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Friday 29th January 2021 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
I do hope this week has gone well for you and your families.    
 
Government announcement 
This week the Prime Minister announced that it will not be possible to open schools immediately after the 
February half-term and instead hopes it will be safe to begin the reopening of schools from Monday 
8th March.  As such, after half term, we will continue with our remote learning provision and will remain open 
for those children who must attend school because they are classed as vulnerable or because they are children 
of critical workers.    
We would like to thank you for the constructive feedback shared with us about our remote learning provision, 
which we have used as part of our self-evaluation process.  This week we would like to gain formal feedback 
from parents and staff and so we have sent surveys which we will use to make any appropriate adjustments.    
You will be sent a ParentMail survey form for each child you have (as we appreciate your feedback may be 
different according to the year group your child is in), however there is no need to complete more than one 
survey if you do not wish to.    
We would appreciate it if you could spend a few minutes completing the survey, if possible with your child so 
they have an opportunity to share their thoughts with us as well.  The survey is open until Tuesday 2nd February 
at 11.45pm.   
 
Primary schools will be closed over half-term    

Schools have not been asked to remain open during half term and therefore we will close in order to give staff a 
break. However, Miss Reeder and I will be available over half term to support contact tracing as we did over the 
Christmas holiday. We will share details about this in next week’s newsletter.   

Acceptable use of Microsoft Teams and Class Dojo 
A number of teacher have reported to us that a small number of pupils have used the chat function on Teams 
inappropriately during Live lessons, including the use of bad language. 
From the start of home learning, teachers set out clear rules with the children regarding online safety and using 
technology appropriately.  
We would be grateful if you could reinforce our rules and ensure children are supervised as required when 
taking part in live sessions. We have attached for your reference our remote learning policy and draw your 
attention to page 7 where the consequence of unacceptable use is stated. We thank you for continued support 
in keeping all the children safe when online.  
 
Updated Policies 
The Remote Learning and First Aid policies have been recently reviewed and are now available on our website. 
We have also reviewed and updated our Covid-19 Risk Assessment which is also available to view on our 
website: https://philandjim.org.uk/information/parents-information/covid-19-information/ 
 
Teams Meetings 

Please ensure when joining a meeting/assembly you are joining the correct one. With dozens of meetings being 

hosted every week, we will not know if you are in the wrong lobby until you let us know. During a meeting the 

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Policy-SEPT-2020-2021-January-2021-v2.docx
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Remote-Learning-Policy-SEPT-2020-2021-January-2021-v2.docx
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/First-Aid-Policy-Jan-2021-web.pdf
https://philandjim.org.uk/information/parents-information/covid-19-information/
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organiser is notified that there are attendees waiting in the relevant lobby. They will not know to look for you in 

any other meeting and will not be notified. If you are in doubt, you can come out of the lobby and re-enter by 

clicking on the correct time and date on your calendar. We endeavour to be on time to all our meetings, so if 

you find yourself still waiting in the lobby 5 minutes after the session began despite joining in good time, do 

come out of your meeting, check the meeting details, and try again.  If this does not work please do contact the 

teacher via Class Dojo and/or the office.  

 

Virtual Coffee Mornings 

Whether your child is at home or in school at this time, we are here to support them, and you, in any way we 
can. We know that some parents found meeting in an open and informal way supportive and following 
feedback we have moved the sessions to the afternoons.   
 
Also you will now be able to join the sessions from the Phil & Jim website calendar without having to ask for an 
invitation. Just pop in as you would a usual coffee morning.   Please note, these sessions are virtual social 
meetings. Maybe you have been stuck in your own little bubble and would like to see some new faces.  These 
are open friendly, relaxed forums. 
 
If you have any feedback, issues or concerns please contact us the usual way, via the office.   
 

Year Group Time 

5 & 6 1:30pm – 2pm 

3 & 4 2pm – 2:30pm 

Early Years, 1 & 2 2:30pm – 3pm 

 

 
Incident in Aristotle Lane Park 
We would like to make you aware that a man approached three children in the park after school yesterday and 
used unkind words towards them. The incident was reported to the police. 
Here is a link to the safety for kids website which you can share with your child for information about how to 
keep safe: https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-danger 

National Lockdown                                                                                                                                                                  
The latest National Lockdown advice from the government on leaving home states: 

You must not leave, or be outside of your home except where necessary. You may leave the home to: 

 shop for basic necessities, for you or a vulnerable person 

 go to work, or provide voluntary or charitable services, if you cannot reasonably do so from home 

 exercise with your household (or support bubble) or one other person (in which case you should stay 2m 
apart). Exercise should be limited to once per day, and you should not travel outside your local area. 

 meet your support bubble or childcare bubble where necessary, but only if you are legally permitted to form 
one 

 seek medical assistance or avoid injury, illness or risk of harm (including domestic abuse) 

https://philandjim.org.uk/calendar/
https://www.safety4kids.com.au/safety-zone_stranger-danger
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing/coronavirus-covid-19-meeting-with-others-safely-social-distancing
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/making-a-support-bubble-with-another-household
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 attend education or childcare - for those eligible 

 
On behalf of all staff, we hope you have a relaxing weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 
Community news  

 
Struggling for meal inspiration with the kids at home at the 
moment? We've got you covered with our simple lunch ideas.  
 
Complete with its own shopping list, 

each set of recipes contains 5 easy, tasty lunches for around £15. Check 
out 3 weeks' worth of recipes now, plus ideas and inspirations on ways to 
keep lunchtimes fresh until they can go back to school.  
 
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas  
 
 
Volunteers Required 
GPs at Summertown Health Centre, Banbury Road Medical Centre and 19 Beaumont Street  are running a covid 
vaccination hub at the Cherwell School North Site. Since early January we have been able to vaccinate most of 
our patient population >75 years of age, all care home staff and residents and most of our housebound 
patients, and are now moving to younger cohorts. This has been a Herculean feat of organisation and I hope 
you will agree this is an outstanding achievement. 
Going forward we would like to ask for your help. We need an army of able-bodied volunteers to help marshal 
these clinics - direct traffic in the car park, help people into and out of the clinics, and wiping down chairs/door 
handles etc. You do not need any medical training or experience. 
We are asking for 4 hour shifts if possible and for logistical purposes it is helpful if you can offer more than one 
stint (each volunteer needs to be inducted and have a lateral flow test on the day of marshalling). We aim to 
keep clinics during working hours, but have needed to run some at the weekend. You need to be between 14 
and 65 years old. Everyone who has been part of it has found it really uplifting and rewarding at this challenging 
time. If you can help please email lynsbennett@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/change4life/recipes/lunch/cheap-lockdown-lunch-ideas
mailto:lynsbennett@gmail.com
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Local yoga instructor (and former Phil & Jim parent) Kate 

Binnie is hosting an online, virtual Restorative Yoga Session 

over Zoom to fundraise for The Cherwell School. 

 

When: Sunday, 31 January 4-530pm 

Cost: £10 for live access; if the time doesn't suit, there is an 

option to buy the recorded session to access at your 

leisure. 

 

For more information, please see our event page:   

https://events.classlist.com/#/events/view/819450904 

 

To find out more about our fundraising efforts, 

visit https://friendsofcherwell.org/ 

 

 

https://events.classlist.com/#/events/view/819450904
https://friendsofcherwell.org/

