
 
 
 

SS Philip and James’ Church of England  
                                         VA Primary School 

                                              With love we flourish  

 

Friday, 1st April 2022 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

It has been another busy and exciting week at Phil & Jim, as we 

came together to celebrate national British and Engineering 

Week. This year the theme was ‘Growth’, and it all began on 

Monday with an exhilarating assembly led by Mr Waldron. He 

amazed the children with some exciting experiments – including 

the famous Elephant’s Toothpaste! The children then learnt 

various topics throughout the week, ranging from dinosaurs in Y2 

to evolution in Y5. The newly-appointed science ambassadors 

have also been running daily lunchtime activities. 

A huge thank you to the science ambassadors and Mr Waldron 

for such an exciting week!  

 

Science Week 

This week, as you may have heard, the whole school have been celebrating and taking part in 

British Science week. During curriculum time, each year group has been learning about a different 

topic under the umbrella of this year’s theme, Growth. Many investigations happened through 

the week, from designing the best rocket for space travel, to imitating and discovering which 

‘beak’ suits certain foods. During the launch assembly on Monday and lunchtimes, we have been 

participating in exciting experiments: does a green mento or a blue mento cause more of an 

explosion? What makes the best flying paper aeroplane? What reaction creates Elephant’s 

toothpaste? And most importantly, how much mess can we make? 

It has been such an amazing week seeing the children enjoying Science, and raising the 

excitement and profile of the subject across the school. 

I would also like to thank our visitors who came in this 

week to share their expertise with the children: you 

captivated and inspired them! 

Mr Waldron, Science Leader 



 
 

 

Classic Fantasy Competition Winners 

A huge congratulations to all our winners – there were some fantastic entries submitted, 

including a Bug Hotel, a Tower of Cards, a creative map of Narnia, and a Charlotte’s Web 

shoebox. 

 

Rafi, Y6, & Joey, Y3: board game 

Maya, Y1: story 

Clara, Amelie, Isabel, Emma, Y5: model 

Bea, Y3: model 

Izzy, Y4: model  

Amelie, Zoe, Maria, Y6: model 

Ada, EY: artwork 

Florence, Y4: artwork 

Harry, Y4: model  

Lina, Y1: story 

Jasper, EY: model 

Zoë, Y6: artwork 

Catherine, Y3: story  

Anoushka, Y6: model 

Alma, Y4: artwork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The ZONES of Regulation 

The Zones of Regulation provide a common language to discuss emotions and behaviour in both 

ourselves and other people. We are trying to develop an understanding in our community that 

we all experience the world in different ways. This week we thought 

about how there are different types of ‘smarts’ in our brains; how 

some people have great computer smarts, music smarts, sports 

smarts, maths smarts or even Lego smarts. We also considered how 

we use ‘social smarts’ in school and whenever we are around people. 

We are helping the children to understand that we need to be social 

detectives to work out what to do and how to behave when we are 

in different situations. 

Miss Mallon, SENDCO & Inclusion Leader 



 
 

 

 

Sporting News: Cross Country 

Congratulations to Isabella, Xanthe, Klara, Alexandra, 

Zofia and Hannah in year 6 who came in first in their 

group category! A huge well done! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sporting News: Football Tournament 

 

Last Friday, Mr. Prew, Mr. Forder & Miss May 

took a group of year 6 children to a mixed 

football tournament at Oxford City FC. The 

children were split into 2 teams and faced 

each other in the opening group game with 

Phil & Jim’s team 1 narrowly prevailing 1-0 

in a very tight affair. Team 1 then went on to 

win a further 3 games to make it 4 wins out 

of 5 and top group A. Team 2 finished 3rd in 

the group losing just once more on route to 

the quarter finals where they came up 

against a strong all boys Windmill team who 

edged the game to progress to the semi-

finals. Team 1 went on to beat East Oxford 

and Great Milton in the ¼ final and semi-

final to set up a final against Windmill. After taking the lead due to some great teamwork and 

perseverance, they unfortunately went on to lose the game 2-1, finishing runners up. Overall, it was a very 

well contested tournament with both teams playing some excellent football throughout. 

Mr Prew, Extended School Manager  

 

Absence Reporting  

A gentle reminder that the school needs to be notified of a child’s absence by 9am of the morning of 

illness and every day they are absent until they return. 

You can email: office@philandjim.org.uk, call 01865 311064 or you can use the absence feature on the 

Parentmail app. 

Please try and keep routine medical appointments out of school hours or during school holidays.  

Please see our attendance policy for reference. 

