
 
 
 

SS Philip and James’ Church of England  
                                         VA Primary School 

                                              With love we flourish  

 
Friday, 25th March 2022 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

 Mad Hatter’s Tea Party – Mad Hats Abound! 

 

What a wonderful day we all had, in 

celebration of the Classic Fantasy project! 

Firstly, it was fantastic to see the effort the 

children went to with their hats. What an array we 

saw! They were truly magnificent. This morning was 

filled with fun class activities, and lunch was a party-

filled atmosphere, with all children wearing their hats 

to the ‘tea party’.  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The celebrations continued into the afternoon, 

with the whole school enjoying an extra-special 

assembly – courtesy of Oxford’s magician: Magic 

Peter! The children were greatly amused and 

entertained by Magic Peter’s tricks, and it was a 

wonderful way to conclude the Mad Hatter’s Tea 

Party! 

A huge well done to everyone who has entered 

the Classic Fantasy competition – we had so 

many entries, and of such an impressive quality. 

Winners will be announced on Monday.  



 
 

Year 3 News 

In Year 3, we had the pleasure of three visitors from the Department of 

Earth Sciences at the University of Oxford. Owen, Bill and Sarah brought 

their geology collection and expertise into our classroom which was 

filled with intrigue and curiosity. The children enjoyed two sessions 

where they had the chance to explore the properties of different rock 

types and how they were formed, before classifying a multitude of 

fossils. I was blown away by the children's engagement in the session, 

they had some wonderful questions and thought-provoking ideas.  

 

Any questions that they still have unanswered will be noted down next 

week and sent to the team! 

 

Miss Sandford 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Possible MENU CHANGES- a note from the kitchen 

The kitchen is having issues with their supply chain which may begin to impact the school lunch menu.  

The team is working extremely hard to minimise any impact but inevitably there may be occasions where 

there will be menu changes at short notice.  

 

 

 

 

House Point Awards 

Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards.   

EY:  Bronze- Sachin, Carlotta 

Year 2: Silver- Zayd  

Year 5: Silver- Masato  Gold – Abi Malachi, Isaiah, Elva, Evie, Henry, Kivanc, 

Zaim, Wilfred, Jot, Elliott, Alex, Sera, Charley, Adhil, Elijah, Leah, Saskia, 

Nea, Penny, Ismaeel, Alice 

Year 6: Silver – Ollie, Romola, Joe, Isabella, Dylan, Ellie, Thomas, Troy, Maria, Julia, Ivy,  

 

Writers of the Week - Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for 

outstanding handwriting, creative outcomes or wonderful effort).  Our writers of 

the week are presented with a certificate in celebration assembly each Friday and 

have their photo displayed on our Hall of Fame! Congratulations to all our 

writers! 

EYP-   Sachin  Y3-   Derin  

EYJ-  Elodie  Y4-  Alma 

Y1-  Jake  Y5-  Tomas 

Y2-   Nola  Y6-  Alexandra 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 

Ms Sarah Awuye  

Headteacher 

 

 Spring Term dates  

Science Week Monday 28th March (1 week) 

End of Spring Term  Friday 8th April 1.30pm finish  

Start of Summer Term    Monday 25th April  

Phil and Jim Service at St Margaret’s  10:30am 1st May  

Early May Bank Holiday (school closed) Monday 2nd May  

SSPJ Prayer meeting 9am Tuesday 10th May 

Year 6 Young Voices Concert Monday 16th May 

Summer Half Term  30th May - 3rd June 

Additional school holiday (in lieu of the Queen’s 

Jubilee)   

Monday 6th June  

SSPJ Prayer meeting 9am Tuesday 14th May 

INSET Day Friday 1st July 

End of Summer Term  Thursday 21st July 1.30pm finish  

First Day of School, Academic Year 2022/23 Monday 5th September 

Heron Badger Kingfisher Fox 



 
 

Reading Tips  

Emphasise repeated words and phrases (‘the big bad wolf’; ‘…blew, and blew, 

and blew the house down’). Encourage your child to say the words with you. 

