
 
 
 

SS Philip and James’ Church of England  
                                         VA Primary School 

                                              With love we flourish  

 
Friday 4th February 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
I am delighted to announce that on Monday we will be launching our next English project- William Shakespeare. The 
children in KS1 & KS2 will be exploring the life and works of Shakespeare, and already a number of the children have 
expressed how enthusiastic they are to learn about the world’s most famous playwright. The project will include 
exploring some of Shakespeare’s plays, taking part in quizzes and, the children in Key Stage 2, will have the 
opportunity to take part in our next English competition. 
 
Shakespeare Project: Drama competition 
Entrants must select one of the following speeches/scenes (abridged) to perform as either an individual or group in 
front of a panel of judges. 

- Speech: St. Crispin’s Day (solo recital) (Henry V) 
- Scene: The Witches (3 performers) (Macbeth)  
- Scene: An Argument (2 performers) (The Taming of the Shrew) 
- Speech: Macbeth’s Conscience (solo recital) (Macbeth)  
- Scene: Preparing the Play (4-6 performers) (A Midsummer Night’s Dream) 

 
Key Stage 2 children may enter as an individual or as a group (see the booklet for further details). Those interested in 
partaking, from Monday, please request a booklet from Miss Pape for the selection of speeches and scenes. 
 
Miss Pape will launch the competition during assembly on Monday and explain to the children how they can enter.  
Thank you Miss Coleman and Miss Pape for organising this.     
 
Mrs Hiner will be leaving us at the end of February. During her time at Phil & Jim, Mrs Hiner has supported many 
children and will be missed by them, parents and staff. I am sure you will join me in thanking Mrs Hiner for her hard 
work with the children and wishing her the very best.  
 
If Mrs Hiner regularly sees your child, she will complete a thorough handover with Miss Mallon to ensure your child 
continues to be supported.  You will also be invited to attend that meeting and will be contacted next week.   
 
Currently, we are not planning on replacing the role of Pastoral Support Lead because we feel our curriculum 
provision, teachers and teaching assistants offer structure and day-to-day support for our pupils.  Miss Mallon, as 
Inclusion Lead, will be taking on day-to-day management of pupil welfare.  From after half term, if you feel your child 
needs specific wellbeing or mental health support, please contact Miss Mallon by telephoning the school on 01865 
311064 or by sending an email to senco@ss-philip-and-james.oxon.sch.uk. 
 
We recognise that the pandemic will have impacted, to varying degrees, the wellbeing and mental health of our 
children. Therefore, a significant part of our current school improvement plan has been to develop our curriculum 
provision to address this and support our children. In September, we introduced a weekly outdoor wellbeing 
programme for all, to support the children’s social, spiritual and learning engagement. We are also developing the 
use of The Zones of Regulation across the school.  As Miss Mallon shared with you in last week's newsletter, this 
supports our children to recognise and articulate how they are feeling using neutral non-judgemental language.   
 
Alongside this, we recognise that we have a small number of children who need regular, or periodic, bespoke 
support. For those children, we have made the decision that, going forward, we will be working with 
external specialist and/or therapeutic professionals such as Play Therapists or Art as Therapy.   
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Children are always at the heart of our work and decision making and working in partnership with parents is key.  If 
you are concerned about your child or your child is worried about something, it is important that we know so we can 
explore the best way to support them.  Please contact your child's teacher, Miss Mallon or me by emailing the office. 
Your children can also use the Worry Box on our website.   
 
Zones of Regulation 
The Zones of Regulation teaches coping and regulation strategies. This week, we have been thinking about 
‘expected’ and ‘unexpected’ behaviours and how they make us feel. For instance, sitting in our chair quietly listening 
and thinking could be ‘expected’ behaviour in a lesson. Children doing this would be in the ‘green zone’. But, 
throwing objects or lying on the floor would be ‘unexpected’ behaviour. Children doing this could be in the ‘blue’ or 
‘yellow zone’. Through the use of ‘expected’ and ‘unexpected’ we are starting to teach the children that other 
people notice our behaviour and that there are ‘unwritten’ or ‘unspoken’ social rules that we all have to learn. 
Miss Mallon 
 
Red Nose Day – 18th March 
Red Nose Day is back on Friday 18 March, and we can’t wait to get 
involved in the fun. This year, we’re joining schools up and down 
the UK to turn smiles into something incredible for those who need 
it most. This year’s theme is Superheroes! On Friday, 18th March 
you can come to school dressed as a superhero. All we ask for is a 
donation of £2 towards Comic Relief via our Just Giving page. 
However much you can spare, your donation will help tackle 
poverty, take action against violence and bring an end to 
discrimination in the UK and across the world. 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ss-philip-and-james-primary-school-2022  
 

Safer Internet Day 
Safer Internet Day is on Tuesday 8th February. The focus is All fun and games, exploring respect and 
relationships online. Each class will spend their afternoons discussing the ideas of respect and 
relationships online with an activity focus of designing and making a poster to display their 
understanding. There will also be a competition for the best poster from years 1/2, 3/4 and 5/6, 
judged by Miss Awuye and myself.  
Miss Newman 

