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Friday 17th July 2020 

 
Dear parents and carers, 
 
As we find ourselves at the end of what has been an extraordinary school year, I wanted to personally thank all 
who have worked so hard for our children, parents and staff.  This year, more than any other, has shown to me 
how much can be achieved when a school community works together.  Too many people to mention have 
contributed to care for all in our school during this time of uncertainty and challenge, but I would like to thank 
them all for their support and love.  
 
I would like to formally thank all Phil & Jim staff for their care and commitment to our pupils; I am grateful to 
them for their dedication to the children whilst balancing their own family circumstances.  I would also like to 
acknowledge the many members of staff who have worked in school every day, particularly during the most 
uncertain times over the past months.  Another thanks goes to our Governing Body who have worked with Miss 
Reeder, Ms May and me diligently during this time.  We sometimes forget that governors have an incredibly 
challenging role which they need to complete alongside their day jobs, and although this time has added to 
their usual commitment, their support has been constant throughout.   
 
At school we recognise the key role that all our parents and carers have played during this period of school 
closure.  From the many conversations staff and I have had, we know there have been highs and lows as you 
have navigated home schooling, however, what has been evident, and what I would like to thank you for, is 
working so positively with teachers during this challenging time.    
 
Finally, I would like to send a message to the children who have not been able to attend school because of 
personal reasons, and to the children in Year 2, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 5 who were not included in the 
government’s plan when wider reopening took place in June.     
 
Dear children, 
I know it has been a long time since you have been in school and as your headteacher, I am sad that it hasn’t 
been possible to have you all back in school together during this time; Phil & Jim is not the same without you!   
 
More than anyone in school, you have shown real maturity and flexibility and your teachers are proud of the 
way you have managed during what must have been a difficult time for you.  From reading the emails that you 
or your parents have sent in to school, and from looking at the amazing photos of activities you have been doing 
and the work that you have completed at home, I can see that you have used your time productively.  We have 
loved seeing your work and photographs so thank you for sending them to us. 
 
I am immensely proud of you. I also do believe that during this time, you will have gained valuable skills around 
resilience which you will be able to share with your friends and classmates when we are all back in school in 
September. 
From Ms Awuye  
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In usual circumstances we would be holding a leavers’ assembly to say goodbye to staff and children who are 
leaving Phil & Jim at the end of this term.  We are aware that the teachers leaving Phil & Jim have not been able 
to say goodbye to the children in their classes so they have written a brief message for them below. We would 
also like to say goodbye to the children across the school who are moving to different schools, different parts of 
the country and the world. We would like to wish everyone who is moving on at the end of this term the very 
best.   
  
Message for the children in 3M from Miss Maund 
I have had a wonderful two years at Phil and Jim and have enjoyed getting to know you all. 3M, I have lots of memories that will 
stay with me - your excitement and maturity as you visited the shop for your real-life Maths lesson, your amazing green screen 
documentaries for The Lost Words and Mexico - both were informative and interesting films to watch, the way you created your 
Frida Kahlo portraits so carefully, our trip to the Synagogue and cooking Mexican enchiladas are some of the highlights for me. I 
loved seeing your confidence grow and how you shared stories of your hobbies, interests and passions with us all. You have real 
talents that I expect to see in shining lights in the future! I also taught 4M last year, who will now be going into Year 6, and 
Group Y this term. I have equally great memories with all of you and will treasure those too. Thank you to everyone who has 
made my time at Phil and Jim so special - children, staff and families.  
Miss Maund 
 
Message for the children in 5B from Mr Batty 
Dear 5B 
What a fun yet strange year we have had. Although we were only together for half of it; it was certainly action packed. There 
was never a dull moment; that’s for sure. While our time together was cut short, you should all be extremely proud of yourselves. 
You aimed high and pushed yourself to achieve your goals. It has been wonderful helping you grow up into the individuals of 
tomorrow. Make sure you continue demonstrating the positive attitude and determination to improve into Year 6. I know you 
will love what your final year in primary school has to offer. And finally, remember, smile and keep laughing together. 
Good luck, 
Mr Batty 
 
Message for the children in 5S from Miss Sunderland  
Dear 5S, 
I want to say a big THANK YOU! For being a fantastic class and an absolute pleasure to teach. Your energy, imagination and 
creativity meant that working with you this year was fun, interesting and different every day! I can think of so many highlights of 
our time together in Year 5, but I think that my favourite day was our ‘Viking Day’ when Ash the Viking came to visit and we went 
back in time. I remember how impressed Ash was with your extensive knowledge of the Vikings; how quickly you picked up new 
ideas and how well behaved, polite and respectful you were towards visitors. I will miss teaching you all next year, but I know 
that you will love being in Year 6. As the oldest children in the school next year, I am confident that you will be brilliant role 
models for the younger ones. I wish you all the very best for next year and just keep being amazing! 
Miss Sunderland 
 
