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Friday 6th March 2020 
 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
World Book Day 

On Thursday we celebrated World Book Day. 
Pupils and staff dressed up as their favourite book 
character or in pyjamas/onesies. Pupils across the 
school shared their favourite books with each 
other and spent the day taking part in book 
related activities such as creating story jars. For 

more photos and children’s comments, please visit the WBD blog. 
 
Staff News 
We are pleased to share the wonderful news that Miss Jayde Patterson, 
our SEND Lead welcomed a baby boy this week.  They are both well and at 
home. Congratulations to the Patterson family! 
 
Miss Law, TA in Year 5 is leaving Phil & Jim on 27th March. She is moving 
out of the area in preparation to start teaching training course later this 
year. We wish her all the best. 
 
Keeping our children safe  
Please do not drive over the bridge between 8.30am – 9.00am and 2.50pm - 
3.20pm. 
With the exception of a very few parents, no cars should be driven over the 
bridge to drop children off in the morning or pick them up after school.  This week a child was almost hit by a 
car driven by a parent dropping their child off at school.  The area around our school should be safe for 
everyone in our school community, most importantly for our children and we need your help to ensure our 
school is as safe as possible.  
 

Toys and trading cards in school  
We have noticed an increasing number of toys and trading cards appearing in school.  Please can we 
remind you that we ask the children not to bring in objects and toys from home because they can cause 
conflict and upset between the children.  Thank you for your continued support.    
 
Tile Project 
We are inviting parents in for 'Coffee and Tile Making' on Friday 27th March 9-
10.30 am. Please note that you will be 'sponsoring' a tile and will be asked to 
donate £10 to help us raise the last of the money to complete the project and 
meet our target. We will be inviting you back later in the Summer Term to paint 
your tile (date to be confirmed), once it has been biscuit fired. 
Many thanks, Mrs Ponsonby 

Year 1 had an exciting 
visit from the fire 
service. 
 
Year 2 were wearing 
their onesies! 
 
Look at the ‘books in 
jars’ Year 3 made. 
 
Find out about the 
wonderful writing in 
Year 4.  
 
 

CLASS EVENTS 

https://philandjim.org.uk/world-book-day-picture-books-and-pyjamas/
https://philandjim.org.uk/fire-fire/
https://philandjim.org.uk/wonderful-onesies-on-world-book-day/
https://philandjim.org.uk/books-in-jars-in-year-3/
https://philandjim.org.uk/year-4-english-information-texts/
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Morning registration 
Each morning the main school gates are opened by Mr Matthews at 8.40am when your child can go 
around to their classroom.  Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) open their doors at 8.45am which allows 
enough time so if you need to drop your EYFS child off as well, you can walk around.  Mr Matthews role in 
the morning is to ensure the school site is secure by 9.00am, so we know that there are no unauthorised 
adults in school.  In order for him to be able to check the site thoroughly, Mr Matthews closes the main 
school gate at 8.50am and the EYFS gate is closed at 8.55am.  If you arrive at school after this time, please 
take your child around to the main entrance where they will be signed in.  If it is raining heavily, we will 
open the gates 5 minutes earlier to allow for the delays inclement weather can cause.  
 
Morning registration opens at 8.50am and remains open for 15 minutes.  If you arrive at school after the 
gates have closed, your child will not be marked in as late unless they arrive at 9.05am after registration 
has closed.   
 
Coats 
Please can we ask that you send your child into school with a coat or jacket. It is important that children 
are dressed in weather appropriate clothing as it is very changeable at the moment and we do send pupils 
outside for play time unless the weather is extreme. Many of our younger pupils are also currently 
enjoying playing in the puddles around the school site, so please send in wellies and a pair of dry shoes to 
change into for inside.  
 

 
Sports News 

 
We have had a busy fortnight of tournaments. 
We started off with The National League Trust Under 11s Cup tournament on Tuesday 25th February. 
Some of our Year 6 girls took part in Girls on the Ball at Oxford High School last week.  The girls 
demonstrated wonderful sportsperson ship as usual as they playing their matches.  The girls made it 
through to the semi-finals.  
Our Year 5 and 6 pupils also performed well at the Cross country event on Tuesday. 
 

House points                                                                                                                                                                              
Well done to the following children who have received their BRONZE award for reaching 50 house points:  
Anastasia 5S. 
 
Well done to the following children who have received their SILVER award for reaching 100 house points:  
Laszlo 5s, Kivanc 3M, Phoebe 6F, Anele 1C, Elsie 1C, Peter 1C, Nuoya 1BC, Ella 1BC, Dexter 1BC, George 
1BC, Maria 4A, Troy 4A, Zhara 5B, Nicolas 2B, Florence 2B, Grant 2B, Leo 2B. 
 
Well done to the following children who have received their GOLD award for reaching 200 house points:  
Leo 4A, Isabella 4A. 
 
