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Friday 5th November 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers,  
 
I hope you are well and your child has enjoyed the week. 
 
I am delighted to share that the rising bollard is finally working.  The hard work and determination shown by 
our Year 6 children and members of our school community, especially two of our parents, Charlotte Laing and 
Jo Bowlt, has paid off.  On behalf of our children and parents - thank you! 
 
The rising bollard will restrict and therefore reduce vehicles coming over the bridge at school pick up and drop 
off times but it will not stop all vehicles, as residents and some essential services still have a right to access the 
area.  Therefore, it is still important to ensure our children know that this is not a pedestrianised area.   

 
 
Writer of the Week! Every week, teachers will nominate a Writer of the Week (for outstanding 
handwriting, creative outcomes or wonderful effort) who will be awarded a certificate and 
have their photo displayed on our Hall of Fame!  This week, our writers are:  
 

 
 

EYP = Zarah 
EYJ = Max 
1P = May 
2P = Lourenco 
3P = Polly 
4P = Ben 
5P = Leah 
6P = Dohun 
Congratulations to all our writers! 
 

Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards    
Year 1: Bronze- Clara, Mia, Jake, Katy, Nicolas 
Year 2: Bronze- Benjamin, Ellie, Harry, Joaquin, Lourenco, Martin, Ryaan, Sebbie, Danielle 
Year 4: Bronze- Niels, Ben, Helene, Grant, Arthur B   
Year 5: Bronze- Rahee 
Year 6: Bronze- Troy, Ivy, Beth, Joe, Eirini, Thomas, Maria, Trini 
 
 
Wraparound care parent survey 
I have been contacted by the parents / carers of 17 pupils in EYFS who have asked me to consider offering more 
after school places to children in EYFS.  We are also aware that the wraparound care needs may well have 
changed over the last two years for others and, therefore, we would like to survey all parents to establish the 
need for wraparound care across the school.  We will use the outcome of that survey to inform our approach in 
order to look to meet that need as well as we can.   
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All parents will be sent a questionnaire to complete today (which will close on Friday 12th November) and we 
will publish the results of the survey by Monday, 6th December.  Included will be a summary of the responses 
and a detailed action plan, so all parents receive information on possible solutions, provision implications and 
potential risks.   
 
Parent WhatsApp Groups  
Recently, I have been contacted by a number of parents who are concerned about some comments made on 
parents’ WhatsApp groups.  I am, of course, always happy to listen and support but I would not directly get 
involved in a WhatsApp conversation unless I was concerned about the safety of a child or if comments 
breached our Parent Code of Conduct.  WhatsApp groups can be a positive way to build community, and I 
would hope that our parent body, including the many new parents and carers who join us throughout the year, 
would benefit from that supportive network.  
 
Anti-Bullying Week 15th-19th November 2021  
Phil and Jim will be participating in the Anti-Bullying 
Alliance's Anti-Bullying Week this year. This year's theme is 
‘One Kind Word’ and children will be encouraged to think 
about the positive impact that one kind word or action can 
have in combatting bullying behaviour. 
 
 
Ask if someone’s OK. Say you’re sorry. Just say hey. 
In a world that can sometimes feel like it’s filled with 
negativity, one kind word can provide a moment of hope. It can be a turning point. It can change someone’s 
perspective. It can change their day. It can change the course of a conversation and break the cycle of bullying. 
 
Children will: 

 Participate in a whole-school project to create books of their kind words, which they will be able to look 
at in the library. 

 Think about anti-bullying in their PSHE lesson. 

 Have an assembly in their classes to talk and think about this year's Anti-Bullying Week theme: One Kind 
Word. 

If you or your child have any concerns about bullying behaviour that may be happening in school, please 
contact your child’s teacher in the first instance. Our anti-bullying policy can be found on the school website. 
 
