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Friday 10th July 2020 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
I hope that you and your family are keeping safe and well. 
 
I am writing to explain how we are planning to reopen for all children at the start of the new academic year in 
September 2020.  The information that I am sharing with you today, and any to come going forward, is based on our 
risk assessment which we have completed taking into account guidance from the government, unions and the Local 
Authority.   
 
This letter is an initial communication and although we do not anticipate significant changes, it is likely that the 
government will alter guidance in response to national or local updates.  We will share these updates with you as 
soon as possible.  The information I am sharing with you may reflect permanent changes to our school or they may 
be temporary.  At this stage we do not know what the long term impact will be on schools, however, we will respond 
accordingly to ensure we keep all members of our school community as safe as we can, while providing an effective 
education for all the children.    
 
As I shared with you last week, the Department for Education (DfE) have published guidance detailing the actions for 
schools to prepare for a full reopening in September. The expectation is that all children will return to school at that 
time because the government have stated that ‘the circumstances have changed. The prevalence of coronavirus 
(COVID-19) has decreased, our NHS Track and Trace system is up and running, and we are clear about the measures 
that need to be in place to create safer environments within schools’.  The government acknowledge that returning 
to school is ‘vital for children’s education and for their wellbeing’ and our plans are in response to this position.   
 
It is important to bear in mind that we have remained open for children since all schools closed on 20th March, and 
were then joined by the vast majority of children from EYFS, Year 1 and Year 6 from the beginning of June who have 
been learning and spending time with their peers.  Therefore, we feel that we come from a strong position as we 
plan for September. We have systems in place which are effective and will remain, but we also have to consider the 
increased numbers of pupils and staff working together.  Underpinning all the decisions we have made and will 
continue to make, is the safety of the children, their families and our staff and their families.   
 
As you can imagine, behind our risk assessment lie many documents which will be subject to scrutiny by governors in 
the usual ways.  I have made the decision to publish our risk assessment on our website from September so that 
everyone in our school community is aware of how we are working.  Before we publish it, I would like to give you an 
opportunity to read it and so we will be sharing it with parents after our Full Governing Board meeting next week. 
This is an important time for our school and as such it is vital that all members of our community are clear about our 
responses to the DfE guidance, support our control measures and the changes to school life which will be in place for 
the foreseeable future.  
 
With over 400 children and 50 staff working together, the safest and most effective way for us to open for all 
children in September is to ensure all members of our school community follow strict hygiene and social distancing 
expectations so that we are doing all we can to minimise opportunities for transmission.  Alongside this, we also 
must remember that we are a school, and it is important that we can work within the guidance in order for us to 
support the children’s wellbeing and happiness and to deliver our curriculum effectively. 
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Primarily this will mean that we will continue with the strict protocols already in place around infection control, 
through adherence to government procedure around symptomatic individuals, good hand and respiratory hygiene, 
increased cleaning of frequently touched surfaces and social distancing in so far as we can with all pupils and staff 
working in school.   
 
With regard to social distancing, we will be minimising contact between individuals throughout the day, as well as at 
the start and the end of the day.  The most effective way for us to minimise contact whilst ensuring learning and 
some socialising can take place, is to create year group bubbles.  Therefore, from September your child will be in a 
year group bubble. The year group bubble will arrive at school together and leave school together.  The bubble will 
stay together throughout the day, including at lunchtime and break times.  We will have 7 bubbles at Phil & Jim and 
to ensure we minimise contact between them, we will be continuing staggered start and finish times as well as 
staggered lunchtimes and playtimes.   
 
Next week Miss Reeder will be sending you practical information about September relating to your child’s bubble, 
the start and end of the school day, as well as about wraparound care.  In the meantime, we have put together 
responses to questions that you may have at this stage which we hope you will find useful.   
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 

 
 

1. Does my child have to attend school from the start of the Autumn Term? 
Yes. School attendance will be mandatory again from the beginning of the Autumn Term. This means 
from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply and all school age children are expected 
to attend school.  We will resume recording attendance and following up absence in accordance with 
our Attendance Policy.  
 
Pupils who are shielding or self-isolating 
It is expected that the vast majority of pupils will be able to return to school, however we are aware 
that there may be a small number of pupils who will be unable to attend in line with public health 
advice because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive test result themselves; or 
because they are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus.  We know that the shielded patient 
list is being reviewed by the government on 1st August and every indication is that pupils who are on 
that list will also be able to return to school.  If your child is unable to attend school because they are 
complying with clinical or public health advice, their learning will take place through Class Dojo.  
If you would like to discuss specific concerns, please make a telephone appointment with me via 
headpa@philandjim.org.uk to discuss how we can support your child.  
 

