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This term at Forest School the Year 2s have spent a lot of time building, taking apart and re-building dens. We 

have spent time thinking about the ways in which our actions affect the nature and trying to play and use the 

natural environment in a way that helps to look after the nature too.  

 

The children have also spent a lot of time learning to master the skill of square lashing. It has required a lot of 

concentration, resilience and teamwork but all the children were so pleased with their efforts when at the end of 

the block they got to take home their stick frames.  
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Year 6 
         

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have been  

exploring different types of 

tea and investigating super 

leaves. 

This term we have been  

researching Chinese lanterns, 

practising origami and  

Year 5 



 

Year 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have been learning about the 

history and discovery of the Terracotta  

Army and we made our own Terracotta 

Warriors 

This term we have been  

designing and making our 

own dragons. 

Year 3 



 

Year 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This term we have been using objects to help 

us add and subtract in Maths, exploring a 

story about a girl from China and writing with 

the Year 6 children. 

This term we have been counting with 

cubes, exploring place value, counting 

on number lines and creating outdoor 

art inspired by Andy Goldsworthy. 

Year 1 



 

EYFS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
This term we have been exploring the story 

of the Little Red Hen, creating faces and 

learning about similarities and differences 

between people. 
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This term, as part of our ‘Puzzles 

and Games’ topic we created our 

own games and then shared these 

with our parents in a Games Café. 

We also went on our Residential to 

Beam House  in Devon—it was 

great fun! 

We have really enjoyed our Viking topic this term. 

The stories of Loki, Thor, Odin (and the other gods 

and goddesses) will stay with us for the rest of our 

lives. We have taken on the roles of historians, 

geographers, designers, scientists, mathemati-

cians, authors, bakers and illustrators this term. 

We particularly enjoyed the visit we had from an 

art historian and the discovery of a Teacher Pleas-

er machine, that arrived mysteriously in our class-

rooms one morning. 

This term in 5M we have been exploring the topic of the Vikings. We 
have made Viking shields and clay model Viking inspired gods in art. 
We explored the science behind Viking longships and made our own, 
which we exposed to the elements to test how durable different ma-
terials were. In literacy we used Norse mythology to inspire us to 
write our own narratives about Viking gods. Elsewhere, we created 
our own dances on a James Bond theme and took on the squashed 
tomato challenge during our growth mindset event.  



Year 4 
 
 

 
Year 3 

 

Year 4 have had a very exciting term with preparing for, and performing this week, their production of Glint of Gold. It 
was an Ancient Egyptian themed play set in the tombs where Howard Carter discovered Tutankhamun's mummy in 
1922. The children did a spectacular job of learning their lines and lyrics and performed on stage with confidence and 
expression. 
In the lead up to the production, the children wrote persuasive letters to local experts to ask for advice and they had so 
many generous responses! 
Oxford Brookes Drama Society came in three times to support auditions; Oxford Playhouse came in as well; The New 
Theatre Oxford and Creation Theatre sent good luck messages and TAFF (Oxford University Props Department) came in 
to help make props and tell us about how to use them on stage.  
Overall, it was a fantastic experience for all and the teachers were very impressed by the teamwork the children showed 

when encouraging and supporting each other both on and off stage.  

Year 3 have been busy experiencing many 
different aspects of the Stone Age – Iron Age. 
From discovering and exploring artefacts in 
our own playground; to spending the whole 
day as hunter-gatherers at Hill End: we’ve 
done it all. 

“My favourite part of the topic was building 
our own Iron Age roundhouse,” Timmy said. 

“I loved making the Stone Age jewellery out 
of clay,” said Livvy. 

“I will always remember the trip to Hill End,” 

Ollie exclaimed. 



Year 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 1 

Year 2 were very excited to receive a visit from the Oxfordshire fire bri-

gade. They told us about what jobs they have to do and how we can keep 

ourselves safe by making sure we have a working smoke detector.  

We were proud to share the habitats that we made with our parents. We 

worked so well in our groups that it was difficult to decide who would get 

to keep the model habitat so some of us have agreed to take it in turns to 

look after them at home!   

On Wednesday 3rd April we had a special visit from the 

fire and rescue service. They told us about all of the 

different jobs they did. Did you know, they don’t just 

save people from fire, they can rescue people from 

water too! They showed us the big machines that 

looked like monster arms, they help get people out of 

cars. They even dressed one of our teachers up in fire 

fighter clothes! She said it was very hot and the helmet 

was very heavy. We were also very lucky because we 

had a look inside a fire engine and even got to go in-

side!  



EYFS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Once again EYFS have been very busy this term. We began with the story of The Enormous Turnip. The 

children then helped create two new role play areas adding signs, pictures and labels for the new Green-

grocer’s Shop in EYC and The Farmer’s Garden in EYP – they enjoyed writing shopping lists and charging 

huge prices for the real vegetables they were selling.    

We have also been planting seeds, watching and watering our beans and a few have begun to sprout. 

Amongst other things, we have discovered what our favourite vegetables are and have created some 

beautiful observational drawings of fruit and vegetables!   

 And finally we have been learning to care and share for each other. We have learnt that we do not need 

to save the world but can all make a difference by doing small acts of kindness. We learnt that we can full 

up our friend’s bucket of love by doing small deeds such as, “Give a high five, hug a friend, or just by giv-

ing a smile. 