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Attendance-Policy-October-2020.pdf 

mailto:office@philandjim.org.uk
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Attendance-Policy-October-2020.pdf


 
 

 

Year 6 Moving Up Day, to Cherwell School, will be on Thursday 30th June.  

More information and correspondence about admission and transition arrangements 

will be posted shortly on the Cherwell website. Parents and Carers of Students who 

have been offered places at The Cherwell School will be contacted in the next few 

weeks with further information. 

 

 

 

 

 

House Point Awards 

Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards.   

EY:  Bronze- Daniel 

Year 2: Silver- Lara, Elli  Gold- Tarja, Alvin 

Year 4: Silver- Eve  Gold- Annie 

Year 6: Silver- Artur, Heloise 

 

Writers of the Week - Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for 

outstanding handwriting, creative outcomes or wonderful effort).  Our writers of 

the week are presented with a certificate in celebration assembly each Friday and 

have their photo displayed on our Hall of Fame! Congratulations to all our 

writers! 

EYP-   Theo  Y3-   Alistair 

EYJ-  Abel  Y4-  Mary 

Y1-  Mila  Y5-  Sofia 

Y2-   Lukas  Y6-  Alex 

 

Reading Tips  

Try audio books- they’re perfect for keeping the children entertained on 

car journeys, as well as a great way to build their understanding of stories 

and improve their listening skills.  

“Did you learn any new words or facts so far?” 

 

 

Possible MENU CHANGES- a note from the kitchen 

The kitchen is having issues with their supply chain which may begin to impact the school lunch menu.  

The team is working extremely hard to minimise any impact but inevitably there may be occasions where 

there will be menu changes at short notice.  

 

 

Young Art Oxford winners 2022 

Young Art have completed the judging for this year's Young Art Oxford 

competition.  

I am very pleased to let you now know that the paintings of the following pupils 

have been chosen to be exhibited in the annual exhibition at The Ashmolean 

Museum on 12th-14th May: 

 

Heron Badger Kingfisher Fox 



 
 

In EYFS: Bill, Finn, Hannah and Andrea 

In Year 1: Jake, Yanqi, Iris, Mikel, Ben, Salvador, Delphi and Olwen  

In Year 2: Joaquin and Douglas 

In Year 3: Dexter and Claire  

In Year 4: Nicholas and Jacob 

In Year 5: Genevieve, Izzy and Leonora  

In Year 6: Héloise and Rahel 

 

We would like to extend a special congratulations to Jacob in Y4 for receiving commended for his piece. 

Well done! 

 

There were almost 2,000 entries this year, so these children have every reason to feel extremely proud of 

themselves.  

After the Easter holidays, each winner will receive: 

1. Certificate Every successful child receives a certificate of congratulations.   

2. Details on how to order cards and prints of selected pictures It will be possible to order prints and 

greeting cards of all exhibited pictures. Details on how to order them will be included in the letter, but 

orders can be put in now at: http://www.youngartoxford.com/prints--cards.html  

3. Information on the Exhibition: this year the Exhibition will be held on 12th-14th May Tickets to 

the opening evening are limited and must be booked in advance. A prize giving ceremony will be held on 

12th May at 6.00 pm. Prizes are given for 1st, 2nd and 3rd places and those winning first prize will have 

their entry framed.   

 

Entry to the exhibition is free on all days. Every selected artist can also pick up a small gift from the 

exhibition. Details on the exhibition can be found at this link: http://www.youngartoxford.com/our-

exhibition.html The income from selling merchandise and the donations made at the exhibition contribute 

enormously to the final amount raised for Great Ormond Street Hospital. 

 

So please come and support the winners at this wonderful event! 

  

Finally, a huge thank you for all your fantastic entries, for the ones that made it into the exhibition and for 

the ones that did not. A thank you to our wonderful staff for enabling this to happen. It has been a joy for 

me to have the chance to see such wonderful work being produced by these budding young artists! 

Mrs Ponsonby, Art Leader 

 

Wishing you all a very pleasant weekend. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 
Miss Kirsty Pape 

Deputy Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youngartoxford.com/prints--cards.html
http://www.youngartoxford.com/prints--cards.html
http://www.youngartoxford.com/our-exhibition.html
http://www.youngartoxford.com/our-exhibition.html
http://www.youngartoxford.com/planning-your-visit.html


 
 

 

 

 

PTA News 

Volunteer needed! The Aristotle Cup, an annual 5-a-side football tournament between the local state 

schools in North Oxford, is due to happen on July 10th. The focus is very much on teamwork and inclusion 

and it is a much anticipated event in the school calendar. Sarah and David Griffiths have run the event for 

the past 7 years but unfortunately because of work commitments are no longer able to do so. If this event 

is to go ahead, we need someone new (or a team of people) to take over the reins. It can be as big or 

small as you wish, and guidance can be provided. It’s a lot of fun! 

