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Friday 17th December 2021
Dear Parents and Carers,
As we come to the end of the Autumn Term, it is a time to reflect on all we have achieved. In particular, we have focused
on ensuring school-life supports the happiness of our pupils, positive pupil relationships and mental health, as well as
ensuring engaging learning opportunities, allowing the children to make the best progress possible.
And now, as we come to the end of what has been a very busy term, I am confident that the experiences for the children
have been positive. We were able to reintroduce curriculum enrichment for all year groups so the children were able to
enjoy either visits or visitors to support their learning. We introduced our new, school wide, writing project which the
children have really enjoyed; children started competing in inter-school sporting competitions (which included introducing
our Year 6’s to women’s rugby training); face-to-face assemblies, including the weekly celebration assembly, which has
had a huge impact on the children. Children across the school met for School Council meetings; the Outdoor Learning
programme introduced in September has been wildly popular and Year 6 were able to enjoy their residential. Christmas
events weren’t quite as we had planned, but I am thrilled that our youngest children were able to perform for their
families. Nativities are a joy to experience and seeing the children in church on Wednesday was wonderful- truly the
highlight of my week.
The children have been a pleasure to work with and have continued to show resilience and adaptability. During these
times when we have had to make changes, sometimes at short notice, they have taken the changes on board with a level
of maturity often beyond their years.
This is a testament not only to the hard work of all staff but also to you. The consistent approach and positive relationship
between school and home is evident in how the children behave in school and we thank you for the support you have
given your child and the staff throughout this term. I would also like to thank you for the many kind messages you have
shared with staff this term. On a personal note, I would like to share my appreciation at the very many supportive emails I
have received during challenging times this term; sincerely, they have been a source of comfort. Thank you.
Many other members of our school community have contributed to the success of this term and we thank them for their
support. I would particularly like to mention Daniel Walters and Eva Walters; their weekly assemblies have offered our
children opportunities for spiritual contemplation, a time for children to step out of the bustle of the day and reflect. I
would also like to thank Charlotte Laing who was instrumental in pushing for the rising bollard to be repaired. Our
supportive PTA committee have ensured that some wonderful events for the children took place this term, including
organising and producing the Phil & Jim 2022 calendar (if you haven’t bought one yet, do - it’s lovely), as well as organising
the Christmas Bazaar. The children loved it!
Finally, I would like to thank all Phil & Jim staff who have been fantastic over the course of the past term; working
together to support the children in many ways. I am sure you will join me in wishing them a truly well deserved, relaxing
Christmas break.
This Christmas, again, may be different and challenging for some in our community, but I hope everyone finds some joy
and peace over the festive period. Wherever you are, and whoever you spend it with, please keep safe and we look
forward to welcoming you all back to Spring Term on Wednesday 5th January 2022.
Yours sincerely,

Ms Sarah Awuye
Headteacher
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Writers of the Week EYP- Carlotta
EYJ- George
Year 1- Izzy
Year 2- Alvin

Year 3- Josef
Year 4- Hong
Year 5- Nea
Year 6- Joe

House Point Awards
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards
Year 1: Silver- Alex O-M, Mila, Etienne, Iris, Clara, Finlay, Evie, Alex T
Year 2: Bronze- Zayd Silver- Chloe, Fleur, Ryaan, Sam, Danielle, Sebbie
Year 3: Bronze- Daniel, Derin, Leandro, Liam, Matilda, Oscar, Taleen, Walter, Winnie, Dexter, Emily, Isabella, Isabel,
Kiran, Maya
Year 5: Silver- Leonora
Year 6: Bronze- Louise, Amirtaha, Freddie, Arthur, Silver- Zoe, Amelie

RemindersPE kits- All children are required to have a PE kit at school. During PE children go out in
all weathers, often getting wet, therefore it is essential they have a change of clothes
(including socks), so they are not sitting in wet/damp clothes the remainder of the day.
Phil & Jim have a PE kit (see photo) you can buy online at
https://www.bluebloodsports.co.uk/st-philip-and-st-james-school or at the Blue Blood
Sports shop in The Covered Market (01865 247 716).
Alternatively, you can assemble your own consisting of a tracksuit, shorts, a t-shirt, a
sweatshirt, socks, and a waterproof jacket. All items labelled please.

Outdoor learning- Likewise, please ensure your children have (named) wellies and waterproofs at school for their
outdoor learning sessions. It is a fun part of their week and much of the enjoyment is usurped when they are not
adequately dressed.
Parents evening- Tuesday 11th January or Thursday 13th January. You should have now booked your parents evening
session and will receive the MS Teams invitation to your virtual parents meeting by the end of day 7 th January.
Open classroomsIn January we will hold Open Classrooms where parents are invited to visit your child’s classroom to look at their
work.
Years 2, 3 and 6 on Wednesday 5th January from 3.15 to 5.30
EYU, Years 1, 4 and 5 on Thursday 6th January from 3.15 – 5.30pm
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Dates for your Diary-

Spring Term dates
INSET (school closed for pupils)
Spring term starts

Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January
Open classroom to see your child’s work for Year Wednesday 5th January 3.15pm and
2, Year 3 and Year 6
5.30pm
Open classroom to see your child’s work for
Thursday 6th January 3.15pm and 5.30pm
EYFS, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 5
Virtual Parents’ Evening appointments
Virtual Parents’ Evening appointments

Tuesday 11th January
Thursday 13th January

Spring Term dates
INSET (school closed for pupils)
Spring term starts

Tuesday 4th January
Wednesday 5th January
Open classroom to see your child’s work for Year Wednesday 5th January 3.15pm and
2, Year 3 and Year 6
5.30pm
Open classroom to see your child’s work for
Thursday 6th January 3.15pm and 5.30pm
EYFS, Year 1, Year 4 and Year 5
Virtual Parents’ Evening appointments
Virtual Parents’ Evening appointments

Tuesday 11th January
Thursday 13th January

COMMUNITY NEWS
Oxfordshire Junior Chess club is running chess championships in January and they
would be keen to have some pupils from Phil And Jim signing upOxfordshire Junior Chess welcomes entries into its 2022 chess championships, taking
place on January 8-9, 2022 at Cumnor Primary School. Oxfordshire children of any
age with an interest in chess are welcome. For further information and entry
see https://forms.gle/3yqzvbS9wfYfevWv5 . For questions,
email oxfordshirejuniorchess@gmail.com.
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