Summer Term 



 

Forest School 



 

CX Week 

During CX Week, the children in Key Stage Two had the opportunity to take part in either: 
Sport, Film, Mindfulness, Harry Potter, Alice in Wonderland, Roald Dahl or Board Games. 

During CX Week, the children in Key Stage One had the opportunity to take part in a range of 
different activities linked to nature. 



 

Science Evening 



 

Connecting Classrooms  

Project 

Mrs Matutu, a teacher from our partnership school in South Africa, came to visit us for a week. She 
spent time in every classroom and shared with us her work on our Zero Waste project. 



 

     Year 6 

This term, the Year 6 children have learnt about being an entrepreneur through our Dragons’ Den project. 
They designed a wide range of different products and then, using only £5, they purchased materials and 
made them. They then wrote pitches, which were presented to the ‘Dragons’ and the project culminated in 
the children selling their products. It was great fun! 

“We enjoyed making all of our products and presenting to the Dragons. We also loved selling our products to 
our parents.” Sharday—6B 

“Dragons’ Den was really fun and we got to design and make our own products.” Henry H—6B 

“I really enjoyed making the products. I made slime—it was nice.” Malin—6CY 

 



 

In 5F, we have very much enjoyed learning about space this half term. Our trip was a real highlight in addition 
to our constellation viewfinder writing hook. We have enjoyed creating musical pieces and performing body 
percussion creations to our parents last Friday. In English, we enjoyed orally rehearsing our plans through 
make-shift television screens with a range of fun props.   

     Year 5 

This term in 5M our topics have been the Ancient Greeks and Earth and Space. We have created our own Greek clay jar 
designs, depicted famous Greek architecture in numerous artistic styles and learned about the structures and cultural 
aspects of Ancient Greece. In earth and space we have learned about our planet, the moon and how both relate to our 
solar system. We have created models representing the solar system, launched our own Eggnauts attempting to harness 
the power of air resistance and visited the Oxford a Museum of the History of Science.  



 

     Year 4 

Year 4 have been learning all about Plastic Pollution and the implications of this global issue. They have  
researched facts about how different marine animals are affected, have looked at which countries are the larg-
est plastic polluters and have made recycled marine animals out of donated cardboard and plastic, inspired by 
the artist Rodney 'Rodrigo' McCoubrey.  
 
However, one highlight of this topic so far has been our sewing day. The children learnt different stitches and 
how to sew a button on as well as attach ribbons securely. They then used these skills to design and make  
marine sea creatures. They look stunning! 
 
We will be thinking about how we can reduce our single-use plastic as a school as this is something we are all 
passionate about, plus the government have challenged schools to go single-use plastic free by 2022. 



 

     Year 3 

On 10th July children in Y3 enjoyed a fantastic workshop delivered by James Trapp, an expert on all 

things Chinese! James brought along a selection of Chinese objects including a silk scroll, some 

porcelain dishes, metal ware, decorated glassware and a (blunt) sword used for martial arts routines. 

Children were able to handle the items and were invited to guess their origins and purposes, using 

their existing knowledge of China. They were able to talk about the items and find out so much more 

about Chinese culture and history thanks to James.  

 

“I learnt that silk comes from caterpillar thread. It was great!” Romola, 3L 

“It was a phenomenal visit! I learnt a lot and I really enjoyed handling the objects” Thomas, 3L 

“I didn’t know that when you were the empress you couldn’t leave the house” Joanna, 3L 



 

     Year 2 

We have been learning about Lord Nuffield in Oxford and how he went from mending bicycles in his back garden 
to running a company that was the largest car manufacturer in Europe. In D.T, we looked at how to make moving 
wheels on a model car of our own design. This has linked in well to our Journey theme as we think about the 
wonderful city we live in as well as the lovely places we may visit in the summer holiday.   



 

     Year 1 

We’ve had a wonderful time this half term learning about Pirates! We found a treasure map and had to follow clues to find the 

treasure. It was buried in our garden. Yum, chocolate coins! 

We turned our reading shed into a shop. We used numicon and real coins to buy and sell things at our shop. We even made 

receipts!  



 

     EYFS 

In Early Years we have been busy thinking about mini beasts and caring for the Earth. 

We started our term by reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar. We enjoyed writing lists of the foods the caterpillar ate before 

he turned into a beautiful butterfly.  We made butterflies out of clay during Art and even painted symmetrical butterflies 

using watercolours.  

We went on mini beast hunts, talked about what makes a good habitat and even looked after a slow worm for a few days. 

We also read ‘What the Ladybird Heard’. The children were  very involved, drawing maps of the farmyard – working out 

directions using the bee bots and making mini beast telephones to talk to their friends.  

The children enjoyed retelling the story so much, they decided to make minibeast gardens that they could base their own 

stories on.

We had a great day out at the Harcourt Arboretum. The weather was perfect and the children enjoyed learning about types of 

trees, seeing the beautiful peacocks, making summer crowns from natural items found on the ground and finding, catching 

and identifying minibeasts in the summer meadow. 

Many of the children expressed an interest in caring for the environment so we began to think of ways in which we could look 

after the planet and Reduce, Reuse and Recycle. 

The children were focused on taking part in activities  and discussions about our impact on Earth. 

We also read the Lorax and thought of ways we could help look after the environment. 