This will help them learn the language used in books.  

“What does the place look like in your head as you read? Would you 

like to visit there?” 

Red Nose Day 

WOW!! and THANK YOU!!  We raised a whopping £1321.40 on RED NOSE 

DAY through the sale of red noses and the cake sale.  

 

PTA News  

Family breakfast- Thank you to all the families and staff members who came 

to our Spring Family Breakfast.   With the sunshine, delicious food, and good company, it was a fantastic 

way to start the day!  

 

Volunteer needed! The Aristotle Cup, an annual 5-a-side football tournament between the local state 

schools in North Oxford, is due to happen on July 10th. The focus is very much on teamwork and inclusion 

and it is a much anticipated event in the school calendar. Sarah and David Griffiths have run the event for 

the past 7 years but unfortunately because of work commitments are no longer able to do so. If this event 

is to go ahead, we need someone new (or a team of people) to take over the reins. It can be as big or 

small as you wish, and guidance can be provided. It’s a lot of fun! 

If interested please get in touch with the PTA at contact@philandjimspta.org 

  

Also - Are you interested in joining the PTA committee?  We need several new volunteers to join us for 

the next school year….in particular for the roles of treasurer and co-chair.  If you think you might be 

interested, please get in contact at contact@philandjimspta.org 

 

Wednesday Walks 

All parents and carers are welcome to join ’Wednesday Walks’. We meet at 

9am every Wednesday on the footbridge leading up to Port Meadow. This is a 

chance to reconnect and exercise after Covid. No need to join every Wednesday 

- come when you can.   

 

From our Extended Schools Manager, Mr Prew 

 

OXFORD HAWKS: HOCKEY CLUB 

We are pleased to announce that Oxford Hawks will be running a Hockey club for Years 4-6 after half 

term. 

This will run on a Tuesday after school until 4.15pm. at a cost of £8 per session. 

To secure your place and receive payment details, please e-mail the hockey coach directly: 

drewblackburn@hotmail.co.uk  

 

ASC on 8th April 2022 

Dear Parents/carers,  

I am writing to remind all parents that on the final day of term 8th April after school club will not be 

running, so children who usually attend will need to be collected at 13:30 when school ends.  

For further information, please refer to our Terms and Conditions.   

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Breakfast-and-After-School-Club-TCs.pdf  

Please contact me if you would like to talk to me about this.   

mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
mailto:drewblackburn@hotmail.co.uk
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Breakfast-and-After-School-Club-TCs.pdf


 
 

 

Phil & Jim Easter Holiday camp: Monday 11th April to Thursday 14th April 

We are delighted to announce that we will be running a holiday course during the first week of Easter 

holidays, Monday 11th April to Thursday 14th April 14th (8:30am start – 4:00pm finish).  

This course is open to all children who attend Phil & Jim and will be led by myself along with other staff 

members. The daily charge will be £30 per child and you will be able to book each session via magic 

booking, with places allocated on a first come first serve basis.  

We will be offering a variety of sports and activities across the week and hope to see lots of children 

attend. Below is a timetable of what we will be offering.  Please note changes may need to be made.   

Children attending will need a packed lunch, water bottle and suitable clothing. Drop off and pick up will 

be from the school hall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Margaret’s, our school parish church, would like to invite you and your family to our Phil & Jim Service on 
Sunday 1st May at 10:30am. We’ll be taking this opportunity to celebrate and give thanks for our school. We’re 
also asking for volunteers to take part in the service, so if your child would like to do a Bible reading or take part 
in the prayers then please contact Eva at eva@stmargaretsoxford.org as soon as possible. Please note that all 
our services are live streamed onto YouTube and if your child takes part you will be required to sign with your 
permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Margaret’s Church 

mailto:eva@stmargaretsoxford.org


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