Well done to the following children who achieved certificates in Karate this week:  
Alice 3SD and Genevieve 3SD. 

https://philandjim.org.uk/under-11s-cup-2020/
https://philandjim.org.uk/cross-country-2/
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PTA NEWS 
Mark your calendars!  The Mother's Day Breakfast is coming soon on Thursday, 26 March.  We will be serving 
breakfast to celebrate the women and mothers in our school community.  Breakfast will be served in the school hall 
from 08:00am until 08:50.    WE NEED Dads/Granddads/male caregivers to volunteer to serve the breakfast.  Please 
contact a member of the PTA or email us at contact@philandjimspta.org 

 
This is our final push to recruit a coordinator for this year's Nearly New Sale.  The NNS is scheduled to happen on 
Sunday 17 May, but WILL NOT HAPPEN unless we have a coordinator for this year.  We have a dedicated team 
(including the previous coordinator) who will help to make it happen.  The Nearly New Sale is a hugely popular event 
for our school and for the wider community.  Last year we raised several thousand pounds for our school and saved 
thousands of items of clothing from landfill.  We would love for you to be a part of it!  Contact us 
at contact@philandjimspta.org 
 
We currently have open roles within the PTA and would love to have you join! Our aim is to support the school and 

to provide a link between the school and families.  Please get in touch if you are interested! 

 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 

 
Spring Term 2020 

Dates for your diary 

GOTB Y3/4 football tournament 
 Invited participants only 

Wednesday 18th March  

PTA Mother’s Day Breakfast  
in school hall from 8.00am 

Thursday 26th March @ 08:00am 

TILE AND COFFEE MORNING 
 In school hall from 9:00 am 

Friday 27TH MARCH @09:00am  

YEAR 4 - Parent Event -  Friday 27th March @ 2:15pm 

YEAR 5 – Parent Event -  Cinematic Presentation Tuesday 31st March @ 2pm 

YEAR 1 – Parent Event Wednesday 1st April @ 2:30pm 

YEAR 2 – Parent Event Wednesday 1st April  

YEAR 3 - Parent Event – Angkor Wat Art Exhibition Wednesday 1st April @ 09:00 

Easter Service @ St Margaret’s Church 
Parents are very welcome but please note space is 
limited; standing room only. 

Thursday 2nd April @ 10.00am 

End of Spring Term  Thursday 2nd April school closes @ 1.30pm 

mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
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INSET  
(school closed to pupils) 

Friday 3rd April 

Summer Term begins Monday 20th April 

Bank Holiday (School closed) Friday 8th May 

EYFS – Parent Event Thursday 14th May @ 09:15am 

YEAR 6 – END OF SATS CELEBRATION Friday 15th May 

YEAR 1 – Parent Event Wednesday 20th May 

YEAR 3 – Parent Event – STONE AGE assembly Thursday 21st May @ 09:00am 

YEAR 2 – Parent Event  Wednesday 8th July 

YEAR 6 – Parent Event - Performance Thursday 16th July 

YEAR 3 – Parent Event – OLYMPIC display Friday 17th July @ 2:30pm 

YEAR 6 – Parent Event – Leavers Assembly Monday 20th July @ 2pm 

YEAR 6 – Parent Event – Leavers BBQ Monday 20th July @ 6pm 

End of Summer Term Tuesday 21st July school closes @ 1.30pm 

 

Community News 
 
The government’s response to COVID-19 (Coronavirus) as of 5/3/20.                                                                   
Government Coronavirus action plan 

On Tuesday, the Coronavirus action plan was launched. This document sets out what the UK as a whole has 
done to tackle the Coronavirus (COVID-19), and what it plans to do next.                                                                    
The action plan can be found here: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan 

Action plan overview 

The action plan sets out a four phased approach in response to the Coronavirus – Contain, Delay, Mitigate, 
and Research. An approach designed by world leading experts. 

As there are already cases in the UK, the current emphasis is on the Contain and Research phases, but 
planning for Delay and Mitigation is already in train. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-action-plan
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As part of the Contain phase, we have been providing advice about educational settings in England, which 
can be found on Public Health England’s website. We also launched a DfE helpline to manage the flow of 
increasing queries, from providers’ parents and young people. 

Personal hygiene is the most important way we can tackle COVID-19, especially washing hands more; and 
the catch it, bin it, kill it strategy for those with coughs and sneezes – also help in delaying the peak of the 
infection. 

The action plan is a framework that outlines the types of options open to government in each of these four 
phases. But this document is only a list of the types of measures we could consider – not those we are 
planning to implement. 

Current advice remains in place: No school should close in response to a suspected (or confirmed) COVID-
19 case unless advised to do so by Public Health England. 

The importance of hygiene 

Yesterday, the Department of Health and Social Care launched a public information campaign that focuses 
on the importance of handwashing. Washing hands for 20 seconds is central to prevent and slow the 
spread of coronavirus (COVID-19). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-information-campaign-focuses-on-handwashing 
Department for Education Coronavirus helpline 

On Monday we launched a new helpline to answer questions about COVID-19 related to education. Staff, 
parents and young people can contact the helpline as follows: 

Phone: 0800 046 8687 
Email: DfE.coronavirushelpline@education.gov.uk 
Opening hours: 8am to 6pm (Monday to Friday) 
Where to find the latest information 

Updates on COVID-19: 

 https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus 

Guidance for educational settings: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19 

Travel advice for those travelling and living overseas: 

 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus 

Latest Department for Education information: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/public-information-campaign-focuses-on-handwashing
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/guidance-to-educational-settings-about-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
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 https://twitter.com/educationgovuk 
 https://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk/ 

 
 
 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/educationgovuk
https://www.facebook.com/educationgovuk/

