
Reading Skill Questions or prompts for the questions 

Inference and Deduction As readers, it is important that we develop the ability read between the lines of what is explicitly said. 
This enables us, as readers, to draw a greater understanding from the text. 

 What is explicitly said in the text? 

What is implied? 

What thoughts fill the gaps that are left by the author? 

 E.g. “Sunshine had bled into the room, turning the mid walls yellow.” The Girl of Ink and Stars – Kiran 
Millwood Hargrave pg 45. 

What time of day is it? How do you know? 

Visualise As adults, we often naturally visualise what we are reading, however, this is a skill that needs to be 
taught. 
 

What do you see in your mind when you are reading? 

This could involve: drawing a picture of a character or setting, acting out the meaning of a word or 
even creating freeze frames to represent a specific part of a book. 

E.g. “He flinched when I got up to stroke him.” The Girl of Ink and Stars – Kiran Millwood Hargrave pg 
45. 

Show me what a flinching cat might look like. 

Breakdown and Repair When we read, we often ‘break down’ when faced with a word or concept we are not familiar with. 
This skill teaches the children to notice that they have ‘broken down’ and gives them strategies to 
recover. 
 

What doesn’t sound quite right? 

Which words are unfamiliar? 

What strategies can you use to make sense of the text? 

–      Check decoding or pronunciation. 

–      Read around the word to look for clues. 

–      Replace the unfamiliar word with another that could be similar. 

–      Look at the word make-up: root word, suffix, prefix. 



Background Knowledge Eva Ibbotson’s Journey to the River Sea is set in a boarding school. Children may have knowledge of 
what a boarding school is like because of their own background knowledge e.g. they may have read 
Harry Potter, A Murder Most Unladylike or Annie. 
 
This skill encourages the children to draw on their pre-existing knowledge to connect with the text 
they are currently reading. 

 What does this text make you think of? 

Does the setting remind you of anything? 

This is a bit like… 

VIP 

(Very Important) and 
Gist 

When reading, it is important to hone in on the most important facts and words so that the meaning of 
a text can be quickly summarised. As adults, we often do this naturally when we skim through a text. 
  

What are the key words, phrases, events and ideas? 

How do they link? 

Can you summarise that paragraph? 

Can you summarise that chapter? 

This skill can be practised verbally or even in reading journals. 

Predict, ask questions, 
wonder 

When reading, it is essential that the children can draw information together to make predictions. 
Once the predictions are made, read on to find out if you were right. 
  

What do you predict is going to happen next? 

What does this make you wonder? 

I wonder… why, when, how, whether, what, who, if… 

 


