
 
 

 

 

 

With love we flourish 

   

 With love we flourish 

 

“I have come that you may have life in all its fullness.” John 10:10 

 

Our Christian vision is the foundation of our school and allows us to: 

● Respect and love everyone for who they are 

● Celebrate and serve our diverse community 

● Nurture a passion for education so everyone can realise their potential 
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English is recognised in our school as being the foundation on which all other curriculum 
areas are built, as well as being a core subject in its own right. With this responsibility, 
English must be progressive, stimulating and a showcase of achievement. 

English can be divided into 3 strands; writing (including grammar and punctuation), reading, 
and spoken language. At SS Philip and James’ we recognise that through each of these 
strands can be, and often are, taught independent of one another, the skills from each must 
be transferable. Together, a true understanding and appreciation of English is born.  

Curriculum Intent:  

At SS Philip and James School, we aim to foster an enjoyment of reading and writing and 

arm children with the confidence and skills they need to be effective communicators who 

can successfully engage with the next steps in their education and use reading and writing 

as a life-long skill. Each child will be offered rich experiences that will enable them to 

develop a love of writing and reading. Through the exposure of rich texts, children will 

explore and achieve.  

Implementation:  

Every year, children will learn and develop reading and writing (including phonics, spellings, 

punctuation and grammar); an understanding of key vocabulary; and a knowledge of a 

wealth of challenging texts.  

In order to implement our intent, our children will be given opportunities to:  

● Experience a language-rich environment where spoken language, reading and writing 

are integrated.  

● Participate in modelled, shared, guided and independent writing including composing 

on screen.  

● Write for a variety of purposes and readers in a range of forms.  

● Write to explore ideas, emotions and opinions, and communicate them factually and 

emotionally.  

● Enjoy writing. 

● Play with language – rhythm, rhyme and figurative language – to enrich their writing.  

● Use writing to help share ideas for non-written outcomes e.g. drama or presentations.  

● Understand, use and extend their range of vocabulary by investigating and 

experimenting with language.  

● Talk about and plan what they are going to write.  

● Check their work in relation to specific criteria.  

● Write without prompting, making their own decisions about form and content.  

● Organise structure and design and present ideas using traditional and digital means.  



 
 

● Use appropriate vocabulary and terminology to discuss, consider and evaluate their 

own work and that of others.  

● Develop strategies for editing and proofreading their own writing.  

● Develop increasing competence in writing using standard English. 

● Use a variety of strategies to spell accurately.  

● Develop increasing competence in the use of spelling, grammar and punctuation.  

● Use a legible, cursive style of handwriting.   

● Teach them to read accurately and fluently using a range of strategies. 
● Help them to understand and respond to what they read using inference and 

deduction where appropriate. 
● Encourage them to read a wide range of fiction and non-fiction books. 
● Encourage them to read independently and for enjoyment. 
● Teach them how to seek information and learn from the written word. 

Statutory Requirements  

Statutory requirements for the teaching and learning of English are laid out in the National 

Curriculum in England: English Programmes of Study – Key Stages 1 and 2 and in the 

Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage.   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-

programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study 

Time Allocation and Organisation 

In Key Stage 1 & 2, English is taught for 5 hours each week; usually in the form of an hour’s 

English lesson a day. Reading is taught for 30 minutes every morning in KS1 and KS2. In 

EYFS, English is taught through a daily Literacy lesson, and through child-initiated activities 

and play-based learning throughout the day –as planned by the teachers.  

Strategies & Practises (Teaching and Learning) 

● English (reading and writing) is taught everyday through timetabled sessions.  
● Grammar and punctuation skills are taught as specific learning objectives, and through 

extended writing sessions.  
● Spellings are taught as part of extended writing sessions, and grammar lessons. 
● Poetry is made accessible through choral performances and recitals.  
● Topic-based projects raise the profile and value of English throughout the school. 
● Drama-based assemblies enable pupils to develop their spoken language skills. 
● All teachers are formally observed teaching English at least once a year to ensure 

standards are at least good. 
● Marking and books is monitored at least termly to ensure standards are 

maintained/progressive. 
● The school’s library is continuously developed and is an engaging environment 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study/national-curriculum-in-england-english-programmes-of-study


 
 

● Book fairs highlight the importance of reading, and encourage children to see reading as 
a pleasurable and enjoyable experience.  

