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Dear Parents and Carers,   

The children have enjoyed this week and have been 

very busy. It was good to catch up with so many of 

 

Our topic Out at Sea has inspired some lovely creativity 

and challenging questions! We have travelled across 

the sea with the delightful book, The Snail and the 

Whale  by Julia Donaldson. We have made mini snails, drawn enourmous whales (18m 

long!), written snail trail messages and made counting octopi to name but a few of our 

challenges!  
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SIDEbySIDE  

Commnity Tile Project 

 

 

Mrs Ponsonby’s class have now made their clay tiles for the whole school tile 

project. They learnt how to ‘wedge’ and roll the clay. They used wooden 

guides to make sure that the tiles were not too thick and even. They used tile 

cutters to cut out their tile and used ceramic stamps to add their initials in the 

corner. They will now be biscuit fired in readiness for painting and glazing. 

There will be a final firing after that to vitrify the tiles.  

Miss Cheang’s class will be making them before long… If any parents would 

like to help, please get in touch with Mrs Ponsonby. 
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EYFS Lunchtimes 

We have been impressed with the way Early Years children have return to school this 

term, with many of them showing increased independence and resilience in both their 

learning and their play. 
Part of the Early Years Foundation Stage curriculum is to support smooth transitions in 

preparation for entering Year 1.  Effective transition takes time and is a process rather 

than an event and we are going to start by developing the relationships between the 

Early Years and Year 1 children.    
From Monday 27 January we will be introducing EYFS children to the main playground 

during lunch time only. It will be a great opportunity for EYFS children to take an 

increasing active part in our whole school community, and to build positive relationships 

with older children.  
The EYFS children will still be supported by EYFS staff while they are playing on the Key 

Stage 1 playground and over the next week we will be transition work with the children 

and offering them and Year 1 buddy to help support them at play. If you have any 

questions or concerns, please see a member of the EYFS team. 

Next Week: 

In Literacy: We will be focussing on segmenting for writing and blending for reading. We 

will be using Talk for Writing to help us to retell . 

In phonics: We continue to revisit all previously taught sounds and introducing j, w, th, z, 

ch and tricky red words  

In handwriting: We are focussing on children being able to write their own names - using 

the correct letter formation, correcting all capital or mirror image writing. We are writing 

on the lines and reminding ourselves which letters are brave and which are not. 

In Maths: Now we are in double figures  we will aim to reach the teens by the end of next 

week. Most children are able to say what is one more, or one less  than a given number 

below ten above ten without recounting 

each time. At home, you could try counting on from different numbers forwards and 

backwards. 
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Other Activities 
There is a sign-

class (2.45pm). It is located outside  where there 

is also be a cooking sign-up sheet too. Cooking will take place on a Friday 

morning and ideally we would like at least 4 parents to help in each 

session. We look forward to parents being involved in this way, as it 

brings a little bit of home into school for the children. 

 
Reminders and requests. 
 

 socks, 
 

 Thank you to parents that have remembered to return their child s full outdoor 
clothes (wellies, full waterproofs). We would like to remind you that each child in 
EYFS needs a full set of outdoor clothing to be able access learning in the outside 
environment whatever the weather. 

 We have noticed that some children are still coming into school with laced up shoes. 
We would request that children wear shoes in school that are easy for them to get 
in and out of independently. They become unsafe once they come undone and 
continue to move around in them. 

 Please remember to send your child into school each day with their reading book 
and reading record. 

 And finally, we would like to emphasis the importance of reading with your child 
each day. 
Here are a few reasons. 
1. Reading is important to develop language skills. 
2. . 
3. Reading together encourages a thirst for knowledge. 
4. A range of books teaches children about different topics. 
5. Reading de  creativity and empathy 
6. Reading together helps to create a bond. 
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Show and Tell  
Friday 17th January 
 
Tell us about a trip to the seaside, a flight overseas, a trip across the sea on a boat, an 
adventure in the sea snorkling or swimming. Maybe they have visited a sealife centre or 

tasted? They can bring in a photograph or draw a picture or bring a souvenir of their trip 
and use it to talk about their experience of the sea! 

Diary dates: 

Friday 14th February  End of Term 3 

Thank you for your continued support, 

The Foundation Stage Team.                                       

 