Message for the children in 6F from Miss Freedman  
I have really enjoyed teaching the year 6 cohort over the past few years. They are a funny, creative group of individuals and have 
taught me a lot through our discussions. I was proud to see how much effort they put in to the preparation for their SATs, 
although they were not able to sit them. Despite this, the skills they have developed are life skills that they will forever carry with 
them in their invisible backpacks. I wish them all the very best for their new adventures at secondary school.  
Working alongside Mr Miles has been a fantastic experience - I have learned so much from him and will miss working alongside 
him next year. I have also been lucky enough to work alongside Mrs Wallbridge for the last two years - her enthusiasm and 
dedication is catchy. I will miss the teaching staff at Phil and Jim and wish everyone the very best for the future. 
Miss Freedman 
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We are also saying goodbye to Reverend Andrew Bunch who is retiring as our school vicar at the end of this 
term.  Over the past 23 years, Andrew has worked with many children, parents and staff at Phil & Jim.  He has 
supported us in many ways; putting care for our community first and we would like to share our wholehearted 
thanks for his true commitment.  
 
Finally, today we formally said goodbye to our Year 6 pupils.  This year we were unable to hold our Year 6 
Leavers’ Assembly with parents, staff and other pupils however, Miss Freedman, Mrs Walbridge, Mr Miles, Mr 
Boswell, Miss Lopez, Mr Batty, Mr Hodgkiss, Miss Reeder and I all enjoyed being with the Year 6’s as we 
celebrated their remarkable achievements.   
 
These occasions highlight how important Year 6 children are to any school community; I always feel they are 
instrumental in setting the tone of a school and our current Year 6’s have had a significant impact on our 
school.  Our Year 6 pupils this year have been outstanding; not just in their academic achievements but in how 
they have shown our core values of love, compassion and community in their relationship with staff and each 
other. This morning we also remembered some of the joyous occasions that have taken place over the years 
and recognised just a few of the many achievements that our Year 6’s had during their time at Phil & Jim 
School.   I, along with all staff, would like to wish each and every Year 6 pupil every success as they move on to 
their secondary schools.  Thank you Year 6 and good luck! 
 
We will continue to update you over the summer as needed, but if not before, we will write to you just before 
the start of Autumn Term to update you on information relating to the start of term. 
 
I would like to end by wishing you all a restful summer break and I look forward to seeing everyone on Thursday 
3rd September.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 
Autumn Term dates 
If you are travelling to another country over the summer holiday, please can we ask you to refer to the latest 
government rules when entering the UK and factor in the 14 day self-isolation period which applies to some 
countries.  Start of term for all children in EYFS- Year 6 is Thursday 3rd September.   

 

 September 2020 dates for your diary 

INSET day- school closed for pupils  Tuesday 1st September 

INSET day- school closed for pupils Wednesday 2nd September 

Start of term for Year 1 - Year 6 Thursday 3rd September 

Start of term for EYFS children  Staggered start from Thursday 3rd September  

Half Term  Thursday 22nd - Tuesday 3rd November 

End of Autumn Term  Friday 18th December 1.30pm  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/travel-advice-novel-coronavirus
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control
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Big questions 

Members of the clergy often give our pupils the opportunity to ask BIG questions when they visit our 

school for Tuesday collective worship. Sadly, this has not been able to take place since lockdown.  

This week, Daniel and Eva have kindly spent time answering some of the pupils’ big questions virtually, the 

links to which can be found here on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Milo and Zara (6F), this year's Y6 Trap Grounds Writing Competition winners. We held a 

mini celebration presentation in the Stromuffin bubble this week with a little help from Miss Sunderland 

and Catherine (from the Trap Grounds). The standard of writing this year was very high. Both Milo and Zara 

are excited to spend their book vouchers. 

 

Summer Camp 
Oxford Active will be operating its Ofsted registered summer camps for 6 weeks at Summer Fields 
school, located in Summertown. The summer Camp is for children aged 3-14 for more information 
please visit the website www.active-camps.com 
 

 

https://philandjim.org.uk/big-questions-answered/
http://www.active-camps.com/
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School Robot Competition Results!  
Before half term, as part of an exciting home learning project, children from EYFS to Year 6 had the 
opportunity to enter the School Robot Competition 2020.   
 

There were two parts to the competition. Years 3-6 were inspired to show off their creativity by writing 
their own story that featured a robot. Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2 designed and drew their own robot 
and wrote a brief description.  
  
We are absolutely delighted to announce that entries from the following children were shortlisted: 
Leandro (1C); Valentina (2B); Abi (5B); Thomas (4A) and Lucy (5B). Well done!  
 
We would like to especially congratulate Alex (5B), who was awarded the runner’s up prize!  This is an 
incredible achievement, as the competition was open to all children nationally who fell within the age 
category.  Well done Alex!  
  
Miss Sunderland and Mrs Ponsonby   

 

 


