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Monday 4th January 2021  

 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
From the start of the academic year we have always tried to balance keeping all pupils, staff and their families 
as safe as possible with the absolute need to ensure school life is as normal as we can make it for all our pupils.  
The control measures noted in our risk assessment have been effective however we, like you I am sure, are 
acutely aware of the national developments and therefore in discussion with staff, we have updated our risk 
assessment with further actions as we begin this term.   
 
The following two weeks are going to be particularly important as we come back together again and therefore 
the changes made are intended to try to further mitigate risk in our school community.  In addition to the 
control measures currently in place, from tomorrow the following will apply: 
 

- We will be revisiting with the children the importance of good hand washing, not touching their faces 
and keeping their distance as much as possible.  We know that for some of our younger children, social 
distancing in particular, will be challenging and staff will manage this sensitively. 
 

- As you know our year group bubbles are consistent and they do not mix during the school day, but in 
order for us to be able to deliver the curriculum, some staff do.  We will be further limiting staff 
movement around school and where staff are required to cross bubbles during the school day, for 
example PE staff, they will be wearing masks and/ or visors as they move throughout the school. 

 
- Where staff are working less than 2 metres apart from pupils, for example small group work and 1:1 

support, they currently work side by side and avoid close contact.  From now staff will also be wearing a 
face covering.  We don’t want the children to be unduly alarmed by this and so your child’s teacher will 
explain why face coverings are being worn at this time.   

 
- Only one member of staff from each bubble will be at the morning drop off to welcome the children in.  

We will rotate the member of staff but please be aware that your child’s teacher or teaching assistant 
will not be out every day.  If you need to share an urgent message with your child’ teacher, please do so 
via office.3835@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk.  Any non-urgent concerns can be discussed with your 
child’s teacher at your parents evening appointment next week.  
 

- At this time, we will not be sharing sweets or cakes with the class to celebrate a child’s birthday.   
 

Reminders 
Your child can bring into school everything they need for the school day including packed lunch boxes and book 
bags.  Please name all your child’s belongings so lost property can be returned as we currently have limited 
space to store lost property and we do remove it from school periodically.  
 
Please remember to send your child into school wearing clean clothes each day.  If you can, please keep your 
child’s PE kit in school during the week so they have a clean, dry set of clothes to change into if needed.  
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We ventilate classrooms by ensuring all windows and doors (with the exception of fire doors and external 
doors) remain open throughout the day.  Please send your child in wearing layers of warm clothing to take into 
account the lower temperatures.  
 
We know that drop off and pick up points in the school day are incredibly busy and so once again, I ask you to 
support us by arriving at your child’s given morning drop off and afternoon pick up time and leaving the area as 
soon as possible.   
 
If your child or a member of your household displays coronavirus symptoms, please follow guidance as to when 
your child should attend school.     
 
If at some point, we are required to move to remote learning, we will likely be directed to open for vulnerable 
children and children of key workers. To enable us to plan for this scenario, we will be sending out a ParentMail 
survey later this week, asking you to indicate if you are classed as a key worker. Please see the guidance 
regarding key worker classification here. 
 
We know that the situation is constantly changing and that presents challenges for our pupils and their families, 
nevertheless we will update you as needed.   As always if you have any concerns around returning to school, 
please do contact us.  Miss Reeder and I will be available tomorrow throughout the day to answer any 
questions you may have.  Please email headpa@philandjim.org.uk specifying a telephone number you can be 
contacted on during the day.  
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision
mailto:headpa@philandjim.org.uk