● Book corners and class/corridor displays are used to motivate and inspire pupils.  
● All pupils are given a reading book for homework to complement the teaching and 

learning taking place in school. 
● Parental involvement is encouraged through workshops, parents’ meetings and 

assemblies. 
● English extends into home-life through homework and competitions, creating a culture of 

English that extends beyond the school day. 
● Phonics is embedded in the EYFS and KS1 curriculum to provide a strong foundation on 

which to develop the pupils’ writing skills.  
● Opportunities to develop and challenge pupils with higher attainment are provided 

through extra-curricular activities, and differentiated teaching. 
● Formal assessments take place every term to assess pupils’ learning and progression.  
● English lessons incorporate ‘Steps to Success’ (Success Criteria) at least once per week, as 

a means of self and peer assessment for the pupils.  
 
Breadth of Study: Coverage, Projects and Topics (including cross-curricular links) 

Fiction, narrative, poetry and drama: 

At SS Philip and James’, we use quality texts to cover narrative and poetry. Pupils study class-

based texts for a minimum of 1 week, and in that time will use the text to explore the specific 

strands and skills of narrative writing, reading, or spoken language as required in their year 

group.   

Non-fiction and non-literary texts: 

Teachers refer to the National Curriculum for guidance on non-fiction teaching.  

Whole-school Projects: 

At SS Philip and James’, whole school projects in English take place at least 4 times a year.  

Outcomes may be project specific, but must be at least three of the following: 

∙  Pupils have produced at least 3 (4 at KS2) quality pieces of extended writing 

∙  Pupils have accessed and understood and enjoyed the text or narrative 

∙  Displays and book corners reflect the project’s theme 

∙  Pupils have been given opportunities to participate in thematic competitions 

∙  Pupils have performed in a drama-based class assembly or recital  

∙  Pupils are inspired and motivated to further explore the text type, genre or author 

independently 



 
 

∙ Pupils’ experiences and understanding have been broadened through cross-curricular links 

and educational visits  

Whole-school Projects: 

Autumn 1: Choral Poetry/Reports (linked to Black History) and class novels 

Autumn 2: Myths & Legends (British or Greek)/Science-fiction (Classic or contemporary) 

Spring 1: Classic Poetry Recitals & Journalism (current affairs) & Female Author Focus 

Spring 2: Fantasy project or classic author (Charles Dickens/William Shakespeare) and non-

fiction 

Summer 1: Class novels and texts (including picture books) 

Summer 2: Class texts & Journalism (linked to Humanities) 

Writing 

Writing is taught primarily through class texts and projects. This is in order to ensure that 

children understand that writing is purposeful and contextual.  

Through focused projects, pupils are exposed to a variety of writing styles – and writing that 

is both classic and contemporary.  

Writing Strategies & Practises: 

∙  Teachers follow the National Curriculum. 

∙  Objectives are provided for whole school projects. 

∙  At least once a week, there should be opportunities for extended writing in English lessons 

– this does not exclude opportunities for extended writing in other subjects, which is a key 

opportunity to cement basic skills across the curriculum. 

∙  Pupils in KS2 have opportunities to draft and edit writing – so that they follow the practises 

of a good writer. 

Grammar and Punctuation: 

Grammar skills are incorporated into writing lessons, but specifically tailored Grammar 

sessions will be taught at least once a week in years 1 – 6. 

Grammar and Punctuation Strategies & Practices: 

∙  Teachers follow Scholastic’s Grammar and Punctuation scheme as guidance, and the 

Revised National Curriculum. 

∙  Teachers use the school’s moderation sheets (based on the National Curriculum) to assess 

writing, which incorporates grammar and punctuation targets. 



 
 

∙ Grammar and punctuation is also taught in the context of extended writing, showing pupils 

how grammar and punctuation form text types.  

