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Friday 10th December 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I hope this finds everyone 
well. 
  
We had another fun-filled 
week at P&J. Thank you to 
the PTA for the festive 
Bazaar they organised for 
our children. They 
thoroughly embraced the 
independence to do their 
Christmas shopping.  
 

 
 
Despite not making it to the Panto today, the school 
had a cheerful spirit. Christmas Jumper Day helped. 
So far, P&J has raised £710 for Children in Need. 
Thank you.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A note from our Deputy Head, Kirsty Pape-  
 
Dear children, 
It has been wonderful to hear how much you all enjoyed our English project on British Myths & Legends. I am 
therefore sure that you will be very excited to hear that from 10th January we will be launching a BRAND-NEW 
English project: Classic Poetry and Recitals. 
As part of this two-week project, you will be studying a classic poem from a famous poet and then reciting the poem 
(as a class) in assembly. There will also be a recital competition (Yrs 2 -6) which you can choose to enter. For the 
competition, you will be given a selection of poems to choose from, you will learn one of them off by heart and then 
recite it in front of a panel of judges. I am sure you agree it promises to be a wonderful project, and I hope many of 
you choose to take part in the recital competition! 
 
Dear parents, 
As part of our new English curriculum, we will be launching a project focussed around classic poetry and famous 
poets from our literary history, from 10th January. The specific focus will be on exploring context, language choices 

Early Years enjoying their first P&J Christmas 
Bazaar 
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and the poet's intent. The pupils will study a variety of poets, ranging from AA Milne in Year 1 to William Blake in 
Year 6. As part of this project, I will be running a recital competition for pupils in Years 2 - 6, in which they will have 
the opportunity to learn a famous poem and recite it in front of a panel of judges. Both the recital competition and 
the whole-class recitals will focus on performance skills and literary understanding, and I am sure the children will 
enthusiastically embrace the opportunity to take part in this exciting new project.   
       
 
Writers of the Week - Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for outstanding handwriting, creative 

outcomes or wonderful effort).  Our writers of the week are presented with a certificate 
in celebration assembly each Friday and have their photo displayed on our Hall of Fame! 
Congratulations to all our writers! 
 
 
 

EYP- Luca  Year 3- Rafi 
EYJ-  Theia   Year 4- Clara 
Year 1- Joseph   Year 5- Spiro 
Year 2- Safeeya  Year 6- Romola 

 
 

House Point Awards 
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards    
Year 1: Bronze- Izzy, Charlotte, Olivia, Zahra   Silver- Olwen 
Year 2: Bronze- Tatsuya, Elli, Cordelia, Sofia   Silver- Erin 
Year 3: Bronze- Alice, Anna, Yuna 
Year 5: Silver-Marc, Edward, Clara  Gold- Luca 
Year 6: Bronze- AmirTaha, Louise 
 
Reminders-  

 
 PE kits- All children are required to have a PE kit at school. During PE children go out in 
all weathers, often getting wet, therefore it is essential they have a change of clothes 
(including socks), so they are not sitting in wet/damp clothes the remainder of the day. 
 
Phil & Jim have a PE kit (see photo) you can buy online at 
https://www.bluebloodsports.co.uk/st-philip-and-st-james-school or at the Blue Blood 
Sports shop in The Covered Market (01865 247 716). 
 
Alternatively, you can assemble your own consisting of a tracksuit, shorts, a t-shirt, a 
sweatshirt, socks, and a waterproof jacket. All items labelled please.  
 

 
Outdoor learning- Likewise, please ensure your children have (named) wellies and waterproofs at school for their 
outdoor learning sessions. It is a fun part of their week and much of the enjoyment is usurped when they are not 
adequately dressed.  
 
Parents evening- Tuesday 11th January or Thursday 13th January. You should have now booked your parents evening 
session and will receive the MS Teams invitation to your virtual parents meeting by the end of day 7th January. 
 
Having a clear out?  
After School Club are always grateful for any quality board games. If your family have outgrown any, please consider 
donating them to the school.  
 
The PTA Calendar will be on sale at the school gates next week. £5 each, payment by card only.  

https://www.bluebloodsports.co.uk/st-philip-and-st-james-school
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Reading Tips Week 8 
Give books as presents. And encourage your children and their friends to swap books with 

each other – it’ll give them a chance to read new stories and get them all talking about what 

they’re reading. 

Why did you select this book? 

 

 

 Autumn Term dates  

KS2 carol concert in St Margaret’s Church  Tuesday 14th December  6.00pm - 7.00pm 

EYFS Nativity in St Margaret’s Church Wednesday 15th December 9.30am-10.30am  

YEAR 1 & 2 Nativity in St Margaret’s Church Wednesday 15th December 1.30pm-3.00pm  

End of Autumn Term  Friday 17th December 1.30pm finish 

INSET (school closed for pupils) Tuesday 4th January 

Spring term starts Wednesday 5th January 

   
 

Community News  

 
Oxfordshire Junior Chess club is running chess championships in January and they would be 
keen to have some pupils from Phil And Jim signing up-  
Oxfordshire Junior Chess welcomes entries into its 2022 chess championships, taking place 
on January 8-9, 2022 at Cumnor Primary School.  Oxfordshire children of any age with an 
interest in chess are welcome. For further information and entry 
see https://forms.gle/3yqzvbS9wfYfevWv5  .  For questions, 

email oxfordshirejuniorchess@gmail.com. 
 
 
Come and explore our Rumble Museum's beautiful African artefact collection, enjoy artefact handling and 
refreshments, and African poems and drumming from 3.30pm this coming Friday 10th December at 
Cheney School. 
This event is free and for all ages, and will include activities for younger children.  
We are delighted that Natty Mark Samuels, founder of the African School in Blackbird Leys, will also be 
giving a performance with drumming of his poetry inspired by artefacts in our African collection. This event 
will launch our new booklet about the artefacts with Natty's poems. 

Visitors will be able to listen to view and handle the artefacts in our collection, get a copy of our new 
booklet, take part in activities, and enjoy some refreshments. To book places, please 
email info@irisproject.org.uk 
Find out more here. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/3yqzvbS9wfYfevWv5
mailto:oxfordshirejuniorchess@gmail.com
mailto:info@irisproject.org.uk
http://rumblemuseum.org.uk/index.php/what-s-on/545-african-poetry-reading
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The Oxford & Cambridge Singing School will be 
running their Christmas course 2021 at Worcester 
College, Oxford.  
 
As well as fabulous repertoire (Carols and festive 
music from around the world) they also have a great 
coaching team including Dr Edward Wickham 
(Director of Music at St Catharine’ College, Cambridge) 
and Thomas Allery (formerly Director of Music at 
Worcester College, Oxford).   
 
Here's some more information:  
When:    20 & 21st December (Monday & Tuesday) for 
those aged 7-13. 
Where:  Worcester College, Oxford 
Repertoire:  Christmas Carols and Festive music from 
around the world.  
How:  booking is via our 
website www.oxbridgesingingschool.com . Bursaries 
are always available on our courses. 
 
Covid:  We adjust our courses to whatever Covid 
guidance is in place at the time of the course to ensure 
the safety of both our participants and our staff. 
 
 

 

http://www.oxbridgesingingschool.com/

