SS Philip and James’ Church of England
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Friday 3rd December 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
I hope you are keeping well.
Writers of the Week
Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for outstanding handwriting, creative outcomes or wonderful
effort). Our writers of the week are presented with a certificate in celebration assembly each Friday and have their
photo displayed on our Hall of Fame! Congratulations to all our writers!
EYP- Felicity
EYJ- Jeremiah
Year 1- Everett
Year 2- Jalen

Year 3- Anna
Year 4- Arthur C
Year 5- Elijah
Year 6- On residential

House Point Awards
We expect all our children to follow our school rules because everyone in our school has the right to learn, to be
respected and to be safe. Our school rules are: 1) We will work hard; 2) We will respect each other and school
property; 3) We will listen to and follow instructions. We award house points to children who demonstrate
behaviours over and above Phil & Jim expectation, for example for looking after other children, encouraging others
to behave well, encouraging others, being helpful, celebrating the achievement of others, being a role model for
other children. Children can also earn house points for regular reading. Therefore, when a child earns a House Point
Award, we are always proud of the hard work that has gone into that achievement.
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards
Year 1: Bronze- Eirik, Arabella, Amalya, David Silver- Maya
Year 2: Bronze- Lydia, Ellie, Oscar, Evie, Finely Silver- Alvin, Bella, Tarja
Year 3: Bronze- Polly, Tilo, Sophie
Year 4: Bronze- David Silver- Lilly, Arnau, Sobik, Melody, Harry, Thomas, Isobel, Annie, Grayson, Chaniah, Jess,
Jack, Vivien, Rakesh
Year 5: Silver- Ismael Gold- Emma
Our Year 6 pupils are heading back to Oxford from a week at Kilvrough Manor. Although we have missed them this
week, we are so pleased that during these uncertain times, they have been able to enjoy a week of adventure. We
are looking forward to hearing about their experiences. I would like to thank all the staff who went on the trip and
appreciate their commitment to the children. I’m sure you will join me in wishing them a truly well deserved,
relaxing weekend.
We still have high hopes that our pupils can enjoy taking part in Christmas performances this year. However, we
remain mindful that with the increasing Covid rate, we may need to make last minute changes. If that is the case,
our plan is to record the performances and share those with you. We had planned to host a carol concert which now
won't be possible so, instead, each class will be recording their contribution which we will share with you before the
end of term.
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Rev’d Daniel Walters
On Tuesday evening, I had the pleasure of representing Phil & Jim at the
Institution, Induction and Installation of the Revd Daniel Walters. Since Rev’d
Andrew Bunch retired in July 2019, Daniel has worked with us as an associate
priest. He was appointed as Andrew’s successor earlier this year as Vicar of St
Giles and St Philip & St James with St Margaret. On behalf of all pupils, parents,
staff and governors I warmly welcome you to Phil & Jim as our new Vicar and very
much look forward to your continued work with us.

Extended Schools Manager
I am delighted to let you know that, from Monday 6th December, Mr Luke Prew will take over as Extended Schools
Manager. Mr Prew knows the children and the school well and is well positioned to work with us to develop our
Extended Schools programme. Mr Prew is working with us to analyse the Extended Schools Survey results which we
will communicate with you next week. Undoubtedly, Mr Prew will be making some changes to how Breakfast Club
and After School Club are run, which he will communicate to you in due course.
St Giles Oxford Susan Kidd Charity Award Announcement
The Phil & Jim Board of Governors would like to graciously thank the St Giles Oxford Susan Kidd Charity for its £400
grant to the School’s Reading and Writing Programme for a Whole-School Project on Fantasy stories (e.g., C. S.
Lewis’s The Lion the Witch and the Wardrobe). The grant will allow the School to purchase the books necessary for
this project. Please join the Governors in also thanking the school’s recently arrived Deputy Head, Ms. Pape, for all
of her hard work developing the proposal that secured the grant.
Nancy Upton (school governor)
Unsung Hero: Dr Sarah Griffiths from Summertown Stars Warriors named BBC South 2021 winner
Dr Sarah Griffiths, one of our parents, was named as BBC South 2021 unsung Hero winner for her work with
Summertown Stars Warriors, a disability football team. Sarah has been invited to the national judging at BBC Sports
Personality of the Year on the 19th December. How fortunate we are to have such a marvellously inspiring woman in
our school community. Hats off to you Sarah!
Ellie House, who is one of our EYFS teaching assistants, is leaving Phil & Jim at the end of the term. During the first
lockdown Miss House learnt Korean and will go to South Korea in the new year to teach English as an additional
language. Miss House is committed and devoted to Early Years and has had an amazing impact on the children. I am
sorry to see her leave us but we are incredibly proud that she is spreading her wings and enthusiasm all over the
world.
Wishing you a peaceful weekend.
Yours sincerely,

Ms Sarah Awuye
Headteacher

2

SS Philip and James’ Church of England
VA Primary School
With love we flourish

Autumn Term dates
Christmas Bazaar & Christmas Dinner
Whole school to Pantomime/ Xmas Jumper Day
EYFS Nativity in St Margaret’s Church
YEAR 1 & 2 Nativity in St Margaret’s Church
YEAR 1 & 2 Nativity in St Margaret’s Church
End of Autumn Term
INSET (school closed for pupils)
Spring term starts

Thursday 9th December
Friday 10th December
Wednesday 15th December 9.30am
Monday 13th December 1.30pm
Wednesday 15th December 1.30pm
Friday 17th December 1.30pm finish
Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January

Christmas Jumper Day is coming! Friday 10th December
Please click link to donate to Save the Children

https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/SS-Philip-and-James-Primary-School-CJD21

REMINDER- please remember to book your Parents’ Evening slot, the form is open on ParentMail until 10th
December.

