
 
 

 

 

   With love we flourish 

“I have come that you may have life in all its fullness.” John 10:10 

 

 

Our Christian vision is the foundation of our school and allows us to: 

 Respect and love everyone for who they are 

 Celebrate and serve our diverse community 

 Nurture a passion for education so everyone can realise their potential 
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Reading Policy 
Curriculum Intent:  

So that our pupils can achieve and learn we must ensure they can read.  To develop our pupils as readers 
we: 

 Teach them to read accurately and fluently using a range of strategies. 
 Give individual reading targets to children. 
 Help them to understand and respond to what they read using inference and deduction where 

appropriate. 
 Encourage them to read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books. 
 Encourage them to read independently and for enjoyment. 
 Teach them how to seek information and learn from the written word. 

What the National Curriculum says: 

The National Curriculum English Programmes of study, 2014 aims to ensure that all pupils develop: 

 Word reading skills 
 Reading comprehension skills including: 

o Reading for pleasure and the motivation to read. 
o An understanding of vocabulary and what has been read. 
o Developing an understanding of books that have been read and listened to. 
o The skills to retrieve and record information. 
o The skills to partake in discussions about books that are read and listened to. 
o The ability and opportunity to explain and discuss understanding. 

A further breakdown of the National Curriculum (year group by year group), can be found on their website: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-
study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study 

Reading overview 

Pupils have opportunities to undertake guided, shared and independent reading throughout the school. A 

diverse range of group reading books and a staged reading scheme are available. We do not use any one 

published scheme to teach reading, instead we believe that it is important to provide pupils with a 

selection of reading books and experiences from different genres and subject matter, therefore we 

operate using ‘book bands’ in line with Oxford reading tree. When it is felt appropriate for individual 

children, they may become ‘free readers’ and choose from the class or whole school library.  

Staff are deployed throughout the school to work with children in order to improve their fluency, 

intonation, decoding skills and comprehension.  

Home reading is encouraged and is an integral part of the child’s development. In order to have strong 

communication between teachers and parents/carers, each child has a home/school reading diary where 

both the staff and parents can write comments about how the child is progressing with his/her reading. 

Children have the opportunity to use books from the Library for independent research.  

We celebrate World Book Day each year and also hold book fairs twice per year, to further promote 

reading. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study


 
 
 

Books 

Each classroom has banded books following the Oxford Reading Tree system (see appendix 1). In EYFS and 

KS1, teachers and TAs will help pupils to ensure they have a book to read which closely matches their phonic 

level. 

In KS2, pupils continue to work through the levels from where they were in KS1, until they become ‘free 

readers’. 

Class Libraries 

Our class libraries are welcoming spaces that children can curl up in to read a book. These spaces are 

personalised to each class and enticing. They contain a selection of fiction, non-fiction and poetry books. 

Often, teachers will choose books from the school library related to the class topic to ensure the class library 

is relevant to the current learning. 

School Library 

This is a space that is regularly timetabled for each class to use as well as being open during lunch times. 

Pupils can choose to take home a book from the library, to read alongside their banded book (or have it read 

to them). During a library session, children will be taught how to select a book that appeals to them; be read 

to and have time to enjoy sharing a range of texts. 

Reading expectations at school: 

- We will regularly (at least once a week) read 1:1 with each pupil (a combination of teachers and TAs 

can do this), using a book closely matched to their attainment level. 

- We will teach whole class guided reading at least 4x a week using the guidance below 

- We will regularly use the library and work with the librarian (once a week) 

- We will read our class book regularly with the children. 

- We will make full use of our classroom reading corners. 

- We will check reading records regularly and give the following house points: 

 3x recordings = 1 house point 

 5x recordings = 2 house points 

 7x recordings = 3 house points 
 

Phonics 

The teaching of phonic skills is embedded within English teaching in each class. Additional provision is 

made each day in EYFS and KS1 with discrete Read, Write Inc sessions. These comprise of learning different 

graphemes, focussing on oral and aural phonological skills and sight vocabulary. During these sessions 

children are also explicitly shown how to apply their developing skills to their writing. All children are 

grouped in accordance to their individual needs and are in phase appropriate groups. Pupils in KS2 receive 

this as an intervention if required. 

 

 

 



 
 
 

Guided Reading 

Guided Reading is a 20-30 minute session (separate from English writing lessons) in which the skills of reading 

are taught and explored through a variety of enticing, relevant texts and activities.  

