
     

Minutes of the meeting of the Curriculum Committee on 7th May at 1.30pm 

Present: Juliette Ash (chair), Sarah Awuye (head), Zoe Banfield (assistant head), Jo Reeder 

(assistant head), Elizabeth Baigent (governor), Katharine Wilson (clerk and governor). 

1  Declarations of interest.   None. 

2  Apologies and minutes 

Apologies were received from E C-B and EJ.  The minutes of the previous meeting were 

approved and uploaded to the website. 

3  Matters arising not on the agenda.  None. 

4  SDIP for Curricom: 

Safeguarding 

One referral has been made to MASH. 

Are repeat referrals currently being made? 

No – governors would be informed if so. 

Data April 

See tables pages 6-8 of the SDIP May update.  Overall progress made since December, with 

home-grown and other key groups monitored to check for consistency.  Improvement in 

phonics: 71% of Yr1 scored 25 or above.   

EB joined the meeting. 

Not all high prior attainers working at greater depth, and this remains an area of focus.  

Lower figures in Year 4 reflect new starters with EAL.  Year 2 is subject to a Raising 

Achievement Plan, focused around the progress data for key children, and with targeted 

support for staff, especially with writing skills, which is working well. 

Reading   



Homegrown group improved for reading; progress up from 76-82 % in April, and EAL has 

also improved. 

Governors congratulated the SLT on giving training to staff on whole class reading skills.  

Meetings on reading for parents have been less well attended last year, perhaps indicating 

that the lessons of last year’s meetings are still fresh.  But it was agreed that reminders of 

parental expectations of reading are helpful, in the newsletter and on the website, and 

there will be further consideration of incentivising schemes for daily reading, the use of the 

reading diaries, writing reviews etc.           ACTION: SLT 

Is telling parents and children to read likely to be counterproductive? 

The committee agreed that comments from parents and children on reading in the 

newsletter might help to stop parents feeling pressured into extra reading.                             

Governors praised the excellent library refit, with LSA Vanessa Velez as librarian, and the 

arrangement of a free inaugural author event.  The sponsored read has provided 

approximately 2k to spend on books.  Classes will have a structured time to use the library 

every fortnight, and children will also be able to read at break and lunch times. 

Impact of writing policy 

SA shared the feedback from a visit from System Leader Nick Cornell, focussed on English 

and topic books, with a learning walk.  Governors welcomed the overall improvement and 

many good examples of writing and evidence of effective teaching.  But there still needs to 

be more consistency in presentation, marking and editing, more opportunities for writing at 

length and instant feedback to help children to improve.  Work in topic books was typically 

weaker than in English books.  Individual feedback is being given to teachers.  

Teaching and learning policy 

No change – the focus will continue to be implementing it consistently. 

Behaviour (and for learning) curriculum 

ZB shared the behaviour report: most incidents relate to boys hurting other children in the 

playground.   

Do these incidences relate to repeat offenders? 

This isn’t currently documented, but staff will consider adding this to the record. 

The SLT explained that children are taught it is OK to fall out, but there are consequences to 

their actions.  The current focus is on providing clear expectations, with teachers, LSAs and 

child playground leaders involved, and going ‘back to basics’ with the behaviour policy.  

There are ongoing discussions with Rob Miles as Head of Pastoral and Wellbeing.   



Governors asked about the imbalance of incidents between different classes in the same 

year group and SLT explained that children are offered the choice of one friend for class 

allocations at the beginning of the year and SA was working with teachers and TA to ensure 

a uniform approach. 

Do parents support the school in behavioural issues? 

Not always, but behaviour does improve when parents support the school.  Staff investigate 

the underlying reasons for poor behaviour, but also make sure that positive messages go 

home too, e.g. the ‘postcards home’ to celebrate individual achievement. 

5  Policies for review: 

PE and sport 

This policy was new last year and there has only been one minor change to allow flexibility 

for timetabling house competitions.  Governors stressed the need for clarity on the school 

calendar, so parents know when their children are involved, and the need to highlight the 

sports page on the website.     ACTION: JR 

Are there opportunities for all to take part in competitions/festivals, and are they 

designated as ‘competitive’ or ‘participatory’? 

There are opportunities for all, but they are not currently demarcated; staff will consider 

whether this would be useful. 

Writing policy 

Governors support the current writing policy, which will continue to be embedded with 

minor tweaks, and welcomed the introduction of a handwriting policy in September, along 

with a marking policy.   

Should children learn to write joined up straightaway? 

This can be a successful strategy, particularly for promoting good spelling. The SLT stressed 

the need to form letters correctly. 

Home school agreement update 

JR shared the updated version, which governors approved with minor modifications, the 

inclusion of the new motto ‘With love we flourish’, and greater emphasis on daily reading 

and a practical approach to Internet safety.  SA explained that there are tight firewalls, 

phones must be turned off in school and she can investigate any concerns about WhatsApp 

groups etc, even if group chat takes place out of school.    



Parents will not be asked to sign the Homeschool agreement or to ask their children to sign 

it in order to reduce bureaucracy, but it will be flagged up in the newsletter and parents will 

be encouraged to talk through it with their children.  ACTION: JR 

6  AOB 

None. 

7  Date of next meeting – 25/6/19 at 1.30.  The meeting finished at 3pm with a tour of the 

library.  