Handwriting 

Our aims at SS Philip and James’: 

∙  Develop neat, legible, and cursive handwriting from Year 1 

● Children will be taught to lead in from the line and join every letter with a few exceptions 

e.g. q.  

∙  Develop the pupils’ own critical analysis of their handwriting 

∙  Develop a sense of pride in pupils in the appearance of their work 

∙  Develop speed writing with ease 

Handwriting Strategies & Practices: 

In order to achieve the aims, handwriting must be taught by: 

∙  Use of LetterJoin (online access) to model and teach 

∙  Regular daily/weekly teaching (depending on the year group) 

∙  Modelling by the teacher of correct letter formations 

● Marking and handwriting by the teacher being of a high standard 

∙  Providing examples for pupils of different levelled pieces of handwriting (KS2) 

∙  Correct use of terminology by pupils as well as staff 

∙  Ensuring pupils adopt the correct posture when writing 

∙  Teaching the correct pencil and pen grip 

See Appendix 2 for more information.  

Reading 

Reading expectations at school: 

- Class texts are thoughtfully selected to ensure that high-quality texts lead to 

enjoyment, and high-quality writing opportunities.  

- Whole school projects immerse the pupils in reading and encourage exploration of a 

variety of genres and text types (independently)  

- We celebrate World Book Day each year and also hold book fairs twice per year, to 

further promote reading. 



 
 

- We regularly read 1:1 with each pupil (a combination of teachers and TAs can do this), 

using a book closely matched to their attainment level - this will not be their home 

reading book and will most likely be part of their guided reading session.  

- We teach whole class guided reading at least 4x a week using the guidance below 

- We regularly use the library and work with the librarian (once a week). 

- We read our class book regularly with the children. 

- We make full use of our classroom reading corners. 

- We check reading records regularly and give the following house points: 

● 3x recordings = 1 house point 

● 5x recordings = 2 house points 

● 7x recordings = 3 house points 

- Staff are deployed throughout the school to work with children in order to improve 

their fluency, intonation, decoding skills and comprehension.  

-  

Guided Reading 

Every class has a timetabled a guided reading slot: 

Monday Cracking comprehension 

Tuesday Problem Solving and imagery 

Wednesday Independent reading 

Thursday Cracking comprehension 

Friday  Independent reading.  

Cracking Comprehension: the teacher will present a short extract to the class, and together 

they will work with it – according to the objective set by the teacher. 

Problem solving and imagery: the teacher will present an image, riddle or short story to the 

class. It is an opportunity for inference, and analysis. 

Independent reading: the children will read their own books independently. The teacher and 

TA will listen to children read on a 1-1 basis, and complete their reading record books.  

Home Reading  

Home reading is encouraged and is an integral part of the child’s development. In order to 

have strong communication between teachers and parents/carers, each child has a 

home/school reading diary where both the staff and parents can write comments about 

how the child is progressing with his/her reading. Children have the opportunity to use 

books from the Library for independent research.  



 
 

Each wet area has banded books following the Oxford Reading Tree system (see appendix 1). 

In EYFS and KS1, children can take home Read Write Inc. books that are matched to their 

phonics level. These children, alongside KS2, will also take home a Banded Book which will 

most likely be a Collins Big Cat book. When a child has read the banded books we have in 

school, they will use the banded books that are accessible online through Collins Big Cat 

eBooks. In KS2, pupils continue to work through the levels from where they were in KS1, until 

they become ‘free readers’. Reading books and record books are kept in the pupil’s school 

bag, and are brought to school every day. 

Reading expectations at home  

- Children are expected to read every day at home – preferably with an adult but not 

necessarily for more experienced readers. 

- Children are expected to have their reading records filled in daily. 

- Key Stage 2 children can independently fill out their reading records but we expect a 

parent signature alongside each entry.  

