
3SD Newsletter 
Autumn Term September – December 2020 

Dear 3SD Parents and Carers, 
 
Welcome back to a new year at 
Phil and Jim School! I wanted to 
take the opportunity to say how 
much I am looking forward to 
working with your child this year; 
we have a fantastic timetable of 
topics to explore and I am excited 
to share in this learning journey 
with the children. Mr Prew and 
Miss Lopez will be a part of our 
class this year, supporting 
children’s learning.  
I thought that this would be a 
good moment to communicate 
some details which may be of 
interest about the coming year. 
 
Communication  
If you have any queries or would 
like to schedule a phone call, 
please email the office and I will 
aim to respond within 48 hours. 
 
Topic this term 
We have chosen a book-based 
topic for this term – The Lost 
Words by Robert MacFarlane and 
Jackie Morris. It is a poetry 
anthology based on plants and 
animals. We will be exploring 
artwork, science, local geography 
and playing with vocabulary. If you 
have any knowledge or experience 
that may assist the class in this 
topic, please contact me.  
 
Maths and English 
We will start the year with a whole 
school unit on the Oliver Jeffers’ 
book, Here We Are. This unit is 
designed to promote a feeling of 
belonging in our school 
community and children will 
undertake a range of creative 
writing tasks. Later this half term, 
we will be studying and writing 
rags to riches tales in English. 
 

In Maths, we will be working on 
number, place value and rounding, 
mental calculation, as well as 
addition and subtraction. 
We will continue to practise our 
times tables in class and we will be 
encouraging children to revise 
them at home. We will start be 
recapping their 2, 5 and 10 times 
tables from Year 2 and by the end 
of the year are also expected to 
have learnt their 3, 4 and 8 times 
tables. All children will have a 
Times Tables Rockstars login to 
use at school and home. 
 
Learning at home  
Children have a reading record 
and are expected to be reading to 
an adult at home every day. They 
will receive 1 house point for 
reading 3 times a week (and 
having the record signed); 2 house 
points for reading 5 times a week; 
and 3 house points for reading 7 
times a week. Please ensure your 
child has it in school every day so 
that we can record each time 
children read with an adult. 
Homework tasks are given out on 
Fridays (using ClassDojo) and need 
to be handed in by Wednesday in 
order to be marked.  
 
PE kits 
Please could we remind you that a 
full school PE kit is required for PE 
lessons which includes a separate 
pair of PE trainers. We have a 
compulsory PE kit which consists 
of white or navy shorts and 
trainers (which can be purchased 
from any outlet) and our navy 
school T-shirt, which you can 
purchase online. Year 3 PE lessons 
will be on Monday and Friday this 
term and children will need full PE 
kit in school for all PE sessions. 
May we also remind children with 
long hair that it must be tied back 
 

for PE, and that jewellery must be 
removed for PE lessons. 
 
Morning routine 
Year 3 will enter through the main 
entrance/school office at 8:40am 
and school will begin promptly. 
 
The school day ends at 3pm for 
Year 3 pupils. At the end of the 
day, your child will be let out of 
the main office door. If you have 
made other plans for your child 
getting home, please email the 
Office to let them know.  
 
Shoes for school  
We would recommend a stable 
and robust shoe which is 
appropriate for all climates. The 
school requests that no flip-flops 
or crocs be worn, and that shoes 
worn for school be secure on your 
child’s feet. As the weather 
deteriorates, please provide a pair 
of wellies or shoes for the rain or 
snow.  
 
Drinks bottles and snacks 
Please can all children bring a 
named drinks bottle to school, to 
be filled with water. Children may 
bring in a break time snack; this 
must be a healthy option and 
contain no nuts. 
 
I look forward to an exciting term! 
 
Miss Sprague-Davies 
 

https://www.bluebloodsports.co.uk/st-philip-and-st-james-school


 

 


