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Friday 12th June 2020 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
I wrote to you yesterday to explain the present situation in school which I hope clarified that under the current protective 
measures the government has asked all schools to adopt, our school is currently at capacity.  I appreciate this is not good news 
for those of you who had hoped your child could return to school before the summer break.  With a school age child of my own, 
I understand the anguish and frustration this situation is causing to parents.  Please be assured governors and senior leaders are 
committed to seriously reviewing our provision in light of any updated DfE guidance issued to schools over the coming days.  
Yesterday the DfE issued updated guidance for parents and carers.  This guidance does not directly address reopening of schools 
for children in years 2-5, however you may find some of the information useful.  
 
We also continue to ensure the children we have in school are as safe as possible and I have to say, they have been super.  
Teachers and support staff do know that rules and routines in school are firm but it is good to see the children enjoying school 
whilst trying very hard to do all that is being asked of them at this time including maintaining some social distancing which isn’t 
always easy.  Part of our risk assessment states that all internal doors (with the expectation of safeguarding doors) remain open 
throughout the day.  This ensures good air flow but can cause wind tunnels in some parts of the school.  Please can we ask you 
to send a warm top or coat in with your child because it can get a little chilly even on a warm day.    
 
I would like to thank you for supporting our risk assessment by adhering to the social distancing measures that we have in place 
outside of the children’s entrance points around the school.  Because of the stricter measures in place, we do have a few 
children who are finding it a little more challenging coming into school at the moment so if you could leave your child’s pick-up 
and drop off points as soon as you can, that would help.  
 
Solar panels coming to Phil & Jim 
We are very excited to announce that we will be having solar panels installed on our roof over the summer holidays.  The 
benefits of this to our school, its pupils and the wider community are numerous: 

 We expect to make substantial savings on our electricity costs. 

 Combating climate change by significantly reducing the school’s greenhouse gas emissions, a system such as ours can 
reasonably expect to mitigate several tonnes of greenhouse gas emissions each year. 

 Education and engagement: being able to communicate to the pupils the benefits of sustainability through a working 
example of renewable technology in our own school will provide more direct engagement, particularly in the subjects 
of geography, science, design and technology and IT. 

 We hope that this will also help to inspire the wider community to take action to address climate change. 

One of the topics we are planning for next academic year is around the environment and how our school community can 
contribute to a supporting a healthier environment.  The children will be learning about solar panels, energy, waste, carbon 
footprint, recycling, health of our community. 

Karen May, Business Manager 

Update on closure of a team 
As per our risk assessment, this week we closed one of our teams because a member of that team was displaying symptoms of 
Covid-19.  As we have said from the start, our main aim is to ensure that we do all we can to ensure the safety of all in our 
school community via a robust risk assessment.  As of yet we have not received the test results back but as soon as we do, we 
will update you.   
 
Please be assured following consultation with Public Health England who reviewed our risk assessment in light of this 
unconfirmed case, we have no reason to think that the children across the school have been subjected to additional risk. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers
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Staffing changes  
After teaching at Phil & Jim for the past seven years, Miss Libby Sunderland has made the difficult decision to leave us at the end 
of this academic year.  Miss Sunderland is leaving so she can complete her master degree and although we will be sad to see 
Miss Sunderland go, we understand her desire to continue with her studies.  Miss Rebecca Hack a teaching assistant in our Early 
Years team is also leaving Phil & Jim in July to continue with her studies.  Miss Hack is starting a teacher training course at 
Brooks in September and we wish her the very best of luck with her course.  
 
We are also in the process of planning for September and when have finalised those plans we will let you know who will be 
teaching in which year group and our plans for transition for this year. 
 
We are pleased to let you know that we have recruited the following teachers who will be joining us in September and therefore 
we would like to warmly welcome Miss Emily Bell, Miss Hannah Jackson, Mrs Siobhan Jackson and Mr Tom Waldron to Phil & 
Jim.  

 
Siobhan Mallon 
I am very excited to be joining the team at Phil & Jim and can’t wait to meet you all. I have lived in lots of 
different places in England and moved to Oxford this year. I love to go on long walks (and short runs) in the 
countryside so this is the perfect place to be! I studied English & American Literature at university and reading is 
my favourite pastime. I enjoy photography so you might see me taking photos of all the beautiful sights near to 
Phil & Jim. 
 
 

 
Emily Bell 
I am very excited to be joining Phil & Jim in September. I love learning languages and travelling to new places 
and have been lucky enough to spend time teaching in Germany as well as volunteering in Russia, Brazil and 
Zimbabwe. I enjoy sport, especially running and playing netball and in my spare time I like to bake, read and 
teach myself to play the guitar. I look forward to getting to know you all. 
 

Tom Waldron 
I’m really looking forward to becoming a member of the Phil and Jim team and community in September. The 
summer holidays will be a busy one because I will be moving to Oxford and discovering some more of the city. My 
specialist subject is PE so I hope that I can bring some really fun, new and different games. Two of the things I love 
doing the most when I’m not teaching are cooking (and eating it of course) and playing sport. There is a long list 
of sports that I have been involved in but my biggest achievement is playing lacrosse for the English Universities 
team in tournaments where I got to play against other British, European and University national teams.  

 
Hannah Jackson 
I am very excited to be joining you at Phil & Jim and really look forward to meeting everyone.  When I was at 
school, my favourite subject was science and I went on to study microbiology. I love doing lots of science 
experiments in the classroom and finding out what we can learn from these. During my free time, I enjoy 
playing squash, baking and walking.  
 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 