Guided Reading at Phil and Jim 

At Phil and Jim, whole class Guided Reading takes place 4x weekly.  

Within whole class Guided Reading sessions, a range of text types will be explored. These may include: 

 Fiction Fairy stories, Traditional Tales, Myths and Legends, Play scripts, Modern fiction, Fiction from 

our literary heritage, Books from other cultures and traditions 

 Non-fiction Letters, Recounts, Diary entries, Reports, Leaflets, Information texts, Instructions, Fact 

books, Newspaper articles, Reference books 

 Poetry Narrative, sonnet, haiku, limerick, performance 

These texts could be presented as novels, comic books, picture books, graphic novels, e-books etc. Our aim 

is to expose children to a wealth of desirable and relevant text types that are presented in a variety of ways. 

Reading Skills: 

Effective adult readers use a range of flexible reading comprehension strategies so quickly and automatically 

that they hardly notice they are using them (Pressley 1990, 2002). If an accomplished adult reader were to 

break down the skills they use in everyday reading, they are likely to find that the process of comprehension 

is broken down into three parts: 

1) Enjoyment and Skill Development: Engaging with the text in the moment. Enjoying and 

understanding what has been read. 

2) Gathering: Applying appropriate skills so that relevant information can be collected. 

3) Application: Using the information that has been gleaned to form a response, form an opinion or 

provide evidence.  

Enjoyment and Skill Development 

Six key skills are taught at Phil and Jim. These enable our children to engage with, understand and enjoy a 

text.  

Reading Skill Questions or prompts for the questions Activities that could go 
alongside the skill 

Inference and 
Deduction 

What is explicitly said in the text? 
What is implied? 
What thoughts fill the gaps that are left 
by the author? 

Identifying words, phrases or 
images that provide evidence 
for inference. Think aloud, 
arriving on evidence through 
inference. 

Visualise Description of characters or settings 
paint a picture in the reader’s mind. 
Description of action gives a series of 
moving images. 

Identifying words or phrases 
that provide information about 
a visual image or series of 
moving images. 
Sketch images out or act out a 
scene based on evidence. 



 
 

Breakdown 
and Repair 

Notice a breakdown in understanding 
and repair it. 
What doesn’t sound quite right? 
Which words are unfamiliar? 
What strategies can you use to make 
sense of the text? 

- Check decoding or 
pronunciation. 

- Read around the word to look 
for clues. 

- Replace the unfamiliar word 
with another that could be 
similar. 

- Look at the word make-up: root 
word, suffix, and prefix. 

Children are to highlight words 
or phrases where breakdown 
has occurred. Annotate or 
discuss a strategy use to repair. 

Background 
Knowledge 

Use background knowledge to connect 
with a text. 
Text to world knowledge. 
Text to own experience. 
Text to text. 
This makes me think of… 
This reminds me of… 
This is a bit like… 

Identify words and phrases. 
Think aloud about what this 
reminds you of.  
Annotate text with post-it 
notes. 

VIP and Gist Watch out for VIP words, phrases and 
ideas and put them together to build a 
gist. 
What are the key words, phrases, 
events and ideas? 
How do they link? 
Put them together to build a gist and 
summarise the passage. 

Identify the important words or 
phrases that provide key 
information. Think aloud 
drawing these together into a 
summary. 
Discuss why these VIPs are 
important in comparison to 
other words or phrases. 

Predict, ask 
questions, 
wonder 

Children are to make predictions or 
wonder about characters and settings.  
I predict… How…? Why…? I wonder… 
Predict, ask questions, wonder and read 
on to find out. 
I wonder… why, when, how, whether, 
what, who, if… 

Teacher modelling thinking 
aloud before children use 
question prompts to think 
aloud before reading on.  

 

Teachers model these, closely interlinking skills in a similar way to thinking as a writer (a Talk 4 Writing skill 

used in whole school English teaching).  

Gathering 

Once children have practised these six skills, they can begin to apply them. Children gather information by 

locating the relevant part of a text, collecting clues and reflecting upon what they want to know. 

Below are some strategies that teachers might use in guided reading sessions to support children in 

retrieving specific information. 



 
 

Activity  An example of what this activity might look like. 

Questioning Children benefit from learning how to generate questions about a text 
before they can begin to answer questions written by other people. 