 
2. Why can’t my child mix with other year groups? 

We are coming back together for the first time and so while we are also focusing on ensuring the 
children are happy and learning in school, we must also ensure we are all as safe as we can be.  The 
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control measures in our risk assessment are based on infection control by ensuring good respiratory 
and hand hygiene and reducing the risk of transmission by limiting the number of pupils and staff in 
contact with each other.  Keeping bubbles separate is especially important for younger children where 
their ability to maintain distance from each other and staff is more challenging for them. For the older 
children we will be focusing on supporting them to understand the importance of maintaining distance 
and not touching staff or each other.  Keeping the bubbles separate will also make it easier and quicker 
to identify those who need to self-isolate in the event of a positive case or cases. 
 

3. Will you let parents and carers know if you have a confirmed case in school? 
If we have a confirmed case in school, we will inform all in our school community to ensure that any 
parents with a child in different bubbles will have the same information.  There is a possibility that the 
way we are asked to respond to any infection may change so rather than sharing information now, we 
will let parents and carers know at the start of the academic year, so it is current.    
 

4.  At what point will you close my child’s bubble? 
We will always consult with Public Health England around any confirmed cases in school or in our 
community and we will be guided by them as to actions we will need to take. 
 

5. Will learning take place as normal? 
We know that typically at the start of any academic year, children will be working at expected standard, 
beyond expected standard and working towards expected standard based on assessments completed at 
the end of the previous academic year.  What we don’t know is the impact of this period of school 
closure and so we must ensure that we have accurate assessment information, so our planning for the 
rest of the academic year is robust.  When the children return to school in September, we will be 
carrying out systematic assessment to ensure that we have identified any learning needs that may have 
arisen during the period of school closure.   
 
For the first four weeks of school, we will be focusing on finding out where each child is working in 
reading, writing and maths and will be assessing for learning to ensure appropriate provision moving 
forward.  Please note this does not mean that that your child will be sitting tests all day during this time.  
Teaching and learning will take place alongside formative assessment tasks (and some summative 
assessments) but, I have asked teachers to prioritise this time to dedicated and thorough assessment so 
we can ensure that our planning is robust and all children make progress from their relative starting 
points.  
 

6. What will home learning look like if my child is self-isolating and can’t attend school or if we go into 
another lockdown? 
Although school will be fully open in September for all children, we know that there is a likelihood that 
we may have to close a bubble if advised by PHE to do so, or that we may go into another lockdown.  
With that in mind we have reviewed our home learning provision and we have made the decision that 
from September all our home learning will take place through Class Dojo.  We have decided to use Class 
Dojo for the following reasons: 
- It is appropriate for all children in Year 1- Year 6. EYFS parents will continue to use Tapestry.  
- It is child and parent friendly.  Class Dojo can be used on a variety of devices. 
- It allows teachers to set work for the whole class or individuals pupils. Teachers can also attach 

videos and links to support learning.  
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- Children can submit their work in a number of ways; by taking a photograph of it, by typing directly 
using a device or by recording it, therefore it allows for families who don’t have a device per child.  

- Teachers can send messages to the whole class or to individual pupils. 
- We will be able to access Google Hangouts via Class Dojo so teachers can virtually meet with their 

class. We will share guidance around this in September.  
 

In order to ensure that all our pupils are familiar with Class Dojo before they need to use it during a full 
or partial school closure, we have made the decision that from September we will be using Class Dojo as 
part of our provision.  All teachers will use Class Dojo to support our rewards system (which parents will 
be given access to) and we will also be setting all our homework through Class Dojo.  We will send you 
guidance at the start of September about how this will work.   

 
7. How will you ensure my child is safe while using Class Dojo? 

In September, we will be sharing a Safe Use Policy which will detail pupil, staff and parent 
responsibilities while children are using Class Dojo.  We will also share a user guide for parents to 
support you while at home.  
 

8. Will you be providing wraparound care from September? 
We are keen to be able to resume our extended schools provision as quickly as possible and we will 
move toward that as soon as our risk assessment allows. In the meantime, in September, we will be 
resuming some of our wraparound care by providing Breakfast Club (BC) and After School Care (ASC).   
We have made the following decisions about BC and ASC so they support our control measures.  These 
will be in place for the Autumn Term in the first instance and will be subject to review for Spring Term.  
1. BC and ASC will start on Monday 10th September 2020 and run until Friday 18th December 2020. 
2. Parents and carers will be required to pre book and pre pay to secure a place for their child in BC 

and ASC. 
3. We will not be able to offer any emergency sessions.  If your child is not collected at the end of the 

day, we will contact all emergency contacts that you have provided. Following this we will follow 
safeguarding protocol for children who are not collected from school.  

4. BC and ASC will be offered to children in Year 1 – 6 only.  
5. BC will run from 8.00am – start of the school day. 
6. ASC will run from the end of the school day until 5.30pm. 
7. We will not be running any clubs during Autumn Term. 

 
Further information about how to book wraparound care will be shared with parents and carers as soon as 
possible. 
 


