
 
 
 

SS Philip and James’ Church of England  
                                         VA Primary School 

                                              With love we flourish  

 
Friday, 20th May 2022 

 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We hope you are all well and looking forward to Jubilee festivities.  
 
If you were at the PTA quiz last Friday evening, you will know what a fun night it was.  We certainly had a 
thoroughly enjoyable evening (despite some tough questions).   
  
I would like to thank the PTA committee members who spent a great deal of time organising the event, 
the score keepers Ruth Parkinson and Jennifer Ingham and the quiz masters who did an amazing job at 
keeping us entertained throughout. Thank you Chris Parkinson, David Ingham, Charlie Curtis and Dave 
Griffiths.   
  
The PTA committee are now focused on organising the Summer Fete. This is a special event, particularly 
for our children so, if you can offer some time to helping organise this, please contact Jacqueline 
Morrison on contact@philandjimspta.org, otherwise, I look forward to seeing you on Saturday 25th June.  
 
Parent Forum 
School self-evaluation is an important process for all schools as they work to continuously improve 
provision for the children. At Phil and Jim, self-evaluation takes place throughout the year and it is how, 
as a school community, we recognise our strengths and identify areas for development. We involve all 
members of our school community in the process to ensure we gain the views of all those who are 
invested in our school.   
 
As we move towards the end of this academic year, we will be seeking the views of our pupils, staff and 
parents.  Whilst we recognise that surveys offer an efficient way of gathering information, we feel this 
year, given the unprecedented events over the past two years, we would like you to contribute to this 
process in person. We invite you to join us for a parent forum where you can share with us our school’s 
strengths and any key areas for development that could benefit the children. We are offering three 
meetings in the hope that you will be able to attend one of the sessions. If you are unable to attend but, 
would still like to contribute to the self-evaluation process, I would be happy to meet with you or receive 
your contributions via email. We very much hope you will be able to join us at one of the parent forum 
meetings. Please see the calendar dates below for details. 
 
Female Author Project 
After half term, we will be starting our next whole school English project which will run over three weeks.  
During this project the children will be studying, reading, and writing about books written by female 
authors. Please see the books each year group will be studying. You might like to purchase your own copy 
and bring it into school.    

- EYFS: The Koala Who Could by Rachel Bright   
- Year 1: Wolves by Emily Gravett   
- Year 2: The Owl Who was Afraid of the Dark by Jill Tomlinson   
- Year 3: Mary Poppins by P L Travers   
- Year 4: Operation Gadget Man by Malorie Blackman   
- Year 5: Hacker by Malorie Blackman   
- Year 6: When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit by Judith Kerr   
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Miss Coleman has also organised as an exciting writing competition which will be open to all our pupils.  
 

 
 
 http://www.lauracarlin.com/a-world-of-your-own/ftnvv2hphojuo4kwmg1jpos05idqx2 
  
Have a look at this beautiful illustration by Laura Carlin. In her book A World of Your Own she talks about 
what her perfect world looks like. She has a house full of cats, cars made from fruit and even elephants 
with panther heads! Your task is to produce a piece of writing or your own illustration about your perfect 
world, be as free and creative as you like. You might want to write a diary, place description, postcard 
from you perfect world or a story about people visiting.   
  
Please hand your writing to me by Monday, 20th June.   
Miss Coleman  
 
 
 
Young Voices  
Written by Eirini and Beth 6P 
 
Young voices was a memorable, life-changing 
experience for all of year six. Everyone who 
participated in this phenomenal experience 
enjoyed the concert immensely and will be glad to 
look back on it in their older years and smile. 

Despite the off-put of Coronavirus, teachers and 
pupils alike agree it was unquestionably worth the 
wait.  Young Voices is the world's largest children’s 
choir with over 4000 students from 99 schools 
from all over England. Together they sang hits from 
the latest to-be-released pop songs, then travelled 
the audience back in time to the Beatles and the 
Muppet Show. They also enjoyed backing pop 
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songs for bands including the Undertones, The Beatbox collectives, Ruthi and more remarkable singers 
and performers!  

 
Whether watching it at home or there as an 
attendant, the performance can be viewed from all 
over the world, to ensure everyone had the joy of 
the experience. “It’s a great opportunity for young 
people who love to sing!”(Joe).  
 
As Gulperi puts it beautifully: “Yes, I have attended 
young voices and enjoyed the Beatles medley as it 
was very enjoyable and engaging to watch and 
perform.”  
 
In summary, the concert's musicians, whether 
number one single artists or just ordinary school 
students, were outstanding and every word that 
left their lips sent their audience into a frenzy of 
applause. 

