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Autumn term 1 Spring term 1 Summer term 1 

Inspiration: Traction Man by Mini Grey (Book) Inspiration: Castles (Place) Inspiration: Why don’t polar bears live in Britain? 
(Big Question) 

Wow Day/hook: Traction Man Treasure Hunt Wow Day/hook: Visit Oxford castle Wow Day/hook: Minibeast micro-habitat hunt 
Port Meadow/The Trap Grounds 

Trip/Visitor:  Pitt Rivers - Material Workshop Trip/Visitor: Oxford Castle 
                       Local area walk 

Trip/Visitor: Cotswold Wildlife Park 

Celebration: Superhero dress up day Celebration: Exhibit our castle models Celebration: Perform our recorder piece to an 
audience 

Curriculum knowledge 
Maths:  
Number: Place Value 
Number: Addition and Subtraction 
Science:  
Materials: Distinguish between an object and the 
material from which it is made. 
Identify and name a variety of everyday materials 
and describe their properties 
Compare and group materials according to their 
properties. 
History: - 
Geography:  
Use simple compass directions and locational 
and directional language to describe the location 
of features and routes on a map. 
Draw own maps of the local area; use and 
construct basic symbols in a key. 
Art:  
Traction Man vehicles: Design and make a 
product, choosing appropriate materials. 

Curriculum knowledge 
Maths:  
Number: Multiplication and Division  
Statistics 
Geometry: Properties of shape 
Science:  
Materials: Find out how the shapes of solid 
objects made from some materials can be 
changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 
stretching. 
History:  
To give examples of things that are different in 
their life from that of the past. 
Geography:  
Observe and record the features around the 
school e.g. the different types of plants, the 
animals seen by the river/canal compared to the 
animals seen on the road, the different amounts 
of traffic on the Woodstock compared to the 
school road (Navigation Way). 
Communicate findings in different ways e.g. 
reports, graphs, sketches, diagrams, pictures. 
Art:  

Curriculum knowledge 
Maths:  
Geometry: Position and Direction 
Problem solving and efficient methods 
Science:  
Living things and their habitats:  
Identify that most living things live in habitats to 
which they are suited and describe how different 
habitats provide for the basic needs of different 
kinds of animals and plants, and how they 
depend on each other. 
Identify and name a variety of plants and animals 
in their habitats, including microhabitats.  
History: - 
Geography: 
Use both maps and globes, identify the coldest 
places in the world – The North and South pole, 
related to their study of great explorers. 
Identify the equator and locate the places on the 
Equator which are the hottest. 
Art: - 
DT:  
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Exploring materials for use e.g. joining materials, 
tearing/scrunching/rolling paper, making 
rubbings. 
Pop art superhero words: Understanding of 
communicating through drawing. 
DT: 
Make a vehicle for Traction Man: Begin to 
develop their design ideas through discussion, 
observation, drawing and modelling. 
Make templates and mock-ups of their ideas. 

Music: - 
RE: How should you spend the weekend? 
Judaism/Shabbat 
Understanding Christianity: Christian creation as 
rest day   
Computing:  
Online safety: Use technology safely and 
respectfully, keeping personal information 
private; identify where to go for help and 
support when they have concerns about material 
on the internet or other online technologies.  
PE:  
Invasion games - take part in simple invasion 
games identifying simple tactics for denying an 
opponent space when defending and identifying 
space to run into as an attacker.  
 
PSHE: 
Living in the wider world: Rules and 
responsibilities. 
Relationships: Feelings and emotions,  
 
 

Castle models: Design and make a product, 
choosing appropriate materials. 
DT:  
Make a model castle/home: 
Generate ideas by drawing on their own and 
other people's experiences. 
Identify a purpose for what they intend to 

design and make. Develop their ideas through 

talk and drawings and label parts.  

Music: - 
RE:  
Does everyone celebrate the New Year?  
Rosh Hashanah, Christianity, Judaism, New Year, 
Baisakh 
Computing:  
Animation: Use technology purposefully to 
create, organise, store, manipulate and retrieve 
digital content.  
PE:  
Gymnastics - children will perform balances in 
isolation with a partner as well as balances in a 
short sequence. 
PSHE: 
Relationships: Valuing difference and Healthy 
relationships 
 
English: Kassim and the Greedy Dragon 
Fiction: Story writing 
Non Fiction: Wanted poster for Greedy Dragon 
Cross-curricular writing opportunities: Diary 
entry for a day in the life of someone in a castle 
(king, peasant, jester etc). 
  

Make mini habitats: Develop their design ideas 
through discussion, observation, drawing and 
modelling. 
Identify a purpose for what they intend to 

design and make and understand how to 

identify a target group for what they intend 

to design and make based on a criteria. 

Music:  
Recorders: Play instruments musically 
considering how to combine the musical 
elements. 
Recall and remember short songs, sequences and 
patterns of sounds.  
RE:  
What is the good news that Jesus brings? 
Computing:  
Coding: Introduction to Junior Scratch. 
Can they predict the outcomes of a set of 
instructions? Can they use right angle turns? 
Can they use the repeat commands? Can they 
test and amend a set of instructions? Can they 
write a simple program and test it? 
PE:  
Games - children will begin to apply tactics in 
games more independently. 
PSHE: 
Living in the wider world: Money 
 
English:  
Fiction: Fictional letters 
Non Fiction: Non-chronological reports about 
animals. 
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English: Traction Man 
Year 1 consolidation 

- Non negotiables (full stops, capital 
letters, letter sizing, letters on the line, 
spaces between words) 

- holding sentences in head 
 
Fiction: 
Description 
Non Fiction:  
Instruction writing 
Cross-curricular writing opportunities:  
Directions for Traction man on an adventure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cross-curricular writing opportunities: Non-
chronological reports about animals. 
 

