
 
 
 

SS Philip and James’ Church of England  
                                         VA Primary School 

                                              With love we flourish  

 
Friday 14th January 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. 
 
Classic Poetry Project 
We have had a wonderful start to our new classic poetry project, with lots of children sharing their enthusiasm for 
the poems they have been studying in class. Next Friday, the classes will be performing their poems in assembly, and 
we are sure they will be wonderful! On Wednesday and Thursday next week, we will be holding our poetry recital 
competition for solo performers. We have had over 50 entries, so a huge well done to everyone who is taking part, 
and good luck! 
 
Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-19 
From Monday 17th January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce their 
isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and 
they do not have a temperature. For example, if a child tests negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of 
day 6, they can return to school on day 6. 
 
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second must be taken the 
following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.  If the result of either of their tests is 
positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days 
or until they have completed 10 full days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest.  
  
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need to complete the 
full 10-day period of self-isolation. 

 
Parents Evening Appointment 
I hope you were able to meet with your child’s teacher this week to discuss where your child is working in the core 
subjects (Reading, Writing and Maths), as well as in other areas of the curriculum.  Your child’s teacher is best placed 
to answer any questions that you have about your child, however, if following on from your appointment, you have 
queries, please contact either your child’s teacher or Phase Leader Miss Cheang or Miss Mallon, to arrange a follow 
up conversation.  
 
Wraparound care 
Following on from the communication and survey results I sent at the end of last term, I wanted to update you with 
our plans to develop our wraparound care provision.   
 
It is impossible to meet everyone’s requirements, however, with our current plan in place, we believe we have 
responded as best we can, at this stage, to the information we received from the Wraparound Care Survey we sent 
to all parents in November.  We also fully appreciate that for some families at Phil & Jim, after school care is a 
necessity.  Having discussed the demand for places with Mr Prew, and with the help of staff who typically do not 
work in ASC, we are able to offer five more places for each group (EYFS-Year 2 and Year 3-Year 6).  These will go live 
on MagicBooking on Monday 17th January at 12 noon. 
 
Going forward, we are working to further develop our wraparound care provision.  We are exploring all options open 
to us, including the possibility of working with standalone ASC providers and trusted external companies so we can 
offer alternative clubs alongside our own provision.  We are working towards offering several clubs across the week 
from the start of the Summer Term.  From September 2022 we hope to be in a position to offer at least one club 
each day.  We will keep you updated with changes to our ASC timetable.  



 
 

 
 
Holiday Clubs  
We hope to offer holiday clubs either internally or via external providers at Easter, Summer half term and during the 
summer holidays. During February half term, we are trialling a holiday club run by Oxford Active.  If your child 
attends this camp, we would welcome your feedback on their experience.  Please email headpa@philandjim.org.uk 
to share your thoughts.  Thank you. 
 
P&J Worry Box 
Children, sometimes we can have worries or feel sad and upset, and we can feel these emotions about anything at 
any time, and that's okay. If you have a worry or you're feeling upset, apart from telling someone in school, you can 
also let us know by putting your worry into our virtual Worry Box. Often, the more you share and talk about a worry 
the smaller it becomes! 
 
If you would like to share your worry with a member of staff, then you can fill out our virtual Worry Box form which 
you will find on our website, and the member of staff you have requested will come and speak to you. Remember, 
no worry is too small!  Our virtual Worry Box can be found on the school website under the Classes Tab. 
https://philandjim.org.uk/learning/classes/worry-box/ 
 

 
 
 
 
House Point Awards 
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards.   
Year 1: Silver- Mia, Takato, Kiamehr 
Year 2: Bronze- Pedro   Silver- Ben, Joaquin 
Year 4: Bronze-Grayson   Silver- Melody 
Year 6: Bronze- Aden, Clement, Adil  Silver- Beth 
 
Welcome 
 
Warm welcome to the following children who joined Phil and Jim this week!  

 Lukas in 2J, who is in the Colony of Badgers 
 Theo in 3J, who is in the Skulk of Foxes  

 

 

Writers of the Week - Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for outstanding handwriting, creative 
outcomes or wonderful effort).  Our writers of the week are presented with a certificate 
in celebration assembly each Friday and have their photo displayed on our Hall of Fame! 
Congratulations to all our writers! 
 
 
 

EYP- Lily  Year 3- Iris 
EYJ-  Louis   Year 4- Gabriel 
Year 1-  Evie  Year 5- Rahee 
Year 2-  Sebbie  Year 6- Timmy 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 

Heron Badger Kingfisher Foxes 

mailto:headpa@philandjim.org.uk
https://philandjim.org.uk/learning/classes/worry-box/


 
 

 
Prayer group for Phil & Jim Community  
Our half termly Phil & Jim Prayer Group will be meeting again in St Margaret’s Church on Tuesday 18th 
January straight after school drop off in the morning. This is an open prayer meeting for any family 
connected to our school. There will also be opportunity to light a candle and for quiet reflection in the 
church. All welcome! Please email eva@stmargaretsoxford.org for more details if you would like to join us. 
Eva Walters 
 
From SEND and Inclusion Lead 

 

PTA NEWS 
Are you a trivia wizz?  Come show off at the PTA Quiz! 
 
We are thrilled to announce that we are running the PTA Quiz Night this year on Friday, February 4 at 
7:00 pm in the school hall.  This is a hilarious, fun, adult only event.  The winning team gets bragging 
rights for the year and all participants get a great night out.  
 
Places are strictly set at 64 so sign up asap to get a place.  You can sign up as a team of 8 people or as 
an individual.  The sign up list will be at school reception from Monday the 17th.  Places are £5 a head 
payable by BACS (details will be on the sign up list) or by cash at school reception.  
 
See you soon! 
 
The PTA Committee 

mailto:eva@stmargaretsoxford.org


 
 

 Spring Term dates  

EYFS September 2022 admissions deadline Saturday 15th January  

St Margaret’s Phil & Jim Prayer Group Meeting Monday 17th January, 9.00am 

Poetry Recital Competition Wednesday 19th and Thursday 20th January 

PTA Quiz Night  Friday 4th February 7.00pm  

Mental Health Week  7th - 11th February  

NHS Weights & Measure Monday 7th February 

HALF TERM 21st- 25th February 

Whole School Fantasy Project Monday 28th February 

Year 6 Samba Workshop Wednesday 2nd March  

 
 

 
 

    
Dear parent / carer 
 
Oxfordshire County Council’s Road Safety Team are constantly looking to improve the safety of child pedestrians and so 
are reviewing the advice and guidance we provide to parents and carers. 
 
To help us achieve this, we are evaluating the effectiveness of the Footsteps (Child Pedestrian safety advice for parents / 
carers) programme and would like parents to help by completing an online questionnaire. 
 
If you would like to keep your child safer on our roads, please visit Walking with children | 365Alive   where you can 
download a copy of the Footsteps leaflet to provide you with guidance to support your child in becoming a safer and, 
eventually, an independent pedestrian. 
 
Once you have downloaded the Footsteps guide, the link to the survey can be found further down the page, please click on 
the link to complete the short questionnaire which will then help us to keep all children safer.   
 
Thank you. 
 
Oxfordshire Fire & Rescue Service Road Safety Team 
Oxfordshire County Council 

 
 

http://www.365alive.co.uk/cms/content/walking-children

