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Welcome to SS Philip and James’ Church of England VA Primary School, Oxford 
 

A Welcome from the Headteacher 

I am pleased to welcome you to SS Philip and James’ Church of England Voluntary Aided Primary school.  
We are a happy, inclusive church school where children develop within a nurturing and caring 
environment. All decisions, relationships and every day experiences are rooted in our shared values and 
vision so that we can develop independent, free thinking learners who have a secure moral and spiritual 
grounding. 

We are ambitious for each other and for all our pupils, and want every adult and child to achieve their full 
potential, to develop an inquisitive approach to challenges they face and to question the world in which 
they live and grow. 

Our school community is at the heart of all our work, with all staff, parents and carers working together to 
support and care for our children and each other. We work hard to ensure that every day is happy, exciting 
and filled with learning. 

Along with the wonderful staff at SS Philip and James’, I would be delighted to welcome you to our school 
so you can find out more about us. Please contact our office team who will be happy to arrange that for 
you. 

 

 

Ms Sarah Awuye 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  

Values and Vision 
 
At Phil and Jim we provide a happy, nurturing and supportive environment underpinned by our core 
values. All members of our school community are valued and respected, so that everyone can have a 
positive attitude about themselves and others.  

Vision 

“I have come that you may have life in all its fullness.” John 10:10 

Our Christian vision is the foundation of our school and allows us to: 

 Respect and love everyone for who they are 

 Celebrate and serve our diverse community 

 Nurture a passion for education so everyone can realise their potential 

  

Values 

Our three core values of love, compassion and community form the basis of our work in school. 

We create an environment where our pupils can show love for each other, our school, our local 
community and global community. 

Because all people have been made in a caring God and all are valued equally, we show compassion for 
each other, those in our community and across the globe. 

In our community we model and develop trusting relationships which enable our pupils to make the right 
choices and keep themselves safe and happy. 

 

With love we flourish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

COMMUNICATION 
School Website 
Our school website is regularly updated. You can find a range of school information there along with key 
policies. It also has a calendar which lists key school events. 
Each year group has a class blog where information and photographs about learning are shared. We also 
have a church events blog and sports events blog. All newsletters are also saved onto the school website. 
 
Newsletter 
Our school newsletter shares the achievements of the pupils as well as sharing important upcoming events 
and diary dates, linking into our school calendar. Different teachers and pupils often write short pieces for 
the newsletter, so the whole school community can share in what each class is doing.  
Newsletters also contain messages from the PTA and a section for community news.  
 
 

ParentMail  
 
At Phil and Jim we use ParentMail as our main written communication with all parents. This enables us to 
send paperless messages and forms, and is a very easy and useful system. 
 
The easiest way to access communications is via the ParentMail app. We encourage ALL parents to 
download the app as there are a number of benefits both to you and for the school. 
 

 You don’t need to login to pick up messages or attachments when you use the app. 

 The app stores all the messages and forms we send you in one place so you don’t have to search. 

 Every message sent arrives as an instant alert on your mobile phone. You can download the app for 
free from either the Apple APP store or the Google Play Store and it will really you to get the best 
experience from the ParentMail system. 

 
Once your child has started at the school and is entered on our systems, you will be sent notification that 
you can register for ParentMail. 
 

 

ParentPay 

 

All payments to the school are completed through our online payment service, ParentPay. 

 
What does ParentPay do? 

 Enables you to pay for School Lunches and other items such as After School Club, Breakfast Club, 
residentials, trips and Swimming.  

 offers a highly secure payment site 

 gives you a history of all the payments you have made 

 allows you to create a single account login across all your children that attend a ParentPay school 

 shows you all items available for payment relevant to each of your children 

 emails a receipt of your payment to the email address you register 

 offers you the ability to set automated email/SMS payment reminders 
 
How does ParentPay help you? 

 gives you the freedom to make payments to school whenever and wherever you like 

 stops you having to write cheques or search for cash to send to school 

https://philandjim.org.uk/calendar/
https://www.parentmail.co.uk/
https://www.parentpay.com/


 

  

 gives you peace of mind that your payment has been made safely and securely 

 helps with budgeting; payments are immediate, there is no waiting for cheques to clear 

 payments for many of the larger trips can be made by instalments up to the due date 

 you will never need miss a payment, or have insufficient credit, with automated email/SMS alerts 

 is quick and easy to use 
 

How does ParentPay help our school? 

 reduces the administrative time spent on banking procedures 

 keeps accurate records of payments made to every service for every student 

 payments do not bounce 

 reduces paper ‘waste’ 

 allows for easy and quick refunds to be made back to the payment card 

 improves communication between the school and parents concerning payments 

 offers a more efficient payment collection process, reducing the amount of money held on school 
premises 

 helps us improve school-home communication with its integrated email/SMS messaging centre 
 

How do I get started? 
We will send you an activation letter containing your activation details to enable you to set up your 
ParentPay account.  
If you have more than one child at a ParentPay school/s you can add them to a single account, providing one 
login for all children at ParentPay schools.  