 
Children's Mental Health Week 
Next week is Children’s Mental Health Week. The theme this year is Growing Together. 
Growing Together is about growing emotionally and finding ways to help each other grow. 
Challenges and setbacks can help us to grow and adapt and trying new things can help us to 
move beyond our comfort zone into a new realm of possibility and potential. However, 
emotional growth is often a gradual process that happens over time, and sometimes we 
might feel a bit ‘stuck’. Our activities during this week will help our children to explore what it means to grow 
together. 
Miss Sprague-Davies 

 
Year 6 Boys Football Team: 
On Tuesday 25th January, the Year 6 boys travelled to Saint Mary and Saint John Primary School. They played in a 9 a 
side match against a strong Mary and John side. The boys started strong going into a two-nil lead. Mary and John 
were by no means out of this game though and pulled one back with a spectacular goal, however; the boys from Phil 
and Jim pushed on and finished the game with a 5-1 advantage. The boys were commended by the referee for their 
attitude and approach to the match.  
 
Year 6 girls football team: 
On a grey Monday (31st) afternoon, our Year 6 girls hosted New Marston Primary. The first half was a close fought 
contest, but the girls were able to get to half time with a 2-0 lead. In the second half the girls produced some 
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fantastic football and were able to score some excellent team goals, finishing the game 7-0. The girls worked well 
together and were very supportive of one another. 
 
Year 6 indoor athletics: 
On Thursday 3rd February, 20 children from Year 6 were involved in an indoor athletics competition at The Oxford 
Academy. The children took part in activities that involved, running, jumping and throwing and managed to come 
third place, receiving bronze medals in the process. The children showed fantastic teamwork and we are proud of 
the way they demonstrated our school values during the event. 
Mr Bovey-Hull, PE & Playground Lead 
 
Class Dojo and House Points 
Next week we are relaunching our house points awards.  Every child is in a house (with siblings 
in the same house). As a school, house points are awarded and recorded on Class Dojo. The 
children earn a certificate when they reach 50, 100, 200 or 400 house points. From next week, 
we will also be calculating which house has earned the most house points for the week. The 
winning house will receive the House Cup. Due to this you will see a change on your child’s Dojo 
account. From today, your child’s teacher will reset each child’s monster’s points to zero (just 
like the picture). This will happen every Friday. BUT, do not worry, Class Dojo will still keep a 
record of the total number of house points your child has earnt since September and they will count towards the 
bronze (50 points), silver (100), gold (200) and platinum (400) certificates. 
 

 
 
 

House Point Awards 
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards.   
 
EYP: Bronze- Andreas, Felicity 
Year 1: Silver- Yanqi, Petra, Leo, Joe, Chloe, Electra 
Year 2: Silver- Sofia, Harry 
Year 4: Silver- Henry, Aminta, Cedrik, Jan, Stephen, Julek, Anna, Gabriel 
Year 6: Bronze- Silver- Rodaina 
 
 

Writers of the Week - Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for outstanding handwriting, 
creative outcomes or wonderful effort).  Our writers of the week are presented 
with a certificate in celebration assembly each Friday and have their photo 
displayed on our Hall of Fame! Congratulations to 
all our writers! 
 

 
EYP- Andreas Year 3- Leandro 
EYJ-  Martha Year 4- Arthur C 
Year 1- Deniz  Year 5- Penny 
Year 2- Martin  Year 6- Kade 

 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Ms Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 

Heron Badger Kingfisher Fox 



 
 

 

Reading Tips 
Encourage children to always carry a book. That way, they’ll 

never be bored (this is something you can do, too!) 

What makes you think this book is going to be interesting?   

 
 

 
 Spring Term dates  

Mental Health Week  7th - 11th February  

Year 5 Bikeability Week 2 7th - 9th February 

Shakespeare Project Monday 7th February- Friday 18th February 

NHS Weights and Measure EYFS and Year 6 Monday 7th February 

Safer Internet Day Tuesday 8th February  

Spring Half Term  21st- 25th February 

Whole School Fantasy Project Monday 28th February (4 weeks) 

Oxford Philharmonic Wednesday 2nd March  

Year 6 Samba Workshop Wednesday 2nd March  

World Book Day  Thursday 3rd March 

RED NOSE DAY Friday 18th March   

End of Spring Term  Friday 8th April 1.30pn finish  

Start of Summer Term    Monday 25th April  

Early May Bank Holiday (school closed) Monday 2nd May  

Year 6 Young Voices Concert Monday 16th May 

Summer Half Term  30th May - 3rd June 

Additional school holiday (in lieu of the Queen’s Jubilee)   Monday 6th June  

End of Summer Term  Thursday 21st July 1.30pm finish  

First Day of School, Academic Year 2022/23 Monday 5th September 

 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
                              
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


