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Friday 15th October 2021 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
I would like to thank all the Year 6 children who completed the traffic survey. Sasa, Sam, Oliver, Dylan, Joe, Niko, 
Louise, Ava, Eirini, Savannah, Anoushka, Aden, Ellie, Joanna, Amelie, Heloise, Leo, Timmy and Xanthe you have all 
contributed to helping us highlight to Oxford Council the road safety issues facing all of us right now.  Joe, Louise, 
Ava we are so proud of the way in which you shared your concerns with the media. Over the week, I have been 
contacted by a great many colleagues, friends and members of our community and I took great pride in talking about 
you all. On behalf of all in our school community, thank you. 
 
It was lovely to be able to host PTA AGM in school Wednesday evening.  Our outgoing and (following the elections 
on Wednesday), incoming committee members worked hard to support our school community during 
unprecedented times.  They acted with consideration, sensitivity and warmth during the height of the pandemic as 
they gently supported all of us where they could.  On behalf of all pupils, staff and families, thank you to co-chairs 
Jacqueline Morrison and Sara Tindall, Kari Sherman, Adriana Obloj, Ramon Granell, Chris Herzog, Eva Walters and 
Angus Hunter. 
 
On Wednesday, we talked a great deal about events PTA could plan to bring our families together.  If you have some 
time to support a PTA event, please do get in touch with any of the new committee members: Co-chairs, Lara Stokes 
and Jacqueline Morrison; treasurer, Adriana Obloj; communications; Ramon Granell; Class Representative 
Coordinator, Kate Starkey; Church liaison, Eva Walters; sponsorship, Angus Hunter and secretary, Karin Bagge. I 
know planning for the school calendar, Christmas cards and the Christmas bazaar are well under way but help is 
always appreciated.  PTA are meeting in school on Tuesday 19th October between 2.00pm and 3.00pm to discuss 
events. If you can come along, please do, it would be wonderful to see you there.   
 

PTA News 
Thank you to all who were able to attend our AGM on Wednesday, October 13th.  The minutes from that meeting and 
information about activities and financial records from the last year can be found on our website.  We were also able to 
elect the new PTA committee for the 2021/2022 school year. We are all excited to welcome our new members and to 
start planning for the rest of the school year.  Please remember that every parent, teacher, and carer in the school is part 
of the PTA and you would be most welcome to attend a monthly meeting or to get in touch if you have anything you 
would like to discuss or ideas for the school community.  This year we are fundraising specifically for items to support 
learning in the classrooms – in particular for keyboards, books for the new reading and writing curriculum, and science 
supplies like skeletons and thermometers.   

- Co-chairs – Lara Stokes and Jacqueline Morrison 
- Treasurer – Adriana Obloj 
- Communications – Ramon Granell 
- Class Representative Coordinator – Kate Starkey 
- Church Liason – Eva Walters 
- Sponsorship – Angus Hunter 
- Secretary – Karin Bagge 

We are still looking for volunteers to take the lead in planning some of our annual large events (like the Nearly New Sale 
and the Summer Fete) in the spring and summer terms.  Please get in touch if you are interested! 
contact@philandjimspta.org 
Please remember that school calendar photos will happen in school on Friday, 22 October.  Permission forms authorising 
permission to be photographed will go out via Parentmail on MONDAY, 18 October.  Your child WILL NOT be 

mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
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photographed for the calendar if this form is not submitted.  This year we will have the children photographed by their 
birth month with each month wearing a colour from the rainbow.  Please can you send your child in to school that day 
wearing something in the following colours: 
 
January – Black 
February – Red  
March – Orange 
April – Yellow 
May – Dark Green 
June – Light Green 
July – Dark Blue 
August – Light Blue 
September – Dark Purple 
October – Violet 
November – Pink 
December – White/Silver 
 
School calendars will be on sale from the end of November.  
Christmas and Greetings cards 
Each year we partner with Art Projects For Schools to produce Christmas cards or Greeting cards drawn by your child to 
raise funds for the Phil & Jim’s PTA.   APFS take your child's A4 size artwork and accurately reproduce it in full colour to 
an A6 card in packs of 12.  Inside, you can have your card left blank (and use them all year round) or have "Season's 
Greetings" or other alternatives printed on the inside. Visit https://www.apfs.org.uk/christmas-card-project see 
examples. They are great to send to family and friends! 
 
This year, your child has created their card design in school. Today, they will bring them home with information on how 
to turn their design into cards, cups, and other gifts.  
 