As you might know, one of the most anticipated events that we run at
school is the ‘Christmas Bazaar’ and it takes place in just one weeks’
time! The children can shop for Christmas presents for their family (and
often find a treat for themselves too). The Bazaar will be held on
Thursday 9th December during the school day.
What we desperately need is donations! Ideally, at least 10 items from
each child, which we then use as the stock for the Bazaar for the children to buy their ‘secret family purchases’ on
the day. Examples include toiletries, sweets, stationary, toys, books, bags, jewellery, etc. We need good quality,
new or nearly new items, as remember, whatever is donated may come back as a family present! All toiletries must
be unopened. There are IKEA bags in each cloakroom to receive the donations. You can bring in the
donations anytime between now and Tuesday 7th December. If you have already donated items, but have more to
give, please do bring them in. You can place donations into any of the IKEA bags. Anything unsold after the Bazaar
will be taken to charity.
On the day of the Bazaar, please send each of your children to school with a maximum of £2.00 spending money (in
small change if possible), in a purse, along with a bag to carry home their purchases. Each class will be brought to
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the Bazaar to shop by their class teacher. All the items donated will be priced 10p, 20p, 50p and £1, so all the
children can find exciting gifts for their loved ones!
For any other information, please contact Delia (delia@swm.me.uk), Isabel’s mum in year 5.
Having a clear out?
After School Club are always grateful for any quality board games. If your family have outgrown any, please consider
donating them to the school.
From the PTA
The PTA Calendar is ready and will be for sale from, Monday 6 December. The first week of sales (6-10 Dec) will be
by BACS only, details will be sent via class list. Please put your childs name and class as a reference. If you pay by
midday Thursday 9th or Thursday 16th December the PTA endeavour to have the calendars sent home via the class
teachers on the Friday. The second week we will confirm times via classlist, but we will sell both before and after
school in the Aristotle Lane playing fields. The calendars will be £5 each.

Reading Tips Week 7
Read yourself! It doesn’t matter what it is – pick up a newspaper or magazine, take a look at
a cookery book, read a computer manual, enjoy some poetry or dive into a romance or
detective novel. And get your children to join in – if you’re cooking, could they read the
recipe? If you’re watching TV, can they read out the listings?
Can you make up a different ending to this story?
Your child will need to reflect on the story to answer this question and will also need to think
comprehensively about the various routes the plot could have taken.

FLU Catch Up sessions

Community Clinics for those that missed the main school FLU session are now available to book online
here: - https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/ClinicBooking/Booking
To book a clinic appointment, you will need the Booking Reference Number – found on the confirmation
email you will have received when the FLU Consent Form was submitted.
Clinics are being held across the County in November and December.
If you missed the deadline to consent for the Flu vaccination, and now wish to submit a consent form,
please do so by following the link below, then follow the instructions above to book a clinic appointment.
PLEASE ONLY SUBMIT A CONSENT IF YOU HAVE NOT PREVIOUSLY DONE SO.
CONSENT FORM
PLEASE CLICK ON THE FOLLOWING LINK https://www.oxfordhealthimms.co.uk/forms/flu
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If you have any difficulties accessing or completing the Consent Form, please email
ImmunisationTeam@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk call the Immunisation Team on 07920 254 400
The school will not be able to assist you will need to contact NHS Health.

Community News
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The Oxford & Cambridge Singing School will be running
their Christmas course 2021 at Worcester College,
Oxford.
As well as fabulous repertoire (Carols and festive music
from around the world) they also have a great coaching
team including Dr Edward Wickham (Director of Music at
St Catharine’ College, Cambridge) and Thomas Allery
(formerly Director of Music at Worcester College,
Oxford).
Here's some more information:
When: 20 & 21st December (Monday & Tuesday) for
those aged 7-13.
Where: Worcester College, Oxford
Repertoire: Christmas Carols and Festive music from
around the world.
How: booking is via our
website www.oxbridgesingingschool.com . Bursaries are
always available on our courses.
Covid: We adjust our courses to whatever Covid
guidance is in place at the time of the course to ensure
the safety of both our participants and our staff.

The school has
2 Christmas
trees, one in
the hall and
one in the
reception, that
are free to
anyone who
wishes to have them. Collection must
be after school on Friday 17th. If you’d
like one, please let the office know
and we will have it ready for you to
take at the end of school day.
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