 

  

School Day 
Journey to and from school 
Children may walk, scoot or cycle to school. We have bike sheds on site for pupils to use. Cars are not 
permitted to come over the bridge on the corner of Aristotle Lane between 8.30 am to 9.15 am and 2.45 
pm to 3.30pm.  
 

Key Times of Day: 
EYFS 
 

 The school gates open at 8.45am. 

 All children should be in school by 8.50am. 

 Lunch 11.45am – 1:00pm 

 The school day finishes at 3.00pm 
 
 
Year 1-6 
 

 The school gates open at 8:40am. Children may be dropped off at their cloakroom doors. 

 All children should be in school by 8:50am. Registration closes at 9:00am 

 Morning break 10:40am – 10:55am 

 Lunch 12 noon – 1.00pm 

 The school day finishes at 3:05pm  
 
Children arriving after the gate closes at 8.50 are required to access the school via the Main Entrance and 
sign in at the School Office. Please note registration closes at 9.00am and any pupil arriving after this time 
will be marked in as late. 

At the beginning of the day, parents and carers are asked to drop their child off at the cloakroom entrance 
for their classroom. 

At the end of the day, parents are asked to collect their child from the courtyard outside their classroom. 

Please inform the school if your child is being collected by a different adult. 

 

When your child arrives at school for their very first day (this does not apply to pupils starting EYFS in 
September): 
You should bring your child to the School Office on their first day at 8.40am. A staff member will take you 
and your child to their classroom and introduce your child to their teacher. When you have said goodbye to 
your child, the staff member will show you out. 
Your child will be given a ‘buddy’, one of their classmates, who will show them where everything is and look 
after them for the first few days until they are comfortable and know their way round school. 
After the first morning, you should drop your child off at their cloakroom door in the mornings, between 
8.40 and 8.50am, and pick them up at the same place at 3.05pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

Uniform 
There is no uniform at Phil & Jim, but we do have a dress code to help pupils and parents decide what is 
appropriate to wear in a learning environment. 

Our Code 

 Children are required to wear comfortable and appropriate clothing. No inappropriate slogans 
please. Tops should be long enough to cover your stomach and bottoms should be 
high enough to cover underwear. All bottoms should be at least in line with your hands when 
standing upright. 

 Sensible shoes. Generally comfortable, flat footwear is advised. No flip flops please. 

 Head-wear is only allowed to be worn indoors if it is for religious or medical reasons. 

 Children are not permitted to wear jewellery. If your child has pierced ears, studs are permitted but 
must be removed for PE. 

 Children should bring a coat for break times, depending on the weather forecast. 

PE kit 

For health and safety reasons, all children at Phil & Jim must change into a separate PE kit for all PE lessons 
regardless of what they wear to school.  We have a compulsory PE kit which consists of white or navy 
shorts and trainers (which can be purchased from any outlet) and our navy school T-shirt, which you can 
purchase online at Blue Blood Sport. Here you will also find a number of optional PE items which you can 
choose to purchase if you wish. There include shorts, skort, mid-layer tops and bottoms. 

You can also purchase a Phil & Jim draw string bag ideal for storing your child’s PE kit. 

Please ensure all items are named and stored in a bag on your child’s peg. PE kits must remain in school 
during the week, but can be taken home at the weekend to launder. 

Book bag 

Children will need a book bag for transporting homework, reading books, correspondence etc. to and from 
school. 

Optional Phil & Jim bags may be purchased from the office for £5.00. 

 

Water bottle 

Children will need a named water bottle to use throughout the school day. They can be refilled at the 
water fountains located in each cloakroom.  

 

 

https://www.bluebloodsports.co.uk/st-philip-and-st-james-school


 

  

Curriculum                                                                                                                          
Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact statement 

Intent                                                                                                                                                                                  
At Phil & Jim, we shape our curriculum around our Christian vision: 

“I have come that you may have life in all its fullness.” John 10:10 

Our Christian vision is the foundation of our school and allows us to: 

 Respect and love everyone for who they are 

 Celebrate and serve our diverse community 

 Nurture a passion for education so everyone can realise their potential 

             and our values: love, compassion and community. 

Our intention is that as pupils move through the school, they enjoy experiences so they can flourish; 
develop behaviours and habits so they gain skills and knowledge to be lifelong learners and develop a 
moral compass so they can recognise their place as a positive member of society. 