If you wish to make an order, here's what you need to do: 
1. Submit your order, following the instructions on the sticker that is on the back of your child's artwork. Please do this 
by Friday, 22 October. 
2. Return your child's work to their teacher by Friday, 22 October. Your child's work will then be sent to APFS for 
processing.  
3. Your order will be sent to you via school from Monday 22 November.  
Making an order is entirely optional.  
Please contact Sara Tindall, PTA Christmas/Greetings cards coordinator, if you have any questions. 
 

 
Staff news 
On Monday we were joined by Miss Esther Pape, in our busy office.  If you haven’t met her already, I am sure you 
will do so over the coming weeks.  On Monday, we will be joined by Mrs Katie Sayer, who will be working as a 
Teaching Assistant in Year 5 and 6, and Mr Patrick Robinson who will also be working in KS2 as well as in ASC. 
 
Parent volunteers 
If you have some time to regularly read with some of our children, we would love to welcome you into school.  We 
are looking for parent volunteers for our children in EYFS, Year 1, Year 2 and Year 3.  If you are interested, but have 
limited experience in reading with young children, please don’t worry as we will support you with training.  If this is 
something you would like to consider, please see our Volunteers Policy on our website.  Please be aware all 

https://www.apfs.org.uk/christmas-card-project
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Volunteer-Policy-Jan-2021.pdf
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volunteers would be required to complete an application form and comply with our safeguarding procedures, 
including agreeing to an enhanced DBS check. 
 
Harvest 
The children are walking to St Margaret’s’ Church next Thursday 21st October to celebrate Harvest.  This year our 
donations will be for the Gatehouse. I know the Gatehouse would be grateful if you could donate any of the 
following; tinned baked beans, spaghetti, tinned fruit, rice pudding UHT milk, packets of biscuits, tinned tuna, 
‘squeezy’ mayo, sweetcorn, squash, tea, coffee, small packaged cakes, small packs crisps/fruit juice, individual 
chocolate bars. 
 
Online safety  
Some of our children have been talking about how much they are watching the show, Squid Games.  I didn’t know 
much about the programme so, having watched the trailer earlier this week, I wanted to share some safety 
information with you about this programme.  
 
Our IT support is offering a virtual Online Safety Parent Workshop on Tuesday 9th November 8.00pm – 9.pm. This is a 
parent, not child, workshop and will include information about the risks of using the internet and will contain 
materials that are not suitable for children.  If you would like to attend please visit https://123parents.oxon.in  
 
 
To celebrate the Queen’s Jubilee there is an additional bank holiday this academic year which falls in the May half 
term.  Because of this, schools can choose an additional day’s holiday.  We have chosen Monday 6th June 2022.  
 
Update on swimming 
Typically, our Year 4 children would be swimming now, however City Council swimming pools are currently closed 
and so schools are not able to book swimming lessons for their children.  When we are able to do this, we will be 
prioritising our Year 5 children (who missed out on swimming last year due to Covid) and our Year 4 children.  
 
If you have any concerns about your child, in the first instance, please always talk to your child’s teacher. Miss 
Mallon is Head of KS2 and Ms Cheang is Head EYFS and KS1.  Miss Pape, Deputy headteacher, can be contacted by 
emailing her on deputyhead@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk . I am also always happy to meet with parents so 
please contact me on headpa@philandjim.org.uk or telephone me on 01865 311064. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 

 Autumn Term dates  

Year 3 trip to Roald Dahl Museum Tuesday 19th October 

Half term week Monday 25th  - Friday 29th October 

EYFS vision screening Thursday 4th November 

Flu immunisation Tuesday 16th  November 

Year 6 residential to Kilvrough Monday 29th  November - Friday 3rd December 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-need-to-know?fbclid=IwAR0xAUUqGTOZnOG0dSK6wbf1U8mPqRBhsIWWspzDL9kRlHRrJM7fsBvhOKM
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/wakeupwednesday/squid-game-trending-across-platforms-what-parents-need-to-know?fbclid=IwAR0xAUUqGTOZnOG0dSK6wbf1U8mPqRBhsIWWspzDL9kRlHRrJM7fsBvhOKM
https://123parents.oxon.in/
mailto:deputyhead@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk
mailto:headpa@philandjim.org.uk
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whole school visit to pantomime Friday 10th  December 

KS2 carol concert in St Margaret’s Church  Tuesday 14th December  6.00pm - 7.00pm 

EYFS Nativity in St Margaret’s Church Wednesday 15th December 9.30am-10.30am  

YEAR 1 & 2 Nativity in St Margaret’s Church Wednesday 15th December 1.30pm-3.00pm  

End of Autumn Term  Friday 17th December 1.30pm finish 

INSET (school closed for pupils) Tuesday 4th January 

Spring term starts Wednesday 5th January 

 
   
 