Question quadrant Once questions are developed, children could place their questions 
onto a quadrant. This helps them to identify different types of 
questions that they may be asked when comprehending a text.  
 

Familiarise 
children with the 
vocabulary and 
wording used in 
comprehension 
questions. 

E.g. retrieve, summarise, infer, predict, explain relationships within a 
text, explain author choices, compare and contrast. 
 
Complete the table, what impression do you get…, Explain the effect 
of…, distinguish between…, what is the purpose of…, explain fully… 
 
Children could be asked to explain what a series of questions are 
asking them to do, rather than answering the question to practise this 
skill. 

Skimming and 
Scanning 

Teaching children to scan for relevant 
information (this links to the skill VIP and gist). 
 
This can be practised with picture books. 
 
Children can be challenged to find 
illustrations under timed conditions and 
reflect upon what they did. E.g. looking for 
specific colours, shapes etc. 
The strategies used can be discussed and applied to scanning for 
words in a text in order to find a particular piece of information.  

Modelling the 
question and 
answer process 

Teachers explicitly modelling how they are scanning the text and what 
specific words in the text make them think. 

Match the 
question to the 
type of answer 

Children could be challenged to decide whether a comprehension 
questions require the application of one skill over another e.g. does 
this question require you to infer or predict? 

Application  



 
 

Finally, once our children have gained reading skills and practised gathering information, they are taught 

how to apply it. 

Below are some strategies that teachers may use in guided reading sessions to practise this: 

Activity  An example of what this activity might look like. 

Rank the answers Ask children to read a text, a question and three answers. Children are 
to rank the answers. 

Flip the question Children learn to take the question and flip it into a sentence opener 
for their answer.  
E.g. What event made Matthew Webb want to swim the English 
Channel? 
The event that made Matthew Webb want to swim the English 
Channel was… 
This can be practised orally or in guided reading books. 

 

Reading for Pleasure 

This is essential to the development of reading skills. Through Reading for Pleasure, children have been found 

to develop a plethora of positive outcomes, including: empathy and progress in the development of 

vocabulary and spelling. 

 

Class Book 

In school, all children are read to every day as a class. We aim for class book time to be captivating and 

unmissable, like the next episode of your favourite television programme. It is a time in the day that the 

children look forward to and relish.  

Home Reading 

At Phil and Jim we encourage our children to read every day at home. Each child has a Reading Record that 

is taken home daily. This is a journal that children and parents can fill in together that is regularly checked 

by their class teachers. We encourage our children to read a range of text types: newspapers, blogs, comics 

and novels. 

 

Reading expectations at home  

- Children are expected to read every day at home – preferably with an adult but not necessarily for 

more experienced readers. 

- Children are expected to fill in their reading records daily. 

- Key Stage 2 children can independently fill out their reading records but we expect a parent signature 

alongside each entry.  

- We are encouraging parents to focus on discussing our six key reading skills when exploring books at 

home and are asking them to make reference to these in reading records:  

 Inference and Deduction 

 Visualise 

 Breakdown and Repair 

 Background Knowledge 



 
 

 VIP and Gist 

 Predict, ask questions, wonder 

 

Appendix 1 

Independent and 

Guided Reading Book 

Bandings 
Book Band/ 

Colour 
Words 

Phonics 

Phase 

Normal Range of 

Achievement during the 

year and 

for year group at end of 

year 

0 Lilac 0   

1 Pink Under 25 Phase 2 Reception 

2 Red 25-45/ 45-80 Phase 3 reception, Y1 

3 Yellow 80-120  Phase 3/4 reception, Y1 

4 Blue 100-200 Phase 4/5 F2, Y1 

5 Green 200-300 Phase 5 Y1, Y2 

6 Orange 300-450  Phase 5/6 Y1, Y2 

7 Turquoise 450-600  Phase 5/6 Y1, Y2, Y3 

8 Purple 600-850 Phase 6 Y2, Y3 

9 Gold 850-1100  Phase 6 Y2, Y3, Y4 

10 White 1100-1500  Y3, Y4, Y5 

11 Lime 1500-2000  Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 

12 Brown Over 2000  Y4, Y5, Y6 

13 Grey   Y4, Y5, Y6 

14 Dark 

Blue 

  Y5, Y6 

15 Dark 

Red 

  Y6 

16 Black   Y6 