Autumn Term 2 Spring term 2 Summer term 2 

Inspiration: Henri Rousseau’s ‘Surprise/Tropical 
Storm’ (Art) 

Inspiration: Great Explorers (Person) Inspiration: Olympics (Current Event) 

Wow Day/hook: “Max” from Where the Wild 
Things Are steals our Henri Rousseau painting 

Wow Day/hook: Mystery box - can you guess our 
new topic?  

Wow Day/hook: Watch a clip from the opening 
ceremony 

Trip/Visitor: - Trip/Visitor: - Trip/Visitor: - 

Celebration: KS1 Nativity performance Celebration: Perform the continents song to an 
audience 

Celebration: Mini Olympics/Sports Day 

Curriculum knowledge 
Maths: 
Number: Addition and Subtraction 
Measure: Money 
Number: Multiplication and Division  
Science:  
Plants: Observe and describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow into mature plants.  
Find out and describe how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow and stay 
healthy. 
History:  

Curriculum knowledge 
Maths:  
Number: Fractions 
Measure: Length and height 
Consolidation 
Science:  
Living things and their habitats:  
Explore and compare the differences between 
things that are living, dead, and things that have 
never been alive.  
Describe how animals obtain their food from 
plants and other animals, using the idea of a 

Curriculum knowledge 
Maths:  
Measurement: Time 
Measurement: Mass, capacity and temperature 
Investigations 
Science:  
Animals Including Humans: Find out about and 
describe the basic needs of animals, including 
humans, for survival (water, food and air)  
Describe the importance for humans of exercise, 
eating the right amounts of different types of 
food, and hygiene. 
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Answer questions by using a specific source, such 
as an information book, the internet to find out 
about them - Henri Rousseau. 
Geography: - 
Art:  
Develop knowledge of a great artist - Henri 
Rousseau. 
Understanding of communicating through 
painting and drawing. 
Mix and match colours making predictions. 
Demonstrate ideas in sketchbooks (showing 
improvements in a series of sketches with 
annotations) 
DT: - 
Music:  
Sing with an awareness of other performers 
during performance of carols. 
Wild Rumpus dance music: Experiment with, 
create and combine sounds (especially with drum 
and body rhythms). 
RE:  
Who made the world? 
Do symbols mean the same to everyone? 
Computing:  
Find information on a website: Can they find 
information on a website? Can they click links in 
a website? Can they experiment with text and 
pictures to make a simple slideshow? 
PE:  
Dance - Create own wild rumpus. Children will 
copy dance moves and create their own short 
sequences to perform at the end of the term. 

simple food chain, and identify and name 
different sources of food. 
History:  
Sequence a set of events in chronological order. 
To recount some interesting facts from a 
historical event. 
To research the life of a significant person.  
Geography: 
Location knowledge: Use maps, atlases and a 
globe to identify the continents and oceans and 
understand that both a map and a globe show 
the same thing. 
Identify the coldest places in the world – The 
North and South pole, related to their study of 
great explorers. 
Art:  
Hot and cold colours project: Colour Theory, 
mixing colours purposefully and applying tints 
and tones. 
Mixing primary and all secondary colours and 
brown. 
DT: - 
Music: - 
RE:  
Why does Easter matter to Christians? 
Computing: 
Sending a simple email: Can they recognise 
common uses of information technology beyond 
school.   
PE: 
 
PSHE: 

History: 
To recount some interesting facts from a 
historical event - the first Olympic games. 
To research the life of a significant person who 
used to live in their area - Roger Banister. 
Geography: 
Study two differing localities, Oxford and Tokyo, 
and ask geographical questions e.g. What is it like 
to live in this place? How is this place different to 
where I live? How is the weather different? How 
are lifestyles different? 
Study pictures of the localities in the past and in 
the present and ask ‘How has it changed?’ 
Express views about a place, people and 
environment.  
Art:  
Fruit project: Ability to select and use a variety of 
drawing materials. 
Ability to use a variety of drawing materials e.g 
grades of pencils, charcoal, crayons, graphite 
pencils, fineliners. 
DT: - 
Music:  
Music from around the world: Listen and identify 
different instruments in music.  
Identify different moods in music. 
RE:  
Who should you follow? 
Computing:  
Ebook: Can they word process a piece of text? 
Can they insert/delete a word using the mouse 
and arrow keys? Can they highlight text to 
change its format (B, U, I)?  
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Children will dance at different heights and try to 
convey a feeling to match the theme of the story.  
PSHE: Health and wellbeing: Keeping safe 
 
English: Where the Wild Things Are 

- non-negotiables 
- coordinating conjunctions 
- subordinating conjunctions 
- Past and present tenses 

 
Fiction: Story Writing 
Non Fiction: Non chronological report of a Wild 
Thing 
Cross-curricular writing opportunities:  
Instructions explaining how to care for a plant.  
 

Living in the wider world: Caring for our 
environment 
 
English 
Dougal the Deep Sea Diver 
Fiction: 
Fictional diary writing 
Non Fiction 
Informal Letter writing 
Cross-curricular writing opportunities: 
Diary entry in character as a great explorer 
 
 

PE: 
Athletics  
PSHE: 
Health and wellbeing: Healthy lifestyles and 
Growing and changing 
 
English:  
Fiction: Poetry 
Non Fiction: Letter writing to athletes at the 
Olympics 
Cross-curricular writing opportunities:  
Healthy eating recipe.  
 
 
 
 

 