- We are encouraging parents to focus on discussing our six key reading skills when 

exploring books at home and are asking them to make reference to these in reading 

records:  

● Inference and Deduction 

● Visualise 

● Breakdown and Repair 

● Background Knowledge 

● VIP and Gist 

● Predict, ask questions, wonder 

 

Class Libraries/Reading Corners 

Our class libraries are welcoming spaces that children can curl up in to read a book. These 

spaces are personalised to each class and enticing. They contain a selection of fiction, non-

fiction and poetry books. Often, teachers will choose books from the school library related 

to the class topic to ensure the class library is relevant to the current learning. Class Libraries 

and Reading Corners will be updated and changed to suit the class or school’s current topic.  

School Library 

This is a space that is regularly timetabled for each class to use as well as being open during 

lunch times. Pupils can choose to take home a book from the library, to read alongside their 

banded book (or have it read to them). During a library session, children will be taught how 

to select a book that appeals to them; be read to and have time to enjoy sharing a range of 

texts. 

Reading for Pleasure 



 
 

This is essential to the development of reading skills. Through Reading for Pleasure, children 

have been found to develop a plethora of positive outcomes, including: empathy and 

progress in the development of vocabulary and spelling. We actively promote and encourage 

this through our school library and whole school English projects.  

Class Book 

In school, all children are read to every day as a class. We aim for class book time to be 

captivating and unmissable, like the next episode of your favourite television programme. It 

is a time in the day that the children look forward to and relish.  

Phonics:  

Phonics teaching underpins all early reading and writing. The aim is to ensure that as pupils 

progress through the Early Years and Key Stage 1, they continue to learn new grapheme-

phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and revise and consolidate those they have already learnt. 

The school aims for children to understand that the letter(s) on the page represent the 

sounds in spoken words (GPCs) and this underpins pupils’ reading and spelling of all words. 

We use the Read Write Inc scheme to support our phonics teaching.  

A minimum of 30 minutes of phonics is taught every day in Reception and KS1. 

Phonics Strategies & Practices: 

∙ All classes follow the phonics scheme Read Write Inc.  

∙ Additional support is in place for those pupils identified in Year 3 as needing phonics 

intervention.  

Impact: 

Writing Assessment Procedure: 

Teachers will continually assess pupils’ writing, adapting planning to ensure identified gaps 

are taught and assessed.  Good feedback and formative assessment will ensure that all 

pupils make good progress across the curriculum.   

All teachers will formally assess writing three/six times per year.  The Curriculum Leader 

along with the English subject lead will ensure moderation takes place so all staff are secure 

in their assessment of writing. (Identifying: working towards expected standard, working at 

the expected standard and working at greater depth). 

Members of SLT and SMT will use key points - end of EYFS, Year 2 and Year 6 - to make 

statements about progress that will be shared externally.  

Reading Assessment Procedure: 



 
 

• Pupils are tested through NFER in the autumn, spring and summer term, as an end of term 

assessment. Pupils in years 2 and 6 use practice SATs papers. Pupils are tested at least three 

times a year, formally.  

• At the end of year 2 and 6 all pupils take the national SATs tests in English and are graded 

accordingly. 

Phonics Assessment Procedure: 

∙  The national phonics screening check is taken individually by all children in Year 1 in 

England, and is usually taken in June. 

● Children will also take part in termly RWI phonics assessments to monitor progress 

and group the children.  

Assessment Timetable – Yearly 

Sept. Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 

2  

Writing 

(baseline) 

 Writing (Writing) Writing (Writing) Writing 

  Spoken 

Language 

Spoken 

Language 

Spoken 

Language 

 Spoken 

Language 

  Reading  Reading  Reading 

Teachers meet with parents formally on two occasions throughout the year, to discuss 

pupils’ progress in English. Snapshot reports are made to parents twice yearly, with a full 

written report provided at the end of Spring 2. The reports describe their child’s attitude 

to English, their effort and progress. 

Feedback and Marking:  

Children are given feedback in accordance with the school’s marking and feedback policy and 

may be in the form of teacher, self or peer assessment.   

