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Friday 19th June 2020 
 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
I hope you are all well. It has been lovely to see more children back with us. As you will see from the pictures at 
the end of this newsletter, the children are settling back into school life very well. If you are a parent of a Year 2 
to Year 5 child, Miss Reeder has now sent you information about your child’s two mornings in school. All staff 
are looking forward to welcoming our first groups of Year 2 and Year 3 children into school next week. 
 
Key worker Teams 
Over this past week, we have had a significant increase in requests for key worker places. We planned our key 
worker groups based on the information we received and they are now full.  The order of priority for places in 
schools remains as follows, provision for vulnerable children and children of key workers followed by EYFS, Year 
1 and Year 6 children.  If we have new requests between now and the end of term, it may mean that we will 
need to make some decisions about our current offer for other year groups.  Please could we ask you to refer to 
the key worker information shared by the government when deciding if this information entitles you to 
provision for your child.  We are doing all we can to accommodate the children and would like to minimise any 
disruption to the children already in school.  
 
School re opening risk assessment  
Part of our risk management for our phased reopening is that we do not allow for children to attend for part of 
the day.  We have put this control measure in place to ensure that we reduce footfall as much as possible. You 
can choose to send your child into school for the whole day or not at all.  We have ensured we staff key worker 
groups all day every day, including Fridays when other children leave school at lunchtime.  If your child needs to 
attend on a Friday as a key worker or because they are classed as a vulnerable child, then we expect them to 
attend all day.  These children cannot stay for the morning only so please let us know if you do not need the 
provision for a Friday.  Please could we also remind you to keep to the allotted drop off and pick up time for 
your child’s groups.   
 
There has been much speculation in the press around whether schools will be open during the summer holidays 
and what schools will be like in September. To date, schools have not been given direction from DfE about 
either. As it stands, Phil & Jim will be closed over the summer holidays, however, if that position changes and 
we are able to offer any of our children any provision, we will let you know. 
 
Every indication is that all year groups will be back in school from September as usual (undoubtedly with some 
protective measures in place), however we do need clarification from the DfE about this which we will share 
with you when we can.  
 
Organisation of classes for 2020-2021  
We are fully staffed for September and are in the process of finalising where each teacher will be teaching for 
the new academic year, which we will share with you next week. 
 
We have made the decision that this year we will not be following our usual procedure when organising classes 
for the next academic year, but for the most part, we will be keeping the children together in their current 
classes as they move up to their new year group in September. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
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We have made this decision in order to maintain some stability for the children as they move year groups, 
during what still continues to be an incredibly unsettled period in their lives. Firstly, and most importantly, we 
are acutely aware that all our children have had a disrupted academic year, with some missing a significant 
amount of face to face teaching and interaction with their peers. We also know that transition will not be the 
same this year. The children will not be spending time with their new teacher or classmates. We will be making 
small changes to some classes and will contact the parents to discuss the circumstances, otherwise classes will 
stay the same. 
 
New class transition 
New class transition cannot take place as normal this year because of the measures we have needed to put in 
place for the children who are in school and those who are at home. As we have to maintain the Teams we 
have in school and we cannot mix the children with new teachers, we cannot facilitate transition days as usual. 
Your child’s new teacher will be sending them a video and PowerPoint on Friday 3rd July. 
 
EYFS Team D 
As you know Miss Clark is leaving us today. Team D had a little goodbye party for her this morning. I am sure 
you will all join us in wishing her the very best with her move. Miss Clark is being replaced by Miss Georgia 
Crowther until the end of term.  Miss Crowther works in after school club so does know many of our children. 
 
Message from Business Manager 
You may have seen the Government announcement regarding their funding of free school meals voucher 
scheme over the Summer break. We will be providing the parents or carers of any child who is entitled to free 
school meals with the voucher for the summer holiday. 
If your circumstances have changed in recent months and you think that you are entitled to free school meals, 
please e-mail businessmanager@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk with your full name; date of birth and 
national insurance number and we can do an online check via the local authority. If your change of 
circumstance is very recent the system may not have caught up. If you think this may be the case, please scan 
relevant correspondence supporting your claim and e-mail it to me. Please see further details here: 
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/free-school-meals 
 
Please do remember if you have specific concerns or queries, I am always happy to talk them through with you. 
Please contact me 01865 311064 or via headpa@philandjim.org.uk 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 

Gov.uk and Department for Education (DfE) updates 

Information for parents and carers about the opening of early years providers, schools and colleges, 

safety in schools, attendance, transport, school meals and exams. 

 

mailto:businessmanager@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk
http://schools.oxfordshire.gov.uk/cms/content/free-school-meals
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
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Team D have been learning all about growing 

different plants and vegetables as well as healthy 
eating.  
We have done vegetable still life watercolours, 
made a vegetable patch with plasticine and 
planted our own beanstalks using sandwich 
bags.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Team X's pepper drawings in charcoal which we completed as an art lesson this week. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This week, Group Y have been studying Mrs 
Noah's Pockets by Jackie Morris. Some of 
the Year 3s remembered Jackie's work from 
The Lost Words. On Tuesday, they had the 
chance to chat (virtually) to the illustrator of 
Mrs Noah's Pockets, James Mayhew. He 
told them all about how he pursued his love 
of art and illustration even when people 
told him it 'wasn't a proper job'. He gave 
the children tips about always carrying a 

sketchbook and really looking at what you want to draw rather than imagining it. He also told  
Group Y to continually experiment with different materials and techniques as no art can be wrong, but you may 
prefer certain ways of working. It was a great experience! 
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GROUP Z  
The Children created their 
own Google logo.  
They changed the colour, 
backdrop, drew letters and 
made the letters move and 
bounce! Thank you to Anna 
(left) and Xanthe (right) for 
their examples. 

Mr Ansell 

 
 

 
Team C: AKA The Stormuffins, This week, we have re-written Nicola Davies poem - The Day War Came with a twist - 
The Day Corona Came. We explained what the experience was like for us and expressed our emotions through 
poetry and illustration. We have spent an hour doing PSHE every day. On Wednesday, we planted mystery seeds and 
drew predictions of what it would look like on post-it notes. 
In RE, we explored the creation story from a wide range of religions and turned Genesis 1 into a comic. 
We have enjoyed reading our class book - The Eleventh Trade.  Miss Freedman  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 