If interested please get in touch with the PTA at contact@philandjimspta.org 

  

Also - Are you interested in joining the PTA committee?  We need several new volunteers to join us for 

the next school year, in particular for the roles of treasurer and co-chair.  If you think you might be 

interested, please get in contact at contact@philandjimspta.org 

 

Wednesday Walks 

All parents and carers are welcome to join ’Wednesday Walks’. We meet at 

9am every Wednesday on the footbridge leading up to Port Meadow. This is a 

chance to reconnect and exercise after Covid. No need to join every Wednesday 

- come when you can.   

 

CHOIR We are delighted to announce that we will be running a choir club on 

Wednesdays for Years 3-6. This will run from 27th April up until 25th May at a cost of £4 per session. It will 

be available to book via Magic Booking from Monday April 4th at 6pm. The club will be run by Miss Trott 

and Miss May and will be located in the function room. Collection at 4:15pm will be from the function 

room door. If your child attends ASC they will be taken down by an adult once the club has finished. 

If you require childcare after the club has finished, then please book the longer ASC time slot (3:05-

5:30pm) 

 

 Spring Term dates  

End of Spring Term  Friday 8th April 1.30pm finish  

Start of Summer Term    Monday 25th April  

Phil and Jim Service at St Margaret’s  10:30am 1st May  

Early May Bank Holiday (school closed) Monday 2nd May  

SSPJ Prayer meeting 9am Tuesday 10th May 

Year 6 Young Voices Concert Monday 16th May 

Summer Half Term  30th May - 3rd June 

Additional school holiday (in lieu of the Queen’s 

Jubilee)   

Monday 6th June  

SSPJ Prayer meeting 9am Tuesday 14th May 

MOVING UP Day (Cherwell and P&J) Thursday 30th June 

INSET Day Friday 1st July 

End of Summer Term  Thursday 21st July 1.30pm finish  

First Day of School, Academic Year 2022/23 Monday 5th September 

mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org
mailto:contact@philandjimspta.org


 
 

OXFORD HAWKS: HOCKEY CLUB 

We are pleased to announce that Oxford Hawks will be running a Hockey club for Years 4-6 after half 

term. 

This will run on a Tuesday after school until 4.15pm. at a cost of £8 per session. 

To secure your place and receive payment details, please e-mail the hockey coach directly: 

drewblackburn@hotmail.co.uk  

 

ASC on 8th April 2022 

A reminder to all parents that on the final day of term 8th April, after school club will not be running, so 

children who usually attend will need to be collected at 13:30 when school ends.  

For further information, please refer to our Terms and Conditions.   

https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Breakfast-and-After-School-Club-TCs.pdf  

Please contact me if you would like to talk to me about this.  Mr Prew, Extended Schools Manager 

 

Little Masters Art Club back next term  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phil & Jim Easter Holiday camp: Monday 11th April to Thursday 14th April 

We are delighted to announce that we will be running a holiday course during the first week of Easter 

holidays, Monday 11th April to Thursday 14th April 14th (8:30am start – 4:00pm finish).  

This course is open to all children who attend Phil & Jim and will be led by myself along with other staff 

members. The daily charge will be £30 per child and you will be able to book each session via Magic 

Booking, with places allocated on a first come first serve basis. 

We will be offering a variety of sports and activities across the week and hope to see lots of children 

attend. Below is a timetable of what we will be offering.  Please note changes may need to be made.   

Children attending will need a packed lunch, water bottle and suitable clothing. Drop off and pick up will 

be from the school hall. Mr Prew, Extended Schools Manager 

 

Years 3-6, Mondays 3.05 - 4.30pm, 9 weeks Years 1 & 2, Thursdays 3.05 - 4.30pm, 11 weeks 

mailto:drewblackburn@hotmail.co.uk
https://philandjim.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Breakfast-and-After-School-Club-TCs.pdf


 
 

 
 

 

St Margaret’s, our school parish church, would like to invite you and your family to our Phil & Jim Service 

on Sunday 1st May at 10:30am. We’ll be taking this opportunity to celebrate and give thanks for our 

school. We’re also asking for volunteers to take part in the service, so if your child would like to do a Bible 

reading or take part in the prayers then please contact Eva at eva@stmargaretsoxford.org as soon as 

possible. Please note that all our services are live streamed onto YouTube and if your child takes part you 

will be required to sign with your permission. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St Margaret’s Church 

mailto:eva@stmargaretsoxford.org


 
 

 

 



 
 

 