 
 
House Point Awards 
 
This week’s House Cup winner: FOXES! 
 
Congratulations to this week’s recipients of the House Points Awards.   
Year 3: Bronze- Iris, Alasdair, Roza, Natalia, Isabelle, Ethan, Theo  Silver- Arthur S, Oriel, Leanee, Lawrence, 
Arthur, Rafi, Dexter, Stella, Emili, Robin, Archie, Hope, Maya, Isabella, Coralie, Kiira 
Year 4: Gold- Harry, Gabriel, Rakesh 
Year 6: Silver- Zofia, Anoushka, Rafi, Clement 
 
Writers of the Week - Every week, teachers nominate a Writer of the Week (for 
outstanding handwriting, creative outcomes or wonderful effort).  Our writers of 
the week are presented with a certificate in celebration assembly each Friday and 
have their photo displayed on our Hall of Fame! Congratulations to all our writers! 

EYP-  Zarah Y3-  Anna   
EYJ-  Eita Y4-  Edward  
Y1-  Katy Y5-  Sera  
Y2-  Toby Y6-  Kade  

 
Finally, we would like to warmly welcome Roman in Y5 and David in Y6 who joined Phil & Jim this week. 
We are pleased you are with us. 
 
Yours sincerely,  

 
Sarah Awuye 
Headteacher 
 
 

Heron Badger Kingfisher Fox 



 
 

Reading Tips  
You could try cooking a recipe you’ve read together. Would 

you recommend it to a friend? Alternatively, play a game 

where you pretend to be the characters in a book, or discuss an 

interesting article you’ve read.  

“Would you have ended the book differently? Did it end 

the way you thought it would?”  

 
 
 

 

 
 
The PTA would like to extend a HUGE thanks to the Quizmasters (Chris Parkinson, Dave Ingham, Dave 
Griffiths, and Charlie Curtis with Ruth Parkinson and Jennifer Ingham) for hosting such a brilliant Quiz 
Night.  Thank you to all who attended and special thanks to Chutney’s Indian Brasserie for catering.  
  

SAVE THE DATE – Please mark your calendars for the Summer 
Fete!  Saturday, 25 June from 12 – 3 pm.  This will be an afternoon 
of fun and friendship with lots of activities for the whole family 
held on the grounds of the school.  You will hear lots more about 
volunteering from your class reps, but we desperately need raffle 
prizes!  Please email contact@philandjimspta.org if you have 
anything you’d like to donate.   
  
Thank you! 
Jacqueline Morrison 

 Spring Term dates  

Year 6 Cycle Ready Thursday 19th – Friday 27th May 

Year 5 Wise Up  Tuesday 24th May  

Jubilee Day Friday 27th May 

Summer Half Term  30th May - 3rd June 

Additional school holiday (in lieu of the Queen’s 
Jubilee)   

Monday 6th June  

Parent forum  Thursday 9th June 6.00pm-7.30pm 

SSPJ Prayer meeting Tuesday 14th June at 9.00am 

Parent forum   Friday 17th June 9.00am-10.30am  

Parent forum  Tuesday 21st June 3.15pm- 4.30pm  

PTA Summer Fete  Saturday 25th June 12 noon-3.00pm 

MOVING UP Day (Cherwell and P&J) Thursday 30th June 

INSET Day Friday 1st July 

Year 4 Science Trip  Tuesday 5th July 

Year 6 Leavers Assembly / BBQ Friday 15th July 

End of Summer Term  Thursday 21st July 1.30pm finish  

First Day of School, Academic Year 2022/23 Tuesday 6th September* (please note this is 
an update due to an additional INSET day for 
staff) 
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Volunteer needed! The Aristotle Cup, an annual 5-a-side football tournament between the local state 
schools in North Oxford, is due to happen on July 10th. The focus is very much on teamwork and inclusion 
and it is a much anticipated event in the school calendar. Sarah and David Griffiths have run the event for 
the past 7 years but unfortunately because of work commitments are no longer able to do so. If this 
event is to go ahead, we need someone new (or a team of people) to take over the reins. It can be as big 
or small as you wish, and guidance can be provided. It’s a lot of fun! 
If interested please get in touch with the PTA at contact@philandjimspta.org 
 
Are you interested in joining the PTA committee?  We need several new volunteers to join us for the 
next school year, in particular for the roles of treasurer and co-chair.  If you think you might be interested, 
please get in contact at contact@philandjimspta.org 
 

Wednesday Walks 
All parents and carers are welcome to join ’Wednesday Walks’. We meet at 

9am every Wednesday on the footbridge leading up to Port Meadow. This is a 
chance to reconnect and exercise after Covid. No need to join every Wednesday. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMMUNITY 
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