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Marking-Policy-2016.pdf  

Assessment is a continuous process at SS Philip and James’. Informal assessments are made 

during each lesson – in the form of questioning and observation. At the end of each lesson, 

work completed by the pupils is marked and (either verbal or written) comments (instructive 

and motivating) are given. This process informs future planning and allows the teacher to 

target those pupils who may be struggling or, conversely, demonstrate a high ability in 

English. Clear guidance is given to children on how they can improve their work (which is 

specifically linked to the Success Criteria) and they are given sufficient time to respond to 

feedback, which may be given verbally or written.   

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/Marking-Policy-2016.pdf


 
 

Summative assessment of writing takes place every term and progress is closely tracked by 

English Subject Leaders, class teachers, phase leaders and SLT. The English leader and 

Curriculum leader will choose a genre of writing to assess three/six times within the academic 

year (this will include writing pieces from other subject areas). These pieces of writing provide 

teachers with another clear measure to assessing progress across the year and to identify 

any gaps for individuals or groups of pupils. In Years 2 and 6, the Interim Assessment 

Framework is used to assess the children’s writing attainment throughout the year. This 

occurs regularly, after the completion of each writing assessment, to help the teacher assess 

the gaps in learning and plan accordingly. 

At the end of the school year, the pupils will be asked to pick a piece of writing that they feel 

shows their best quality writing for the year. This piece of writing will be photocopied and 

passed on to their next teacher to set a baseline for each pupil’s real writing skills. With this 

practice, we aim to stop the summer from backtracking the pupils’ writing ability, skills and 

presentation. 

Equal Opportunities / Special Educational Needs and Disabilities  

We believe that a broad and balanced English education is the entitlement of all pupils 

within the school. We continuously strive to ensure the equal provision of English for all 

pupils regardless of their gender, race, religion, or physical or intellectual ability. 

We achieve these goals in English by: 

∙  Planning differentiated work to suit the ability and needs of our pupils.  

∙  Providing intervention for struggling learners (including enrichment opportunities). 

∙  Allowing access to stimulating and challenging reading materials. 

∙  Ensuring that topic content is relevant and accessible to all pupils. 

∙  Ensuring our expectations do not limit pupil achievement. 

∙  Ensuring examples are free from stereotyping (for example, work chosen to be 

displayed) 

 

Roles and Responsibilities 

English Leader: 

● To lead the development of English in the school and ensure its profile is maintained 

● To monitor teaching and assessment 

● To assess and monitor pupils’ progress in English 

● To provide guidance to individual staff members 



 
 

● To regularly update staff on new frameworks, expectations and schemes 

● To review and monitor the success of planned projects and topics 

● To be responsible for the organisation of the English resources 

 

Appendix 1 
Independent and Guided Reading Book Bandings 

Book Band/ 
Colour 

Words RWI Colour 
Phonics 
Phase 

Normal 
Range of 

Achievement 
during the 
year and 
for year 

group at end 
of year 

0 Lilac 0    

1 Pink Under 25 Ditty Photocopies Phase 2 Reception 
2 Red 25-45/ 45-80 Ditty Books Phase 3 reception, Y1 

3 Yellow 80-120  Green Phase 3/4 reception, Y1 
4 Blue 100-200 Purple Phase 4/5 F2, Y1 

5 Green 200-300 Pink Phase 5 Y1, Y2 

6 Orange 300-450  Orange Phase 5/6 Y1, Y2 
7 Turquoise 450-600  Yellow Phase 5/6 Y1, Y2, Y3 

8 Purple 600-850 Blue Phase 6 Y2, Y3 
9 Gold 850-1100  Grey Phase 6 Y2, Y3, Y4 

10 White 1100-1500   Y3, Y4, Y5 
11 Lime 1500-2000   Y3, Y4, Y5, Y6 

12 Brown Over 2000   Y4, Y5, Y6 

13 Grey    Y4, Y5, Y6 

14 Dark Blue    Y5, Y6 
15 Dark Red    Y6 

16 Black    Y6 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 2 
Models Used: 
Lower Case Letters: 

 
Capital Letters: 

 
Numbers: 
 



 
 

Computer font: Linkpen 26b join 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 


