like and 

Wow Day: Art Day- 
Artist/Illustrator visit, carousel of 
art activities. Dress like an artist.  
 
English: Camille and the 
Sunflowers, (Link to Science/plants) 
Katie and the Starry Night… Tell me 
a story. 
Setting descriptions 
 
Maths: Statistics, Fractions, 
Multiplication and Division, 
Addition and Subtraction using 
mental calculation strategies. 
 
Science: Growing plants (water, 

light, temperature) Observing 
how seeds and bulbs grow 
 
Computing: Algorithms, 
programming and internet safety. 
 
Humanities:  
Local Key Events: May 
Day/morning 
Finding locations from art. 
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Creating a page for a class book- 
re-telling of Cloudy with a Chance 
of Meatballs.  
 
Humanities: Finding China on 
World Maps. Using aerial images 
to explore areas of interest in 
China including the Great Wall of 
China. Create maps and diagrams 
of the areas.  
Exploring location in the world incl. 
continents and oceans  
 
Art/DT: China- clay and paint 
Traditional Chinese painting- brush 

and ink/scrolls 
The Art of Chinese writing Shui-mo 

and Gonbi   
Why/how things are made in China 
and how they are transported. 
Planning and designing small scale 
and large scale model of the wall. 
(Lego, clay, stones) Exploring 
different materials) 

Where did this come from? What 
journey did it take? Looking at 
things Made in China. Why and 

how they were made. 
 

Music: Listening to and discussing 
Chinese music. 
Make our own versions of Chinese 
music.  
Make instruments and sounds 
using recycling and bodies. 
Learning how programmatic 
musical pieces contain poetic titles 

Humanities: Changes in living 
memory (linked to aspects of 
national life where appropriate) 
Christmas and how 
celebrations/traditions have 
developed and changed over time. 
Conducting interviews.  
 
Art/DT: Traditional Christmas 
decorations and how packaging 
and advertising is made to appeal. 
Design the ultimate Christmas 
toy/gift w packaging. 
 
Music: recorders and singing for 
Christmas performance. 
 
PSHE: Friendships, feelings and 
working well within a community. 
 
 
 
RE: Christmas 
 
Celebration: Church performance/ 
recorders?  

understand why we don’t have polar 
bears in Oxford.  
 
Look at local key person from the 
past. or key person (Jane Goodall- 
studying primates in their 
location/habitat) 
 
Art/DT: Creating dioramas of animals 
in their habitats using recycled 
materials.  
 
Music: Collective Singing 
 
PSHE: Friendships, feelings and 
working well within a community 
 
RE:  
Is it important to celebrate the New 
Year? 
How should the Church celebrate 
Easter? 
 
 
Celebration: Sharing of animals in 
their habitat learning.  

Study of the immediate 
environment- creating plans and 
maps.  
 
Art/DT: Learning about several 
artists and practicing a range of 
techniques and exploring a variety 
of media.  
 
Music: Playing instruments 
together.  
 
PSHE: Keeping Safe. Looking after 
ourselves and each other.  
 
RE: Can Stories Change People? 
Who should you follow? 
 
 
Trip: Modern Art Museum or 
Ashmolean to look at art and tell 
stories 
 
Celebration: Art Gallery, 
storytelling  



that help to conjure up particular 
images. Music can function as a 
narration or ‘sound-painting’ of 
stories that the composer has in 
mind.  
 
 
PSHE: Self care- Health and 
Hygiene, recognising skills and 
talents, sharing and developing our 
skills. 
RE: How should you spend the 
Weekend? Family Celebrations. Do 
religious symbols mean the same 
to everyone? 
 
 
Trip: Chinese Restaurant? 
 
Celebration: Interactive display: 
The History of the Great Wall of 
China, re-telling of The Magic 
Paintbrush, Tai Chi display, musical 
performance 

 