We hope you have a good weekend. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Parent-code-of-conduct-May-2021.pdf
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word
https://anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/anti-bullying-week-2021-one-kind-word
https://philandjim.org.uk/information/school-policies/


 
 
 
 

SS Philip and James’ Church of England  
                                         VA Primary School 

                                              With love we flourish  

3 
 

 

School Christmas lunch this year will be on Thursday 9th December. 
Here is the menu. The light option remains the same, egg and spoon roll 
(egg mayo).  
If you already have a lunch booking for this day and would like to change or 
cancel your reservation, please do so via your magic booking account. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
PTA News 
Thank you to all the children for participating in the photo shoot for the annual PTA calendar. We will let you 
know as soon as it is printed and ready for sale. The calendars make a lovely gift for the holidays.  
 
Please continue to support the PTA by using Easyfundraising and by signing up for Classlist. We send official PTA 
communications through the newsletter and through Classlist…so sign up to stay connected!  
 
 

We have organised a trip to the pantomime at the Oxford 

Playhouse to see Robin Hood on Friday 10th December.  It is 

a matinee showing so children should be picked up at usual 

time.  

 

'Feared by the bad, loved by the good, taking from the rich to give to 

the poor. Robin Hood and his Merry Band are our favourite outlaws, 

especially when they treat us to songs, dance, laughter, and derring-do in an Oxford Playhouse Christmas Panto! Robin and his 

Merry Gang live in Sherwood Forest to escape crippling taxes and the out-and-out nastiness of the wicked Sheriff of Nottingham. 

Weekly Reading tips- Week 4 

· Take a look at the pictures. You don’t just have to read the words on the page. Maybe there’s something 
funny in the pictures that you can giggle about together, or perhaps your child enjoys guessing what will 
happen next. 

· Which words do you think best describe this character? 

· When your child thinks about a character’s traits, they may begin to decide if they would make the same 
decisions as that character. It also encourages your child to consider the relationships between characters. 
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Will our rebel heroes get the better of him, find a way to outwit the forces of evil and build a brighter future? Come along and 

find out and share in the magic and sparkle that is Christmas at Oxford Playhouse. Sherwood be a crime to miss it! 

Get ready to shout for the goodies, boo the baddies, sing along with the merry folk in green tights and cheer all the heroes 

who’ve come to our rescue in these extraordinary times! 

 

No child will be excluded due to inability to pay, however the visit cannot go ahead if insufficient funds are 

collected. Please log in to your Magic Booking account to make a voluntary contribution of £12.50 by Monday 

29th November to give consent for your child to take part in the visit. 

If you do not wish for your child to attend the pantomime, please let the school office know via email. 
 
 

 Autumn Term dates  

Flu immunisation Tuesday 16th  November 

Dress-Up for Medieval Day Wednesday 17th November  

Interfaith Prayer Meeting at the St Margaret’s 
Institute 

Wednesday 17th November 9.00am-10.00am 

Year 6 residential to Kilvrough Monday 29th  November - Friday 3rd December 

Whole school visit to Pantomime Friday 10th  December 

KS2 carol concert in St Margaret’s Church  Tuesday 14th December  6.00pm - 7.00pm 

EYFS Nativity in St Margaret’s Church Wednesday 15th December 9.30am-10.30am  

YEAR 1 & 2 Nativity in St Margaret’s Church Wednesday 15th December 1.30pm-3.00pm  

End of Autumn Term  Friday 17th December 1.30pm finish 

INSET (school closed for pupils) Tuesday 4th January 

Spring term starts Wednesday 5th January 

   

Community News  

 
Saturday 6 November 2021, 13.00 – 17.00 
Manzil Way, Oxford 
 
Attention North Oxford People-   
From 1pm meet at Summertown Co-op for 1.30 departure, arrive 
Broad St 2.30.  
Route: Banbury Rd, across St Margaret's, Kingston Rd, Walton St, 
Little Clarendon St, St Giles. #oxfordshirecop26 
 

 
Interfaith Prayer Meeting 
St Margaret’s Church invites parents and carers of all faiths to our first Interfaith Prayer Meeting on Wednesday 
17th November from 9-10am at the St Margaret’s Institute (front room).  For this first meeting we’ll be 
exploring how we can pray together for our school community and how often we might like to meet.  All 
welcome and there will be no pressure to join in. 
Eva Walters 