Our aim is to provide our children with an engaging, exciting and empowering curriculum that equips them 
for today and tomorrow. 

Implementation                                                                                                                                                               
To realise this our teachers will follow our vision and plan against the following: 

 question, find answers and adapt 

 reflect and be resilient 

 experience, explore and discover 

 share, explain and teach 

 creativity, fun and joy of learning 

Each child will learn, develop and accumulate skills, subject knowledge and an understanding of key 
vocabulary. 

How we design and deliver our curriculum                                                                                                                      
We celebrate and welcome differences within our diverse school community and therefore the way in 
which we deliver our curriculum is unique to the diverse and individual pupils we are fortunate to work 
with. 

In delivery of our curriculum we recognise children’s prior learning, provide first hand learning experiences, 
allow the children to develop relationships, build resilience and become creative, critical thinkers. 

The Phil & Jim Curriculum is based on immersing our pupils in vocabulary and language, allowing them to 
explore lines of enquiry inspired by: 

 a big question or enquiry 

 a text 

 a piece of art, architecture, music 

 a place (local, national or international) 

 a significant event or person in history 

 a current event 



 

  

Pupils are taught the National Curriculum through carefully selected stimulus.  Opportunities and hands on 
activities are planned to allow our pupils to experience and explore the themes within each stimulus in 
detail. The teachers plan to engage our pupils so that pupils drive the direction of their own learning. 

Impact                                                                                                                                                                                        
Our pupils will: 

 be emotionally intelligent and engage in positive relationships with their peers, members of their 
immediate and wider community 

 enjoy learning 

 be able to recognise, manage and engage with their own physical and emotional health and 
wellbeing 

 be able to read to learn and for pleasure 

 master maths fluency and strategy 

 be able to write for an audience and purpose 

 be curious, creative, critical thinkers 

 be motivated, engaged, resilient, independent learners 

National Curriculum                                                                                                                                                                    
Pupils of compulsory school age in community and foundation schools, including special schools, and in 
voluntary aided and voluntary controlled schools, must follow the National Curriculum. It is organised on 
the basis of four key stages and twelve subjects, classified in legal terms as ‘core’ and ‘other foundation’ 
subjects.  

Curriculum Overview                                                                                                                                                               
The curriculum at SS Philip and James’ C of E VA Primary School is centred around topic-based 
learning. Our curriculum develops children’s social and emotional skills and prepares them for life in 21st 
century Britain through teaching them about core values. 

Key elements of how we build our curriculum are: 

 A ‘WOW’ day (e.g. trip, visitor, workshop, activity) to engage all children with each new topic 

 Opportunities for children to have an input into their learning 

 The chance to compose, make, do, build, investigate, explore, collaborate and apply numeracy, 
reading and writing skills across the curriculum 

 Opportunities for the application of skills, knowledge and understanding in real-life contexts 

 The sharing and celebration of achievements (e.g. assembly, play, display, museum) with 
classmates, parents/carers and the wider school community 

Over the course of the year children across the school will also take part in a range of trips linked to their 
curriculum work and benefit from visitors coming into school. In addition, we hold theme days and weeks 
to enrich the curriculum such as World Book Day or Science Week.                                                                              
Each of our classes has its own curriculum overview and topic map, accessible from the respective class 
page: 

EYFS    Y1      Y2     Y3    Y4     Y5     Y6   

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/national-curriculum-2014.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/classes/eyfs/
https://philandjim.org.uk/classes/class-one/
https://philandjim.org.uk/classes/class-two/
https://philandjim.org.uk/classes/class-three/
https://philandjim.org.uk/classes/class-four/
https://philandjim.org.uk/class-five/
https://philandjim.org.uk/year-six/


 

  

POLICIES 
 
You can find all of our key policies on the policies page on our school website. Some policies which you 
may find particularly useful are: 
 

 Admissions 

 Behaviour 

 Charging and Remissions 

 Code of conduct for parents’  

 Collective Worship 

 SEND 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Forms 
 
Once you have gained a place at our school, you will need to complete a Pupil Information Form. A copy of 
this will be emailed to you by our admissions administrator. It will need to be completed and returned 
before your child starts school with us.  
 
 
 
 

https://philandjim.org.uk/information/school-policies/
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Admissions-Policy-2020-21.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/BehaviourPolicy-Sept-2019-2022.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/ChargingandRemissions_january-2020.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Collective-Worship-Policy-2017.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Collective-Worship-Policy-2017.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Special-Educational-Needs-Policy-JAN-2020.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Special-Educational-Needs-Policy-JAN-2020.pdf

