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Wednesday 24 July 2019 
 
 
Dear parents and pupils, 
 
Governors and I are delighted with progress we have made this year.  Academically we have focused on 
raising attainment and progress in writing; ensuring progress for all pupils from their starting points and 
developing our pupils’ resilience to learning.  These key areas have been at the heart of our improvement 
plan for the year and have required a great deal of hard work from all our staff.  That hard work has paid 
off and we are very pleased with our end of year data building on our last year’s success in Year 6, with 
89% of our pupils achieving at least expected standard in Reading and SPAG; 87% in mathematics and 78% 
in writing, all significantly above national expectations.  We have also seen improvements throughout the 
school, with more children working at age related expectations than the previous year.  We are 
understandably pleased that the children are not only enjoying wider school life, but are successful in their 
learning.  Support staff, teaching assistants and teachers have worked very hard for the children 
throughout the year and I am thankful for their dedication and care. 
 
We are equally proud of the broad curriculum we offer and we hope you enjoy the attached curriculum 
and sports newsletters, which give a flavour of what it has been like to be a pupil at Phil & Jim this year. 
We know how important it is to develop the whole child and we are fully committed to ensuring that we 
support learning across all subjects.  We were delighted to have been awarded the Silver School Games 
Mark and Ben Sadler is committed to developing our sporting offer next year so we can build on that 
success.  We will continue to teach the children to play a musical instrument, to offer Mandarin to pupils in 
Year 3 and Year 4, to provide an outdoor learning programme to pupils in year 1 and Year 2 and to enrich 
the curriculum with visits, visitors and events. 
 
Like any good school, we know that we still have work to do in some areas and that work will continue 
during the next academic year.  We recognise that we need to further improve standards in writing and 
early reading and we will be building on the work completed thus far.  We will also continue to develop our 
curriculum to ensure it offers all our pupils the skills and knowledge needed to be successful learners.   
 
I would like to thank our ever supportive PTA committee, including our co-chairs Becs Ekins and Carrie 
Heyward.  We don’t say it enough, but we are incredibly thankful for the support we are given by parents, 
families and friends of the school, who work quietly alongside to help us provide the best possible 
experiences for our children.  Our wonderful new school library, resources in EYFS and Year 1, and our 
participation in many enrichment and social events would not have been successful without your 
continued support.  
 
The Summer Term has been packed with end of term celebrations, curriculum and community events 
which we hope you have enjoyed.  To all who are leaving our community, we wish you well, and wherever 
you are in the world, we hope you take fond memories of Phil & Jim with you.  I would like to wish our Year 
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6 pupils the very best for next year; they are more than ready for secondary school and we look forward to 
hearing about their successes in the future.  They have been a significant part of our school community and 
their exuberance and individuality will be greatly missed.  We have also celebrated the staff who are 
leaving Phil & Jim this year; we wish them the very best as they move to different schools, travel and 
continue with their own education.      
 
I hope you will join governors and me in thanking the teachers and support staff for a great year.  I wish 
you a restful and enjoyable summer break and we look forward to welcoming the children back to school 
in September, refreshed, relaxed and excited for another enjoyable year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 

 September 2019 dates for your diary 

INSET day- school closed for pupils Monday 2 September  

INSET day- school closed for pupils Tuesday 3 September  
 

Blueblood Sports- PE kit sample Tuesday 3 September function room- 
please come in via the school gate 
 

Start of term for Year 1 - Year 6 Wednesday 4 September 8.40am 

Start of term for EYFS Monday 9 September 
Monday 16 September 
Monday 23 September (Staggered start 
dates) 

Half term week Monday 28 October – Friday 1 November 

INSET day- school closed for pupils  Monday 4 November   

End of Autumn Term  Thursday 19 December  1.30pm 

 


